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P'R ET A C E 



TO THE 



SECOND EDITION. 



Before t proceed to acknowledge my 

obligations to Gentlemen who have com-- 

municated to me materials for this second 

edition, it becomes me to discharge a prior 

debt of gratitude due to the public for its 

reception of the first. In my thanks 1 have 

the satisfa6lion to include readers of very 

different views and opinions. Those who 
have not concurred in my sentimeijts re- 

§pe6ling the political condu6l of my illus- 
trious subje6l have done me the honour to 
approve of its literary execution. 



The Monthly Reviewer, whose conside- 
ration the Life of Burke fii st engaged, en- 

as 

\ 



tered intQ the work with an accuracy and 

extent of analysis, a particularity of critical 

■ 

disquisition,, to which I consider myself as 
peculiarly indebted, and from which I flatter 
inyself he will perceive I have reaped great 
benefit. Though I cannot concur in his 
obie6lions to Mr, Burke's consistency, I 
admit that his arguments are fair, candid, 
and strong, on tlie grounds which he takes. 

The British Critic is, a;5 he has always 
been, entitled to my peculiar gratitude. 
He will find that I have paid particular at- 
tention td his very important advice, and 
will see that the result is the difference 
which he anticipated. 

■ • 

The Reviewer of the Life of Burke, in 
the European Magazine, has expressed him- 
self in terms so flattering, that I must im- 
pute them to the partiality of a friend, in- 
stead of the justice of an unbiasse4 judges 
At the same time he displays such a degree 
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of ingenuity and vigouri that had I to plead 
a literary cause, I colild not have an abler 
advocate* 

To the Critical Reviewers 1 have been 

formerly much obliged ; and earnestly wish 

that, when it shall suit their convenience to 

taike notice of either the last or present 
edition, I may meet with an equally favour- 
able reception. 

To the New Annual Register, issuing 
from the same house, I have to oflfer my 
thanks for their notice both of Burke's Life 
and my former produ6lions* Considering 
diversity of opinion respefting the condu6t 
of my subjedl as no expression of literary ob- 
jection, the writer will find tliat I have ad- 
mitted.the justness of his only censure, in 
my endeavours to prevent its repetition. 

The Montbly Magazine, with the same 
diversity of political sentiment as the New 



Annual Register, has treated me with si-- 
ttrilar fsvour. The Monthly Mirror has a 
strong claim to my grateful acknowledge^ 
ments for notice at once early and favour- 
able. Oft the former ground I am also in- 
debted t<> the Analytical Reviewer. That 

■ 

gentreman, I find, was offended that I called 
Mr. Liicas a demagogue apothecary. ' Onfi 
part of my assertion I have discovered to 
be en'oneous, as the said demagogue was a 
graduate do6lor. With regard to the cri- 
ticism, I must confess it was more favour- 
able than I expe5led from that quarter; 
and, as to ability, taking for my guide ex^ 
perience \i\^\^?A of speculation^ I did not look 
for it in the panegyrist of Paine. The late 
Analytical Reviewers may say, that I violate 
the maxiin de mortuis nil nisi bonum. If not 
desirous of being consigned to oblivion, 
they must wish the rule to be violated* 

^ And who, to dumb forgetfulncs« a prej^/ &c« ^ 

*♦ ♦ * * *•* ^ * 

* Nor cast one longing, lingeiitig look behind/ 



For new materials I have been indebted 
to various gentlemen. To Mr^ Francis I 
am obliged for original letters an^ other 
valuable communications. The polite and 
handsome manner in which he honoured me 
with his acquaintance, greatly enhances the 
favour conferred by his contributions. Li- 
beral in sentiment as well as* vigorous in 
understanding, he did not refuse to promote 
the work, though containing some opinion* 
and sentiments contrary to his own, 

I here cannot forbear pietitioning the 
fate of an application which I made to him, 
whom I ever must consider as one of the 
first men of this or any other age* Ir* 

terms of the utmost respedl I wrote to that 
gentleman, requesting that, from the viast 
stores of materials his Ipng intimacy with 
Mts Burke must have afforded him, he 
would have the goodness to communicate 
such as could hmve no reference to political 
sentiment. I received no answer. 
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From inferior retainers to Opposition such 
Condudl would not have surprized me. It 
was natural for such, not having understand- 
ing sufficiently comprehensive to view the 
whole condu6l and charadter of Mr. Burke^ 
to confine themselves to a part, and to feel 
sore at his political separation from their 
party ; but from the generous, magnani- 
mous, expanded mind of hini whom 1 ad- 
dressed I expedled a different reception. 

To the conversation of Mr. Murphy 1 
owe various anecdotes concerning Mr. 
Burke, and especially his early life, in the 
knowledge of which my first edition was 
confessedly deficient* 

I was promised by an anonymous writer 
some important particulars concerning Mr. 
Burke s connexion with Mr. Hamilton, and 
the causes of its dissolution ; but though I 
attended repeatedly to the writer's appoint- 
ment, I was never favoured with an inter- 



vieWi nor the proffered communications. 
Should he read this Preface, I beg leave to 

inform him, that, though too late for this 

« 

edition, I should still highly prize the in- 
formation . 



Many other gentlemen have favoured me 
with interesting materials. 

But what I esteem most peculiarly im- 
portant, has come from him who was, when 
a youth and a political theorist, by far the 
most ingenious and ablest of Mr. Burke's 
literary opponents, though now, whea a 
man and a political philosopher, he has 
adopted opinions more consistent with those 
of the man whose chara6ler, able to com- 
prehend and appreciate, he so much ad- 
mires. The opportunities that gentleman 
had of being with Mr. Burke were but few, 
but of these he did avail himself to tibe 
utniost. 



From a gentleman equally eminent for* 
investigating the understanding and aflee- 
tions of the mind, as he whom I have just 
mentioned is for exhibiting man's various 
duties in private and public relations, I was 
favoured with important materials* 

I have to apologize to the pubhc for the 
lateness of the present edition, as, indeed^ 
to supply the demand it ought to have been 
out in the beginning of last year ; but the 

desire of procuring variety of intelligence 
induced me to postpone the publication. 

Fresh communications will be most thank- 
fully received for a future impression. 
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Of the various studies which occupy the at-* 
tention of man, the wise esteem tliose the 
most important which unfold human nature, 
educe moral duty, and inculcate virtuous con- 
du6t. Hence history, which shews the con- 
nedtion between principle and adlion, a6lion 
and consequence, derives its chief utility. — > 
Not' real history only, but its imitator^ 
poetry, though pleasing from a variety of 
causes, is useful and interesting in proportion 
. to its exhibition of moral nature, and those 
parts of physical by which the happiness of 
mankind is affedted. 

In history, whether real or imitative, we 
are more instru6led by the developement of 
particular chara61:ers than of general m^- 

B 
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sures; more interested in individual enjoy- 
ment and suffering, than in the prosperity 
or adversity of nations. Of history^ there- 
fore, the most instru6ling and most interest- 
ing kind is Biography. * No species of his- 
tory (says the sage Author of the Rambler) 
seems more worthy of cultivation than bio- 
graphy ; since none can be more delightful 
or more useful, none can more certainly en- 
chain the heart by irresistible interest, or 
more widely diffuse instru6lion to every di- 
versity of condition.' Henc6 Johnson infers, 

that there has, rarely passed a life, of which 

* - 

a judicious and faithful narrative would not 
be useful. 

The fa61:s which constitute the excellence 
of biography are of an evanescent kind, and 
rarely transmitted by tradition : they are often 
lost, unless carefully colle6led during^the life, 
either of the subje6l or of his cotemporaries^ 
It is of great importance, therefore, to pro- 
cure the materials of biography while entire, 
and not impaired by time. 



C33 

From the inattention of cotemporaries to 
the lives of some of our most eminent poets^ 
the first biographer of modern times found . 
only scanty materials* The public may re- 
gret that his knowledge of the life of Butler 
w?$ not equal to that of the life of Savage* 
After a lapse of ages, such knowledge, howt 
ever, was not attainable concerning those 
who had not found faithful and judicious bio- 
graphers whilst the subject was recent and 
well known* 

Lord Bacon observes, that history is either 
narrative or indudlive : narrative, when re- 
cording fadls; indu6live,v^hen recording fa6ls 
to establish general principles. Narrative 
history is the foundation of indii6live. We 
must know particular fa6ls before we can 
deduce from them general conclusions* 

This division holds respedling biography 
and every other species of history. 

To colle6l useful fafts, requires only in- 
dustry, observation, and common judgment. 

B2 
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To compose an indu6live history, or bio- 
graphy, requires much higher powers : yet 
the lower exertions are beneficial, in affording 
materials. 

m 

\ 

As.no age has produced a greater number 
of eminent men than the present, should any 
future Johnson arise to write the history of 
Genms, it would not only be liseful but ne- 
cessary, in order to give his biography the 
full effedt, that he should have an accurate 

V 

account from those who lived at the time. No 
one individual can know ^// the fa6ls which 
may form the materials of ah entertaining, 
and useful life. Diversity of narratives, if au- 
thentic, impartial, and not trivial, willtend 
to the great ends of biography. Although 
there be no such life of Johnson, as Johnson 
himself could have written on a similar sub- 
ject, yet much advantage has accrued to so- 
ciety from different writers having undertaken 
an account of his life. From several wrkersi 
^ a much greater quantity and variety of im- 
portant information is transmitted to poste- 
rity, than would have reached them from 
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the talents and industry of any one of his bio- 
graphers. From the result of their labours, 
there are now sufficient materials to employ 
the pen of a man, possessing the requisite 
talents for biography: — a thorough know- 
ledge of human nature, an acquaintance with 
that kind of situation in which the subjedl 
a6led, and that species of talents which he 
exerted. From these only, combined with 
a detail of fa6ls, such as can be had from 
none but cotemporaries, may a just view be'^ 
formed of individual character. 

Biography derives its principal advantage 
from the minute knowledge it affords of mo- 
ral causes, their operation and effe6ls ; by 
enabling us to trace aftion tomind j the mo- 
difications, habits, and affedlions of mind to 
their sources, whether original or fa6litious ; 
and thence deducing lessons of moral conduft.^ 
It is interesting, from displaying situations 
*id passions which we can, by a small effort 
of the imagination, approximate to ourselves, . 
the feelings of the father, son, husband, wife, 

and friend.- 

B 3 
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The interest arising from the view of the 
qualities, situation, feelings, a6lions, conduft, 
and chara61:ers of our species is often en- 
hanced by circumstances peculiar to indivi- 
duals, by individual powers, affe6lions, and 
exertions, intelle6tual and moral ; their direc- 
tion, their efFefts on the happiness of the 
subje6l himself, of others, and particularly 
on our own. We admire extraordinary ta- 
lents or qualities, we are interested in the 
history of such talents or qualities, producing 
important consequences to the welfare or 
hurt of mankind. We are most deeply af^ 
fe6led by the history of men, the consequences 
of whose powers and conduct have extended 
to our own times and country. The lives of 
soldiers who have fought for us,, of scholars 
who have informed, instru61:ed, or delighted 
us, of .statesmen whose measures and con* 
du6t are felt in our society, we read with pe^ 
culiar clelight. We wish to know every mi- 
nute circumstance that can illustrate their 
chara6ters, and are even pleased with those 
that are not in themselves material, because 
belonging to an interesting objedt. 



en 

Whtether we consider genius, talents, 
knowledge, or their dire6lion and efFe6ls on 
human affairs, and esj>ecially on those affairs 
in which we of this country are most parti- 
cularly concerned, no man of modern times 
stands more eminently distinguished than 
Edmund Burke. It is not his genius only, — 
a genius of which we perceive the vast ex- 
pause, but cannot see the bounds ; — a ge- 
nius which, though it had not been culti- 
vated by erudition, enlightened by know- 
ledge, formed by philosophy, must by its 
own natural force have rendered its possessor 
infinitely superior to ordinary men, even with 
the advantages of education ; — a genius not 
only grasping, but comprehending ; not only 
comprehending, but appropriating almost 
every subje6t of human learning ; — whatever 
it saw, occupj'ing; whatever it occupied, 
possessing ; whatever it possessed, employ- 
ing ;— which has rendered the chara6ler and 
history of this personage interesting and mo- 
mentous. A very great part of its impor- 
tance comes from the diredtion which his in- 
' clination, together with the circumstances 
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of the times, have given to his talents, and 
the consequences which they have produced^ 
and are producing y to mankind The effeSls 
could not have proceeded but from great ef^ 
jicacy : the efficacy might have existed with^ 
out the efFe6ls, 

m 

Whether the eiFe^s are salutary or per** 
nicious, it would be premature in me to as- 
sert, until, after a narrative of fa6ls, I have 
adduced the reasons on which I may have 
formed an opinion. But those, who con- 
tend either the one or the other, concur in 

ml 

admitting that few or none have had, and 
Still have, more influence on the welfare of 
piankiqd than Eqmund Burke, 

Aecording to the censurers of this great man — 

his recent writings and eloquence afford 
the most extraordinary instance of powers of 

the first magnitude niisapplied to the most 

hurtful purposes, and producing th^ most la^ 

mentable effe^s. He repressed the increas-^ 

ing spirit of liberty, which, if allowed to 

operate, whpuld have produced in these 



realms a reform of abuses and corruptions, 
becoming daily more numerous, more exten- 
sive, and more destru6live. His writings 
and eloquence were the means of obstructing 
the improving exertions of unfettered Reason, ^ 
and of again binding her in the chains of au- 
thority, prejudice, priestcraft, and tyranny. 
He stirred up an abhorrence of the French 
revolution, an alarm against all principles of 

^ freedom, because their abuse or excess, arising 
from circumstances not necessarily conneded 
with them, had produced disorders. Through 
his writings, eloquence, and influence, inci- 
dental excesses were identified with liberty 
itself. Emancipation from civil and ecclesi- 
astical slavery was reprobated, because re- 
sentment for long suffered and long felt op- 
pression had stimulated violence against the 
oppressors. Monarchical, aristocrat ical, and 
clerical usurpers were defended ; and were 
not only defended, but represented as mar- 
tyrs in the cause of virtue and religion, when 
deprived of that power which they had never 
any right to possess. It was he that broke . 
the WHIG PHALANX, iudisposed men of rank 
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and property to a reform, which, before 
abuses were arrived at such a height, many 
of them had deemed absolutety necessary to 
the salvation of the constitution. Having 
rendered the majority of his countrymen in- 
imical to the French republic, and to the 
principles of liberty which had given it being, 
he prepared them for hostilities against 
France and Freedom, and for joining the 
, combination of despots. In short, according 
to the party in opposition to Government, Mir. 
Burke prevented the reform of abuses, which 
had increased,wereincreasing,and unless spee- 
dily removed, must ruin the country ; and by 
changing the sentiments of Britons, and ex- 
citing a hatred and alarm against the disse- 
mination of freedom, of which he once had 
been the zealous champion, caused a war, 
in principle absurd, unjust, and inexpedient ; 
in event disgraceful and disastrous ; in its 
consequences pregnant with destru6lion. 

Such is the opinion the opponents of the 
present Administration, yvhether high or low, 
learned or ignorant, able or weak, — from a 
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Lauderdale, an Erskine, a Sheridan, and a 
Fox, down to a Jones, a Thelwall, and a 
Godwin- — entertain of the recent condu<Sl 
of Burke and its consequences * 

AcQOi'ding to the admirers of Burkes recent 
condudt — ^he affords an instance of the greatest 
energy, employed in effedling the most 
beneficial purposes. His writings, eloquence, 
and wisdom, recalled Britain from the 
deluding errors of visionary theories, to the 
salutary lessons of experience; from the 
abstra6lion of metaphysics and the falsities 
of fanciful hypothesis, to the contemplation 
of their adlual state of welfare and hap- 
piness ; demonstrated to them the evils to 
which rage for innovation was leading its 
votaries ; taught them not to prefer possible, 
but very improbable, acquirement to certain 
possession ; persuaded them to look to 
their own history and ^experience, and not 



• In the former edition I here inserted the name of Mr. 
Mackintosh. From his late publication, I conQeive his 
opinion concerning the French revolution is changed^ since 
its effeiis havi so completely unfolded its nature* 
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to the mischievous speculations of their 
neighbours. Seeing the increasing dis- 
position in many individuals to sacrifice the 
constitution, and consequently the happi- 
ness of their country, to revolutionary doc- 
trines, he warned them of the. misery which 
they were ignorantly seeking; he excited 
the majority of men of talents, influence, 
and interest in the state, to vigilance and 
vigour in preserving their country. He, 
from the first symptoms, fully comprehended 
the nature of the disease, and prognosticated 
its dreadful eflfedls ; stopped the infedlion 
from spreading in his own country, by 
prescribing efficacious preventives, and.car.s- 
ing all communication to be cut off with the 
country in which the pestilence was raging. 
His genius was the agent of wisrdom, his 
wisdom the minister of patriotism. He was 

the bulwark of the British constitution, of 

^ . 

rational liberty, and of property ; the cham- 
pion who drove back the flames of Jacobinism 
from our battlements and fortresses ; the 
preserver of our church and state in the 
various orders and gradations of their com* 
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ponent members, the securer of internal 
tranquillity and happiness; whose energy 
was the principal source of vigour in external 
measures necessary to save this country from 
being over-run by French politics, and even 
dependent on French power ; measures 
which, though they have failed of complete 
success, as to continental affairs, yet have 
saved the constitution,^ and preserved the 
independence of Britain. 

Such is the opinion entertained of Burke 
by the approvers of the present system and 
plans of Government, 

Those who do not concur in every par- 
ticular of either the praise or the' censure of 
this personage with the supporters or op- 
ponents of Administration, agree with both 
in ascribing the prevention of change and 
the continuance of the present system, — 
whether, on the whole, good or bad— the 
war, whethta*, on the whole, right or wrong, 
— chiefly to the powers of Edmund Burke. 
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As in the general estimation, he is the 
author of effects the most momentous to 
mankind, — even had his influence never been 
felt in the former part of his life, had he 
been totally inadlive during the American 
contest and at every other period previous 
to the French revolution, had he never 
before been distinguished as a genius, a 
scholar, an orator, a politician, a philosopher, 
— ^his history and chara6ler must be highly 
important and interesting to Britons and to 
mankind. But it is not ^s a literary and 
political man alone that a biographer is to 
regard Burke. By following him to the 
retirement of civil and domestic life, — by 
viewing him as a neighbour, a companion, a 
friend, xi brother, an associate, a private 
member of the community, as a husband, 
a father, a master of a family, — we must 
reap the highest intelleftual and moral 
instru6lion, and interest the best afFe6lions. 

The course of general study had led the 
writer of this sketch to a close contemplation 
of the literal y efforts and charadter of Burke. 
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Special objects combined with general study 
in producing a still closer attention to his 
political exertions, and leading me to consider 
them both in detail and principle ; to examine 
the parts both severally and as members of 
» whole system. Anxious to know the 
civil and domestic life of a personage, whose 
literary and political talents are so emi- 
nent, the writer had, for the first edition, 
spared no pains to procure authentic infor- 
mation concerning his private engagements^ 
relations, habits, temper, manners, and 
conduft. Since the publication his dili- 
gence has been stimulated by the success of 
the work, and encouraged by spontaneous 
communications from gentlemen of eminence, 
to whom he was before a stranger. 

The first quality of biography is authenti- 
city. A biographer and an historian, like 
any other witness, is bound to speak, as f^r 
as he knows it, the truth, all the truth, and 
nothing but the truth ; regarding fa6l only, 
not the consequences of the narration to the 
cbaratfer of its subje6l. A necessary con- 



stituent of authenticity is impartiality. If 
, a writer set out with a predisposition either 
to praise or to censure, he is apt to lose 
sight of truth ; to bend fa6ls to a favourite 
hypothesis.* 

It has been asserted, in a preface to some 
posthumous publications of>Butke, that con-- 
sistency marks every part of his conduct. 
The writer of this Life is neither the friend 
nor the enemy of Burke : neither assumes 
that he was consistent nor inconsistent, but 
will impartially narrate every fadl which he 
deems illustrative of his talents and chara6ler. 
He will endeavour to ascribe the due merit 
to his extraordinary excellencies; also to 
notice his defe6ls — as from such he, in 
common with all men, was not exempt. He 



♦ I have been charged in two periodical performances, 
one' of great eminence, the other by no means so distin- 
guished, with endeavouring to warp truth, that I may 
establish the consistency of Burke. As not only the M$nthlj 
Magazine, but ev<^n' the Monthly Review has adduced 
no arguments which prove his inconsistency , I cannot help 
still adhering to. my conclusion; and withholding my 
assent to their affirmation until justified by proof. 
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who shcmld exhibit one side only is an ad- 
vocate, not an historian ; and not a very 
judicious advocate, because so easily to be 
cbnvi6led of partiality. Neither a friend nor 
an enemy is the fittest for writing a tfue life. " ' 
The friend is apt to become a panegyrist, the 
enemy a satirist: the former to overcharge 
the good, and sink th? bad ; the latter to 
overcharge the>bad, and sink the good. 
Truth is either lost in the blaze of admiration, 
or perverted by the misrepresentation of 
malignancy. 

To narrative * biography only ("according 
to Lprd Bacon's distin6lion) does the author ^ 

v» 

pretend, and arrogates to himself no qualities 
beyond those which it requires ; — knowledge 

VOL. I. C 



* A reviewer,* whose criticisms I much respedk, contends 
that I am far from adhering to mere narration, and that my 
statements are made for the sake of establishing the consis- 
tency of Mr. Burke. Were this conjedlure right, I should 
certainly have risen to induSli've biography. I deny that my 
narration was presented /jr the purpose assigned ; although I 
think that any impartial and accurate account of the life must 
lead to the establishment of consistency as one part of his 

character, 

• The Monthly fot August, 1798, art. !• 
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of important fadls, veracity and impartiality 
in recording therar With his information 
on the subje6l, and his determined adherence 
to authenticity, he hopes he may be able to 
exhibit, if not a finished, a true account of 
thfs illustrious personage; and may afford 
many useful materials to future biographers 
of greater talents and skill. 



Edmund Burke was born in the city of 

Dublin,* January 1st, 1730. He derived 

>, » 

his descent from a respedlable family. His 
father was of the Protestant persuasion, and 

by profession an attorney, of considerable 
ability and extensive practice. Young Ed- 
mund received the first part of his classical 
education under Mr. Abraham Shackleton, 
a quaker, who kept an academy at Bally tore, 
near Carlow. Mr. Shackleton w^ a very 
skilful and successful teacher, and at his 
(school were educated many who became 
considerable in their country. 



* His father for some time resided at Limerick; from 
which it has been erroneously assexted that Edmund wai 
born there, ' ^ 
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Under the tuition of this master, Biitke 
devoted himself with great ardour, industry, 
and perseverance, to his sfudies, and laid the 
foundation of a classical erudition, which 
alone would have entitled ordinary men to 
the chara61:er of gveat scholars, but con- 
stituted a very small proportion of his mul* 
tifariouB knowledge. His classical learning 
was the learning of a philosopher, not of a 
pedant. He considered the ancient Ian- 
guages not as arrangements of measures, but 
as keys to ancient thoughts, sentiments, 

UTiagery, knowledge, and reasoning. * 

c 2 

• I had the following anecdote from a respc£lable Irish 
gentleman, who vouches for its authenticity ; it shews that 
the 'versatility of Burke's genius, which was so astonishing 
in manhood, displayed itself in early youth. Mr. Shackleton, 
one day that the assizes were held at Carlow, permitted 
his scholars to have a holiday to see the procession, on con* 
dition that the elder boys should give a description in 
Latin verse of the obje6ls which they had been viewing, with 
their own impressions from them. Edmund gave a very 
full and able description of what he had beheld. A school* 
fellow, whose exercises he often composed for him^t. applied^ 
t)ut too late for Burke to bestow any serious attention on 
the application ; and having his ideas nearly exhausted \^f 
diversity of exercises for his many applicants, he trind tp geC 
)K>me hints from the youth in (question; but found (h^t bf 
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Johnson observes, that there is not an 
instance of any man whose history has been 
minutely related, that did not in every part 
of his life discover the same proportion of 
intelleftual vigour. Though, perhaps, this 
as. a general position may admit of modi- 

9 

iications, it is certain that Burke, from even 
boyish days, manifested a distinguished 
superiority over his contemporaries. He 
was the pride of his master, who foreboded 
every thing great from his genius. 

He regarded his preceptor with a respe6l 
and > gratitude which did honour to both. 
For near forty years that he went annually 
to Ireland, he travelled many miles to pay 
him a visit. Mr. Shackleton lived to a good 

— ■— — — ■ P^M^l^Hp^^^— i ■ ■■ ■■■ ■■■ .■■ I. ■ I I I I I I 

had observed no obje£l but a fat piper, with a brown coat. 
Edmundi accordingly, began in doggerel Latin : 

* Piptr erat fattus qui broivnum tegmen'hahebat :^ 
and went on through many verses in the same style as the 
Polemomidinia of the celebrated Scotch bard, Drummond* of 
yiawthomden. 

• Mr. Drummond's representative is Captain Francis 
Drummond, of Brompton-row ; a gentleman who, though 
he has not exerted his powers in writing poetry, is, in point 
of acuteness and force of understanding, a descendant worthy 
of so ingenious and able an ancestor. 
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old age, and was succeeded by his son, Mr. 
John Shackleton, under whom the school 
continued to flourish. From Mr. John 
Shackleton it descjnded to his son, Mr. 
Abraham Shackleton, who is its present 
master, with no less reputation and success 
than his father and grandfather. 

Burke's brother, Richard, who abounded 
in vivacity and pointed wit, was, by many 
esteemed, in their boyish days, the abkr of 
the two : as, among superficial judges, boys 
are rated /according to the vivacity, not the 
force of their intellectual qualities and opera- 
tions; by the quickness of the vegetation 
more than the value of the produftion. 
Hence the fruits of ripened manhood are 
often very different from the appearance of 
juvenile blossom. 

Of the comparative merits of the two bro- 
thers, both their master and father enter- 
tained a very different opinion from that 
which others had ocnccived. Thev allowed 
that Richard, was l3rigl\t, but maintained 

c3 



that Edmund would be wise. The event 
justified their opinion. Richard was quick 
and acute ; Edmund perspicacious, compre- 
hensive, inventive, and energetic. Of the 
two, Richard would have been the better 
wHter of epigrams, Edmund of epic poetry. 

Leaving school, he was sent to Dublin 
College! In 17 4-6 he was a scholar of the 
house, which is a similar appointment to that 
of being ^ scholar qf Chpist-Church, Oxford. 
Goldsmith, in conversation, often asserted 
that Burke did not render himself very 
minent in the performance of his academical 
exercises. Dr. Leiand, who was also his 
contemporary, has declared the same. This 
assertion of these gentlemen has been con^ 
firmed by others, and never contra4i<Sted/ 

When we consider the immense extent and 
variety of his knowledge, we may fairly in** 
fer, that even in "his youth he roust have 
laid in great stores, though without display. 
That many young men of talents are at CoU 
Ifjge eclijpsed, by more emulous inferiors, in 
established exercises, is certainly true ; that 
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they themselves and their fellow stiuients,^ 
and sometimes even their masters, estimate 
.general ability by a specific diredlion, often 
happens. Imperfe6l knowledge will apply 
erroneous criteria, arid consequently -draw 
wrong conclusions. By many, not only boys 
but men, taletits are rated by the facility of 
combining Latin and Greek syllables in a 
certain order^ instead of the facility of know- 

* » 

ing and explaining difficult and important 
truths . But penetration will discover talents, 
though not employed in customary details. 

It is . of the greatest importance in a his- 
tory of an extraordinary mind, to mark, as 
far as possible, the progression of its povvers, 
exertions, and attainments; the discipline 
or dire6lion which may have had an eflfe<Sl 
on them ; quibus initiis^ quo progressu^ usque eo 
creverit. What was chiefly attended to at 
Dublin when he was at the University was 
the logic of the schools. That species of 
logic which seeks truth by investigation and 
indu6lion, had not made its way in I>ut)lin 
sp completely as to exj^el the absurd system 

C 4 
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by the misinterpreters of the Stagyrite dig- 

' ' 1 

nified with the name of Aristotelian * The 
vigorous and penetrating mind of Burke, even 
in his juvenile years, saw the absurdity of the 
scholastic jargon, ind slighted it as much as 
his friend Johnson had formerly done the 
ledlures of his Oxford tutor. Men of great 
talents, both those who have been placed at 
universities and those who have not, after 
the elementary studies, chiefly form them- 
selves : and, in following the plans of their 
d\yn choice, often neglect those of prescrip- 
tion. Johnson, though proud of his College, 
did not devote himself to academical exer- 
cises with a zeal and perseverance propor- 
tionate to his genius. Dry den at Cambridge 
obtained no honorary degree. High as these 
men are, to rise much higher, Milton was 
not peculiarly ambitious of College distinc- 
tion. Bacon, when his contemporaries were 
exercising themselves in the controversies of 
(what they called) Aristotelian logic, and 



♦ See. Gillies ■§ analysis of Aristotle's Speculative Works ; 
in which the learned writer shews that the sage inculcated 
investigation ; also the Ethics and Politics, in which he uni- 
formly reasons from experience and indudion. 
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striving for vi6lory in moods and figures, was 
engaged in proving the futility of the dialec- 
tics of the schools, and in finding out a 
certain road to truth. Common minds 
pursue the beaten tradl : great genius either 

FINDS or MAKES a WAY. 

It was by this untrammelled exertion of his 
own powers, that Burke's juvenile studies at 
once enriched, invigorated, and expanded 
his mind. In recording his pursuits at Col- 
lege, I do not mean to recommend them to 
the imitation of young readers ; nor to dero- 
gate firom the utility of the modes established 
in any of the universities of these kingdoms. 
Systems of education are to be estimated by 
their tendency and effedl in forming and di- 
re6ling the powers of young men in general, 
not of such as rarely appear in an age. 

Mathematics were also much attended to 
at Dublin. Although Burke applied himself 
so much to that branch of study as to give 
him a competent knowledge of those parts 
that were most subservient to the purposes 



of life, there is no evidence that he devoted 
himself to the more abstruse and profound 
parts of the science. It is probable, that, 
had he studied at Cambridge, he might not 
have attained the highest, or even one of the 
highest, class of degrees. According to the 
language of that university, he most probably 
might have rested contented with the honour 
of senior Optimo ; whilst the degree of wrangler 
would have been reserved for men of in- 
ferior talents, but more emulqiisly diligent 
in the performance of prescribed tasks, and 
in the acquirement of a prescribed know- 
ledge. His genius was too powerful to be 
stimulated by the common motive of emu- 
lation. Emulation can only operate where 
there is an approach to equality. Among 
many men of great ability, how few there 
are to be found in a century who approach 
to an equality to Edmund Burke ! He gained 
no prizes, for he sought none. His mind 
was of too enlarged and original a cast, to 
he direfted in its exertions by merely prece- 
dented studies ; it formed itself. It is well 
ascertained, that though he paid no more 
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attention to his College exercises than was 
merely necessary to avoid censure, while at 
the university, pursuing his own plans, he 
acquired a very extensive knowledge of phy • 
sical and moral natiure. Logic he also stu- 
died in the efficacious mode which Bacon 
pointed out. Pneumatology,* ,in general, 
occupied a considerable portion of his at- 
tention. While attending to acquirement 
he was not negligent respecting the means 
of communication. He studied rhetoric and 
composition, as well as logic, physics, his- 
tory, and moral philosophy. 

In the year 1749, Lucas, a demagogue 
apothecary,^ wrote a number of very daring 
papers against Governmenti and acquired as 
great popularity at Dublin as Mr. Wilkes 



* A respe£lable critic has objeded to my frequent use of 
this word. My reason for employing it is, that I do not 
know any one word exadUysynonimous, by which I could 
express the idea I mean to convey. The Monthly Review 
suggests metaphysics as of the same import ; but I must beg 
Jcave to observe, that metaphysics signifies the properties of 
Sevjg in general J pneumatology of certain classes of being, Mc- 
^a|> basics is s^nonijoious to ontplogy, but not to pneumatology. 
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afterwards did in London. Burke, wliose 
principal attention hiad been dire(5led to more 
important obje6ls than scholastic logic, per- 
ceived the noxious tendency of levelling 
do6lrines. He wrote in the same year 
several essays in the style of Lucas, imitating 
it so completely as to deceive the public : — 
pursuing Lucas's principles to consequences 
obviously resulting from them, and at the 
same time shewing their absurdity and 
danger. The first literary effort of his mind 
was an exposure of the absurdity of demo- 
cratical innovations. This was the Ticinus 
of our political Scipio. 

It has been often said thiat he was bred a 
Catholic, and studied at St. Omers. To his 
supposed education many of his political 
ineasures have been ascribed : particularly to 
his popish institution were imputed his op- 
position to the Protestant associations in 1780, 
and his endeavour to effe6l Catholic eman- 
cipation in Ireland. But tlie fa6l now ascer- 
tained and admitted is, that he never studied 
at St. Omers, nor at any popish or even 
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foreign seminary * He was bred a Protes- 
tant^ and always continued a member of the 
Episcopal church, although he entertained 
a very high opinion of the Dissenters i^j- 
and a particular esteem for the Catholics. 

Among the various literary studies to 
which his genius was directed, pneumato- 
logy, as we have said, was one. Philoso- 
phers, indeed, have generally considered 
man in his individual . powers, before they 
have fbllowed these powers through their 

■■ ■ ' ,1 M ■■ . ■ . ■■■—^■1 ■ .1 ,11 ,, I . 
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• Mr. Murpby, who was about the same age with Mr. 
Burke, was from 1745 to 1750 at St. Omers, and knew many 
gentlemen who had been the|*e for five years immediately 
before himself, and others who remained after him, until 
Burke entered himself of the Temple in London. The joint 
testimony of these witnesses proves that he iMas not a student 
at St. Omeri. The evidence of his' school-fellows and fellow- 
students in Ireland proves, that he could not be at St. Omers» 
because he was at Ballytore school and Dublin university 
until hii education was finished. 

f As long as they contented themselves with the liberty 
they enjoyed under the mild toleration of our laws and 
government, without making any attempts to subvert our 
established constitution. Hjis disapprobation aft^erwards did 
not extend to all indiscriminately, it was diredled to those 
individuals or classes only whose declarations or condud 
manifested hostility to our churc^ and state. 



operation in the various relations and en- 
gagements of social life. They have analyzed 
the mind before they ascertained what af- 
fections or a(Stions of it were useful or hurt- 
ful. Anatomy preceded preventives, regimen* 
and medicine. This has been the case both 
with philosophy and philosophers. Pneu- 
matics have been studied before ethics : 
Xenopbanes went before Socrates ; Hutchin- 
son's Analysis of the Passions vsras written 
before his Moral Philosophy. The study, 
indeed, of man's nature in the abstra6l, which 
requires only an examination of the indi- 
vidual, is, perhaps, more within the reach 
of a young man, than the study of- it in ita 
operations, amidst the complicated engage- 
ments and duties of society, which demands 
his attention to the species as well as indir 
vidual. 

Burke, in his youth, bestowed much at- 
tention on logic and metaphysics in general, 
and applied himself with particular diligence 

to the investigation of Berkley's and Hume's 
systems. 



/ 
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While employed in treasuring up a pro- 
found knowledge to render ^himself useful, 
he did not negle6l the means of rendering 
himself agreeable in the intercourse of life. 
To the learning of a scholar he added the 
manners of a gentleman r His company 
W4s sought among the gay and fashionable, 
for his pleasing conversation and deport- 
ment, as much as among the learned, for. the 
force and brilliancy of his genius, the extent 
and depth of his knowledge. He had that 
great art of good breeding which rendered 
the members of the company pleased with 
him and themselves. He had an inexhau- 
stible fund of discourse, either serious or 
merry, with wit and humour, poignant, 
strong, delicate, sportive, as answered the 
purpose of occasion. He had ^ vast variety 
of anecdotes and stories, which were always 
well adapted and well told ; a constiant cheer- 
fulness and high spirits. His looks and 
voice were in unison with the agreeableness, 
insinuation, and impressiveness of his con- 
versation and manners. 
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But though the objedl of regard and ad- 
miration in his native country, he did not 
see much chance of acquiring in it an inde- 
pendent situation. Ireland, though often 
the mother of genius, is rarely its nurse. 
Burke, seeing little prospe6l of soon raising 
himself in his own country, made his first 
essay to attain permanient employment in 
another. Soon after he had finished aca- 
demical studies, a vacancy took place in the 
professorship of Logig ac Glasgow. A con- 
siderable intercourse had long subsisted be- 
tween the universities of Glasgow and Dublin, 
owing, probably, in some measure to their 
local position, but in a great degree to the 
fame of the eminent Hutchinson^ who had 
been educated at Dublin, and always retained 
a close intercourse with Ireland. . 

Burke, conscious of his metaphysical 
' knowledge, applied for the professorship ; 
but too late. Had he been successful, the 
Logic chair of Glasgow x might, if possible, 
have been still more eminent than the Moral 
Philosophy chairs of Glasgow and of Edin- 
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burgh: though the former haye been filled 
by a Hutchinson, Smith, and Reid; the 
latter has been occupied by a Fergusson, and 
is now by a Stewart. Burke had planned a 
confutation of the Berkleian and Humean 
hypothesis ; but the a6live engagements of 
politics afterwards prevented the completion 
of his speculative disquisitions. 

Disappointment of early views has been 
the means of advancement to several emi- 
nent men of modern times. Dr. Fergusson 
was disappointed in an application for an 
inconsiderable living in an obscure part of 
Scotland. Had he been successful, taken up 
with the duties of his profession, his literary 
and philosophical talents might have been 
lost tp the world. 

Had Dr. Johnson become master of the 
Staffordshire school, talt^ts might have been 
consumed in the tuition of boys which Pro- 
vidence formed for the instru6lion of men. 
The chair which Burke desired to fill would 
have been favourable to philosophical effort. 

VOL. I. D . 
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Whether, on the whole, his mind might 
not have been employed as usefully for him- 
self and for mankind, in the sequestered 
pursuits of literature, is a premature in- 
quiry at this stage of his life ; for, if a sol- 
vable question, the solution must depend on 
the effects arising from a different dire6lion 
of his powers during more advanced periods. 

We now khow, that the time devoted hy 
Bacon to philosophy was of infinitely su- 
perior utility to mankind to that which was 
occupied in public life* We knpw, that his 
political counsels were of much less efficacy, 
in the wise and successful reign of great 
Elizabeth, than those of men, who, though 
possessing considerable talents, were (as al- 
most all men were that ever the world saw) 
very much inferior in genius to Sir Francis 
Bacon. As a judge, even had he in a moral 
view been blameless, he could have done no 
more than a person of merely a sound un- 
xlerstanding, common learning, and pro- 
fessional knowledge, without either genius 
or philosophy. In the early part of Bacon's 



life it would have been premature to have 
determined whether, in a private or public 
capacity, he might have been most bene- 
ficial to himself and to society. 

Disappointed in Glasgow, Burke betook 
himself to London, where genius, if vigo- 
rously and assiduously exerted, and judici- 
cbusly diredled, seldom fails of ultimate 
success. 

His first arrival in the metropolis was in 
1753, and he immediately entered himself of 
the Temple. Mr, Murphy, who became a 
law-student nearly about the same time, was 
so kind as to communicate to me the parti- 
culars of his first interview with Mr. Burke, 
and the first impression which be made 
on his mind. 

Mr. Kelly, a friend of Mr. Murphy, said 
to him, * Murphy, you do not vknow our 
countryman, Burke?' Mr. Murphy ex^ 
pressing a desire to be acquainted with a 
gentleman of whom Mr. Kelly spoke very 
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highly, Mr. Kelly made a party soon after 
at his chambers, and introduced the young 
gentlemen to each other. Mr. Murphy was 
filled with astonishment, not only at the 
brilliancy and force of his new acquaintance's 
genius, but the extent and variety of his lite- 
rary attainments, though not twenty-four 
years of age, 



An intimacy commenced, which gave Mr. 
Murphy an opport;unity of thoroughly 
knowing, not only the powers and acquire- 
ments, but the juvenile. habits of Edmund. 
These, fortunately for mankind, were such 
^s to permit the most constant and complete 
cultivation of his extraordinary talents, at an 
age when the great powers of many have 
been perverted by profligacy. Edmund, 
even in\the heyday qf youth, was eminent 
for temperance. He was addi6led to no spe- 
cies of vicious indulsfence. Neither the fri- 
volity of fashionable dissipation, the wicked- 
ness of debaucljiery, nor the madness of 
gaming, wasted, corrupted, or disturbed his 
mind. 
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Various atcourits are given pf his finances 
at the outset of life. It has of late been as-* 
serted that he began the world with a hand- 
^ome competency, which he sunk by an ad-^ 
herence to a ^ party. The term handsome 
competency being vague and indefinite, I can- 
not enter inta a 'particular discussion of it ; 
but it appe^s probable that it was not very 
considerable whqn he came to London. This 
is a natural inference from the mode which 
he adopted soon aft^r his arrival. When he 
had entered himself of the Temple, he sub- 
mitted to the drudgery of regularly writing 
for daily, weekly, and monthly publications. 
It is not probable tliat a man, possessed of a 
competent subsistence in his own private for- 
tune, would seek to earn money by hired 
writing for newspapers and magazines. But 
were we to admit that his circumstances 
were good, we should by no means, by the 
admission, exalt his merit : the mor6 diffi- 
culties he had to combat, the greater force 
of mind was required to surmount them. 
To have begun the world in independent 
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circumstances would not have added to his 
chara6ler. 

In the Preface to bis Postbumous Works it is 
stated by the learned Editor, that the family 
from which Burke was sprung had been 
ennobled in several of its branches. A reader 
of the History of Ireland will find that 
Bourke * was, in the last century, the family 
name of several peers of that kingdom. Of 
these, the most distinguished were the Mar- 
quis of Clanricarde and Viscount Clanmorris, 
extin6l; and Lord Brittas, forfeited. It is pro- 
bable that these noble families were branches 
of that of Bourke — Lord Bourke. The only 

titled Bourke of the present age is the Earl 

< 

of Mayo. Burke is believed to have de- 
scended from the same root. I do i)ot men- 
tion these circumstances with a view to em- 

# 

blazon native genius by heraldry. Edmund 
Buf ke must have conferred much more lustre 



♦ The name of Burke, or Bourke, was held in high 
esteem by (he ancient Irish. ' 



upon any family than he could have d wived 
from it. But as readers are generally curious 
to kno\y something of the descent of a sub- 
je6l of biography, 1 think it my duty to state 
fafts where they can be known ; and, where 
they ainnot, the most probable and generally 
received opinions, I am assured by Dr. 
Lawrence, that Burke's grandfather possessed 
an estate of three thousand a-year, near Li- 
merick, which was confiscated. This event 
may have been the means of stimulating^ the 
talents of his^son, and perhaps the genius of 
his grandson. 

To periodical publications he contributed 
assays on various subje6ls of general litera- 
ture and particular politics. These essay Sj 
though uniting information, reasoning, in- 
vention, and composition, much beyond con- 
temporary writers, did not immediately en- 
able their author to emerge from obscurity. 
-Patronage does not always follow literary 
merit : if it do, it comes rarely when most 

wanted — before fame has secured success. 
Those who are most willing to be the pa- 
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trbiis of learning are not always the most 
capable of appreciating merit, and are often 
misled by dependents, whose own place in 
their esteem would suffer by a just appre- 
ciation. Besides, the love of obsequiousness 
ajnd flattery is very frequently the motive to 
patronage. Adulation and servility inferior 
retainers to letters will readily pay ; while to 
such arts conscious intelle6l will not stoop. 
Such, therefore, often fail of the prote6lion 
of the great. A Gibber will be admitted 
by a patron who excludes a Johnson. 

The profits of Burke's writings were at 
first small. The earliest offerings of litera- 
ture must be to fame ; from fame follows 
emolument, , 

He frequently passed his leisure hours in 
the company of Mrs. Woffington. This se- 
veral of his detra6lors have endeavoured to 
make a subje^ of ridicule. But it is certain 
that this lady's conversation was no less anxi- 
ously courted by mea of wit and genius, 
than by men of pleasure. It is equally cer- 
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tain that he was, on the whole, a man of 
great temperance. Whether he was so com- 
pletely chaste as to resist the attradlions of 
that engaging woman, I cannot affirm. If, 
instead of standing candidate for being pro- 
fessor of Logic at Glasgow, he had applied 
for orders in the kirk, and Mrs. Woffington 
had been within its jurisdi6lion, an inquiry 
would probably have been instituted; but 
as that was not the case, I have n6 means 

of satisfying the curious in that branch of 
biography. Whatever may have been his 
occasional avocations, he in the Temple ap- 
plied himself with the most vigorous in- 
dustry to writing essays and increasing his 
knowledge. Applying to learning and sci- 
ence in general, the studies to which he gave 
himself up with the most peculiar zeal were 
those which unfolded human nature ,= — ^his- 
tory, ethics, politics, pneumatology, poetry, 
and criticism. His health was gradually 
impaired by this intense application, and an 
alarming illness ensued. He resorted for 
medical advice to Dr. Nugent, a physician 



of great talents and skill, and of no less be- 
nevolence. The Do6lor, considering that 
the noise, and various disturbances incidental 
to chambers, must impede the recovery of 
his patient, kindly offered him apartments in . 
his own house. Attention and tender treat- 
ment, not from the Do6lor only, but all the 
family, had soon a more pov^erful effe6l than 
any medicine in producing the restoration 
of his health. Among the most attentive 
to her father's .patient and guest was Miss 
Nugent, whose general amiableness and par- 
ticular tenderness to himself soon excited a , 
passion in the sensible heart of Burke. He 
offered her his hand, which she accepted ; 
and, during a long life of various vicissitudes 
and trying situations, had, in her soothing 
and afFe6lionate condu6l, every reason to 
rejoice at his lot. 

Hitherto his mental powers and acquire- 
ments were but partially known. The ex-- 
ertion of his literary talents had been con- 
fined to detached essays. His first acknow- 



ledgea produ6lion is his Vindication of Na^ 
tural Society. 

This performance is an important objedl 
to his biographers, as it marks the sound 
principles of religion, philosophy, and po^ 
litics, which he had^ early formed. By an 
ironical vindication of natural society, in 
preference to artificial or political, he exposes 
the false philosophy of Bolingbroke, which* . 
he thinks, had a tendency to overturn vir*» 
tue, and every established mode of religion 
and of government. The scepticism of that 
author had hitherto infe6led only men of 
rank or literature. It was reserved for P^ine 
to simplify infidelity to the capacities of un- 
lettered men. The disciples of Bolingbroke 
considered his notions as applying to theo- 
logy only ; they did not foresee that the same 
engines that were employed for the destruc- 
tion of religion, which they did not regard, 
might be used for the subversion of govern- 
ment, . the annihilation of their privileges, 
and the forfeiture of their property, which 
they did regard. 
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The tendency of religious scepticism to 
produce political confusion was discovered 
by the penetrating genius of a Burke. He 
endeavoured to turn sceptics to sound think- 
ing, by shewing that, if false philosophy 
became general, it would ultimately destroy 
their rank, consequence, and property. In 
his ironical attack upon artificial society, he 
purposely employs the common-place mode of un- 
fair reasofning . He argues from incidental abuses 
against the several forms of political society.* 
^ Though he intentionally draws a wrong 



• Godwin, in one of the first chapters of his^ ' Political 
Justice,* in exhibiting what he calls the history 'of political so- 
ciety,! does little more . than copy the ironical arguments of 
Burke as serious; and endeavours to prove that those ob- 
jeftions, which the powerful irony of Burke demonstrates 
to be trivial, are unanswerable. In speaking of the fre- 
quency of war, and enumerating the instances in ancient and 
and modern times, he nearly repeats the very words of 
Burke. 

War, bloodshed, and desolation ; despotism, and most of 
the evils incident to man, Godwin seriously imputes to poli- 
tical society ; and they might, he affirms, have been avoided, 
had men never formed political societies, but existed in what 
he calls a state of nature \ a state never realized in the his- 
tory of man, and concerning which, consequently, \vc can- 
not reason, having neither fads nor principles. 



C9ncliision fro)ii his* statement of existing 
abusesi the statement itself is very eloquent, 
and not much overcharged. Pretending to 
prove that, because wai's often take place 
between political societies, political society 
itself is bad, he draws a very striking and 
glowing pi6ture of the horrors of war, and 
enters into a particular detail of the butche- 
ries arising from the enmities of men. He 
gives a summary of the efFe6ls of the pro- 
ceedings of Sesostris, Semiramis, and other 
conquerors, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, 
Grecian, and Roman ; the northern swarm, 
the Saracens, Tartars^ and those of more mo- 
dern times, in the bloodshed and devastation 
thiait they have caused. ** From (says he) the 
earliest dayvnings of policy to this day, the 
invention of men has been sharpening and 
improving the mystery of mui'der, from the 
rude essays of clubs and stones, to the pre- 
sent perfe6lion of gunnery, cannoneering, 
bombarding, mining, and all other species 
of artificial, learned, and refined cruelty, in 
which we are now so expert, and which 
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make a principal part of what politicians 
have taught us to believe is our principal 
glory/' He ironically imputes the evils he 
has detailed to political society, *alledging 
that, if men were not so associated, it would 
have been impossible to find numbers suf- 
ficient for such slaughters agreed in the 
isame bloody purpose. " How far then na- 
tiire would have carried us, we may judge 
by the examples of those animals who still 
follow her laws, and even of those to whom 
she has given dispositions more fierce, and 
arms more terrible, than ever she intended 
we should use. It is an incontestible truth, 

s 

that there is more havock made in one year; 
by men', of men, than has been made by all 
the lions, tygers, panthers, ounces, leopards, 
hyenas, rhinoceroses, elephants, bears, and 
wolves, upon their several species since the 
beginning of the world, though these agree 
ill enough with each other/' 

He goes over the various forms of political 
society, mentioning their (jiefe6ls ; in perfe6t 
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imitation of sceptical philosophy, puUing 
them down, and building no other systems 
in their place. So complete is the irony, 
that to many, not acquainted with such dis- 
quisitions, he woi^ld appear to be seriously 
inveighing against established government. 
Some modern democrats might suppose that 
he was supporting the do6lrines of 6ne of 
their apostles. The following passage, among 
many others, very happily imitates the de- 
clamation of anarchists. " But with respedl 
to you, ye legislators, ye civilizers of man- 
kind, ye Orpheuses, Moseses, Minoses, So* 
Ions, Theseuses, Lycurguses, Numas! — with 
respeft to you, be it spoken, your regula- 
tions have done more mischief in cold blood, 
than all the rage of the fiercest animals, in 
their greatest terrors or furies, has ever done, 
or ever could do/' These opinions so much 
resemble those of disorganizing speculators, 
that many parts of the Vindication of Na- 
tural Society against Artificial Societies, if 
taken seriously, as some readers might take 
it, would appear intended to prove specula-- 
lively what the Vindication of the Rights of 
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Nature^ in oppositum to the Usurpation of Estab- 
lisbmentj^ recommends to practice. 

The Vindication of Natural Society dis- 
plays at once the extent of the author's 
knowledge, in the historical stiatements ; the 
versatility of his genius, in the happy imita- 
tion of Bolingbroke ; and the force of his 
sagacity, in perceiving, though hitherto un- 
guided by experifence, the tendency of scep- 
ticism to dissolve the bands of society. This 
essay is evidently the produ6lion of a mind 
of no ordinary portion of talents, but of ta- 
4^nts not yet quite arrived at their, zenith. 

His first acknowledged literary work did 
not meet with so great success as its inge- 
nuity deserved. Like the paradoxes of the 
> Vicar of Wakefield's son, it neither excited 
much praise nor blame: like Hume's first ef- 



• The reader may, perhaps, not remember this treatise. 
It was one' of the ranting, ignorant, impudent elFusions of 

Thelwall, in which he states that ** Socrates was a demo^ 
erotic kdurer, and Edmund Burke a scribUrJ* 
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fort, it fell diad^horn from the press, but was 
afterwards revived by its younger brothers. 

Burke was still a student in the Temple ; 
but although no man could be more cx)m- 
pletely master of law, either in its details or 
general principles, as a subje6l of moral and 
politicial history and science, yet he does not 
appear to have studied it with very great 
zeal as a profession. Hume informs us, in 
his own Life J that, though professing to study 
law, he found an insurmountable aversion 
to every thing but the pursuits of general 
learning. ' While they (his friends^ fancied 
I was poring over Voet and Vinnius, Cicero 
and Virgil were the authors I \scas secretly 
devouring.*. In the like manner, works ojf 
taste, genius, and philosophy, attra6led 
Burke more powerfully than usage, decision,, 
and statute. Homer and Longinus occupied 
his mind more than Fortescue and Lit- 
tleton. 

Soon after his Vindication of Natural 3o- 
ijiety, he pubUslied an Essay on the Sublimf 
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and BeauiifuU* a work which shewed a genius 
much beyond that of common critics, and 
eveo of highly-approved critics. In consi- 
dering this essay, we are not to look for 
a rhetorician enumerating constituents of fine 
writing* but for a philosopher tracing 

fHJENONOMENA AND THEIR CAUSES in phy- 

sical and moral nature. He not only colle6ls 
and narrates fa6ls, but investigates prin • 
ciples ; he is not merely an experimental, he 
is a scientific critic. Longinus possessed 
more the genius of a poet than the investi- 
gating coolness of a philosopher. He illus- 
trates and exemplifies sublimity rather than 
unfolds its causes. In treating of the Su- 
blime, Longinus includes the pathetic, and 
even the beautiful. His treatise affords less 
distin6l instru6lion concerning the sublime 
in particular, than ideas concerning excellent 
composition in general. 

Sublimity and beauty had, either through 
inadvertency or ignorance, been frequently 
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confounded, and mistaken one for the other. 
This, as the author remarks, must necessa- 
rily cause many mistakes in those whose 
business it is to influence the passions ; since, 
by being unacquainted with the difference 
between the sublime and the beautiful, they 
cannot happily succeed, unless by chance, in 
either. The design of this work, then, is 
to lay down such principles as may tend to 
.ascertain and distinguish the sublime and 
the beautiful in any art, and to form a sort 
of standard for each. 

The author first inquires into the affec- 
tions of the sublime and beautiful, in their 
own nature : he then proceeds to investigate 
the properties of such things in nature as 
give rise to the affe6lions ; and, lastly, he 
considers in what manner these properties 
a6l, to produce those afFe6tions, and each 
correspondent emotion. 

It will be generally allowed by readers 
• conversant in such subje6ls, that the author 
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displays a mind, both * feelingly alive to 
each fine impulse/ and able to investigate 
its own operations, thpir effefts and causes. 
It unites Longinus and Aristotle. Burke is 
a philosophical anatomist of the human 
mind. In respe6l of taste and its obje6ls, 
he is what Hutchinson is in respe6l to the 
afFedtions, and Locke to the understanding ; 
the first who, by experiment and analysis, 
investigated an important subject in pneu- 
matology. Like those two profound phi- 
losophers, his account of phaenomena is just 
and acciurate, though some of his theories 
may be incomplete and fanciful. 

Whoever tftrns his attention to subje6ls of 
taste, must see that Burke's enumeration of 
' the qualities which constitute sublimity and 
beauty is exadl. Whoever is acquainted with 
literary history, must know that an analy- 
tical inquiry and scientific discussion of these 
subjects is new. Mr. Addison, indeed, in 
his Spe6lators on the Pleasures of the Ima- 
gination, describes . grandeur and beauty in 
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general ; but docs not analyze either, so as 
to give a clear view of constituents^ much 
less to ascertain principles. 

Many readers, who will admit the justness 
of Burke's account of qualities, may esteem 
some of his hypotheses incomplete. « What- 
ever (says he) is fitted in any sort to excite 
the ideas of pain and danger, that is to say^ 
whatever is in any sort terrible, or conver- 
sant about terrible obje(5ls, or operates in a 
manner analogous to terror, is a source of 
the sublime/ That terror is a principal 
source, he very clearly demonstrates, and 
ingeniously illustrates ; but in esteeming 
terrible objedls, and those of analogous ope- 
ration, the sole constituents of sublimity, he 
appears, like many men of genius, to be led 
too far by the love of system. 

Like Pythagoras, he, in some cases, errs 
from the tendency of a great mind to gene- 
ralization. There are many obje6ls sublime 
which are not terrible. Magnificence, vast- 
ness, force, constituents of sublimity, and 
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included in his enumeration, excite either 
astonishment or admiration, sentiments not 
analagous to terror; A' mountain, a lofty 
and spacious building, are sublime without 
being terrible. 

When he comes to speak of beauty, he 
propounds a theory, of which the following 
is the substance. Beauty is that quality, or 
those qualities, of bodies by which they cause 
love, or some passion similar to it. This 
idea cannot arise from proportion, since, in 
vegetables and animals, there is no standard 
by which we can measure our ideas of pro- 
portion ; and in man, exa6l proportion is 
not always the criterion of beauty ; neither 
can it arise from fitness, since, then, all ani- 
mals woi)ld have beauty ; for every one 
seems best adapted to its own way of living; 
and in man, strength would have the name 
of beauty, which, however, presents a very 
different idea. Nor is it the result of per- 
fedlion ; for we are often charmed with the 
imperfe6lions of an agreeable obje6l. Nor, 
lastly, of the qualities and virtues of the 



mind ; sincie such rather conciliate our es- 
teem than our love. Beauty, therefore, is 
no creature of reason, but some merely sen- 
sible quality afting mechanically upon the 
mind, by the intervention bf the senses. — 
First, the qualities of beauty, as they are 
merely sensible qualities, are comparative 
smallness. Secondly, they must be smctoth. 
Thirdly, they must have a variety in the di- 
redlion of their parts. Fourthly, they must 
have those parts not artgular, but melted, 
as it were, into each other Fifthly, they 
must be of a delicate frame, without any re- 
markable appearance of strength. Sixthly, 
they must have their colours clear and bright, 
but not very strong and glaring. Seventhly, 
or if they should have any glaring colour, 
they must have it diversified with others. 

Under the head of beauty he considers 
those qualities of sound of whidi the opera- 
tion is analogous to that of beautiful objects 
of sight. In sounds, the most beautiful are 
the soft and delicate; not that strength of 
note required to raise other passions, nor 
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notes which are shrill, or harsh, or deep. It 
agrees best with such as are clear, even, 
smooth, and weak. Thus there is a remark- 
able contrast between the beautiful and the 
sublime: sublime obje6ls are vast in their 
dimensions ; beautiful ones comparatively 
small. Beauty should be smoolth and po- 
lished; the great, rugged and negligent. 
Beauty should not be obscure; the great 
o.ught to be dark and gloomy. Beauty 
should be light and delicate; the great 
ought to be solid, and even massive. A 
great part of this enumeration is, no doubt, 
just. Most writers have resolved beauty 
into colour, figure, motion, and adaptation 
to an end ; and in the beauty of sentient and 
rational creatures have included the expres- 
sion of countenance. Mr. Hume considers 
the other constituents as subservient to uti- 
lity, and makes fitness the criterion of beauty. 
In this Mr. Hume probably errs, as many 
things are useful which are not beautiful, 
and many are beautiful which are not useful. 
But if Mr Hume lays too great a stress on 
utility as a constituent of beauty, Mr. Burke 
appears to lay too little. Beauty and utility 
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are certainly not, as Mr. Hume all edges, 
identical ; but they co-exist much more con- 
stantly than Mr. Burke's hypothesis * seema 
to allow. 

But though somewhat fanciful in parts of 
his theory, Burke is a perspicuous observer, 
and a philosophical investigator. In his de- 
tail of constituents, he is accurate and com- 
prehensive; in his assignation of efficient 
causes, often just, sometimes imaginative, 
always acute and ingenious ; in his reasoning 
on final causes, profound, wise, and pious. 

We may consider the Essay on the Su- 
blime and beautiful in two lights, — as an 
addition to literature and an exhibition of 
genius. It affords the greatest accession to 
the knowledge of a most important branch 
of pneumatqlogy, and its appropriate ob- 
je6ts, of any work which has yet appeared. 
Succeeding writers, who have rejedled the 

t . : s —». 

•* The system of our auihor» in several rcspeds, concurs 
with that of Hutchinson, who placed beauty in uniformity^ 
mingled with 'variety, altho' he dwells more on the latter than 
the former. It coincides with Hogarth'i analysis of beauty. 
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theory, have done little more than copy the 
account of the phsenomena, especially on the 
sublime. It displays the learning of a scho- 
lar, the invention of a poet, and the wisdom 
of a philosopher. Johnson considered this 
work as a .mcklel of philosophical criticism. 
« We have (he said) an example of true cri- 
ticism in Burke's Essay on the Sublime and 
Beautiful. There is no great merit in shew- 
ing how many, plays have ghosts in them, or 
how this ghost is better than that, you must 
shew how terror is impressed on the human 
, heart/ 

Burke, from this work, soon became uni- 
versally known and admired. The ignorant 
and superficial, from the subje61:, believed 
him to be a man of taste ; the learned and 
the wise, from the execution, knew him to 
be a man of taste and profound philosophy. 

On perusing Burke's book, his father was 
so enraptured as to send him a remittance 
of one hundred pounds ; from him a consi- 
derable sum, as he had not then got the es- 
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tate, which afterwards descended to Edmund 
from an elder brother, and was far from 
being opulent. By this remittance, and the 
sale of his book, he was relieved from some 
pecuniary embarrassments, which pressed 

him at the time. 

He began now to be known as a man of 
great genius and erudition. The publica- 
tion of the Essay on the Sublime and Beau- 
tiful is a GRAND EPOCH in the literary his- 
tory of Burke, as from it we may date the 
commencement of his eminence as a writer. 
This treatise was, therrfore, not only an im- 
portant accession to philosophy, an exertion 

of extraordinary genius, but a ground-work 
of extraordinary fame. 

In consequence of the manifestation of his 
intelledlual powers, men ^of distinguished 
talents courted his acquaintance. 

In reviewing the life of any man, it is of- 
ten necessary to attend to those with whom 
he had most .frequent intercourse, whether 
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private, literary, or political. Respe6ling 
the literary friends of Burke, the public is 
indebted for much valuable information to 
Mr. Boswell's Life of Johnson ; a book which, 
though it contains materials that might have 
been as well, for the reputation of the au* 
thor and of his subje6l, omitted, certainly is 
replete with useful and entertaining fa6ts 
ind observations.* The history of Boswell 
himself, and of the family of Auchinleck, 
does not diminish the value of the many 
faithful transcripts of the mind and conver- 
sation of Johnson and his companions, of 
whom Burke was, beyond all others, the most 
highly admired. At this time his fellow- 
student, Mr. Goldsmith, was in London, and 
vvas commencing his literary career. Gold- 
smith fro mi Dublin had gone to Edinburgh, 
and studied physic. Afterwards he set ou^ 
for the continent, and pursued his travels on 
foot, somewhat in the manner of George, 

• What an addition it weuld have been to the materials 
of biography, if any person of equal minuteness and accu- 
racy of observation, vigilance of attention^ powers of recol- 
ledlion and communication, had employed his talents on the 
private life and conversation of Edmund Burkt- 1 - 



in his novel of the Vicar of' Wakefield, 
partly by demanding at universities to 
enter the lists as disputant, by which, ac- 
cording to the custom of many, if he ac- 
quitted himself well, he was entitled to a 
dinner, a bed^ and a crown in money. He 
returned to England, and was employed suc- 
cessively as an usher to an academy, a cor- 
reftor to the press, a reviewer, and a writer 
for newspapers. He assiduously cultivated 
the acquaintance of Johnson, and his faculties 
were gradually enlarged by the contempla- 
tion of that great bian. * His mind (says 
Boswell, probably expressing from recollec- 
tion the opinion of Johnson) resembled a 
fertile but thin soil : there was a quick, but 
not a strong, vegetation of wliatever chanced 
to be sown. No deep root could be struck. 
The oak of the forest did not grow there, ' 
but the elegant shrubbery and the fragrant 
parterre/ 

In Johnson's commendation of Goldsmith, 
^ref^tory to the Life of Parnell, there is no- 
thing inponsjsteiit with this opinion. IJe 
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praises him. for doing well whatever he at- 
tempted, which does not imply that he either 
attempted or performed any very great or 
difficult work. 

Mr. (Sir Joshua) Reynolds and the Colossus 
of English literature sought the acquaintance 
of the Author of the Sublime. Intimate 
friendship soon succeeded his acquaintance 
with both. Mr. Reynolds's house was the 
favourite resort of men of talents. Among 
the ingenious and wise of his own country^ 
men, Johnson stood ^ like Saul among the 
people.' Indeed, anK)hg many eminent for 
literary talents, the three kingdoms afforded 
each a man exalted above the rest: — John- 
son, Hume, and Burke. ^ Johnson, from the 
commencement of their acquaintance, disco- 
vered in Burke that extraordinary genius 
and knowledg'e which the world afterwards 
saw. ' He declared he was the greatest man 
living, and that if you were to be driven 
to seek shelter from a shower of rain under 
the same gateway with him, you must in a 
few minutes perceive his superiority over 
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common men. This observation shewed not 
,only Johnson's exalted idea of Burke's trea- 
sures, but alsQ of his powers of communi- 
cation. He saw there was in him not only a 
surprising general facility qf communicating 
and applying his intelleftual stores, but a 
wonderful versatility in adapting his expla- 
nations and discourses to the subjoiSlj and to 
the capacity of the hearers. ' If (said he) 
Burke were to go into a stable, and talk for 
a short time with the ostlers, they would ve- 
nerate him as the wisest man they had ever 
seen/ Indeed, in every company, of wTiat- 
ever rank or capacity^ he poured out his 
mind; but it w^s not the display of pedantry, 
it was the effusion of fulness. 

Mr. Murphy informed me^ that Christmas 
Day, 17J8, he dined in company with Dr. 
Johnson and Mr. Burke. He then, for the 
first time, observed that Dr. Johnson would 
from Edmund bear contradi6lion, which he 
would tolerate from no other person. The 
principal subgeft of conversation was Bengal; 
concerning which, ^though then just begin- 
ning to be particularly knov^n by our coun- 
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trymen, Biirke displayed most accurate and 
extensive information. 

How greatly Johnson delighted in convi- 
vial meetings, and how he relished the at- 
tradlions of a tavern, and enjoyed that un- 
restrained conversation which it admits much 
more than domestic parties, is well knoyvn. 
A weekly club was instituded for his grati- 
fication, and for the instru6lion and enter- 
tainment of its several members. The place 
of meeting was the Turk's Head,* Gerrard- 
street, Soho ; the time every Monday, at 
seven in the evening. The chib, at its in- 
stitution, consisted of the following mem- 
bers: Johnson, Burke, Goldsinith, Reynolds, 
Mr. Topham Beauclerc, Dr. Nugent, Sir 
John Hawkins, Mr. Chamier, Mr. Bennet 
Langton. 

Mr. Beauclerc united to the charadler of 
a man of parts, information, and taste, that 
of the man of fashion. Having spent much 

time in Italy, he improved his natural taste 

' '• ■ * 

• Now a private house, N. side of the street, inhabited by 
Col, Robertson, of the Westminster Volunteers. 



for the fine arts by the contbmplation of the 
most exquisite models. W ith classical lite- 
rature, history, and antiquities, he was be- 
yond most men acquainted. His conversa- 
tion was variegated — ^learned, witty, gene- 
rally gay, sometimes serious, and always 
polite, — admirably adapted for diffusing 
pleasure over a company. He was a great ^ 
colleilor of books, and at his death left a 
library which yielded upwards of five thou- 
sand pounds. Though dissipated, his many 
amiable and re^pedlable qualifications ren- 
dered him a great favourite with Burke and 
Johnson. Nugent was a physician, well 
esteemed for professional talents, general in- 
formation, and agreeable manners. He was 
father-in-law to Burke. 

Hawkins* is since known as the executor 
and biographer of Johnson, and the historian 

VOL. I. F 
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• sir John Hawkins appears to have implicitly adopted 
some of Johnson's opinions, especially those of a bigotted 
and illiberal cast. He was very austere and morose in his 
criticisms, though by no means acate or discriminating. 
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of music. Chamier, though bred a stock- 
broker, had received a liberal education, was 
a good scholar, and particularly well versed 
in modern languages. Mr. Langton, a gen- 
tleman of Lincolnshire, of pai'ts and know- 
ledge, and from congeniality of religious 
and political notions, a distinguished fa- 
vourite with Johnson. Reynolds, long be- 
fore that time eminent for his genius and 
skill. Goldsmith, rising to literary renown • 
Far above'others stood Burke and Johnson. 

From this account it is evident that every 
member of the club was qualified to contri- 
bute a considerable portion of pleasing and 
useful conversation. This society was, in 
the talents and learning of its members, not 
inferior to the famed Scriblerus-club of the 
preceding age. Two of the number stand 
higher than Pope or Swift. The greatest 
admirers of the wit, humour, and genius of 
those two extraordinary men will hardly 
consider them as equal to the capacity, ful- 
ness, powers, and exertion of Johnson; to 
the force, versatility, expansion, richness, 
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and invention of Burke. However much the 
world is indebted to the separate efforts of 
the members of this club, it does not appear 
that, like those of the Scriblerus, they em- 
ployed their literary labours in any joint 
work. Indeed this is not difficult to account 
for: the leading men of the Scriblerus re- 
sembled one another in the species as well as 
the degree of their excellence ; whereas John- 
son and Burke w-ere as different from each 
other in the species and direction of their ta- 
lents, as they were superior to most men in 
the degrees of their mental powers. But 
though the members of the Turk's-head did 
not unite their talents in the production of 
any work, they derived very great advan- 
tages from mutual intercourse, commimica- 
tion of opinions, and the result of separate 
experience, closely examined and ably dis- 
cussed. Though they did not join their ta- 
lents in one work, they exerted themselves 
severally in the club, by speaking or writing 
on subje6ls of literature. 
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The membei-s of the Turk's-head, like 
those of the Scriblenis club, very frequently 
unbent themselves by liglit amusements and 
frolics, A remark made on the latter may 
be equally a})pl!ed to other literary societies, 
' They (the Scriblerus-club) often expe- 
rienced the truth of Horace's observation, 
Dul e est desipere in loco. The time for wits 
to play the fool is when they meet together 
to relax from the severity of mental exer- 
tions. Their follies have frequently a degree 
of extravagance much beyond the phlegmatic 
merrinient of sober dulness, and can be re- 
lished by those only who, having wit them- 
selves, can trace the extravagance to the real 
source, and make a candid allowance for aa 
effe6t arising from so noble a cause.'* 

The Turk's-head indulged themselves in 
agreeable trifling as well as important discus- 
sion. Goldsmith contributed no less to the 



• See Livis of the Authors of the Spe^ator, published by 
G. Cawthorn, No, 132, Strand. 
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amusement of the ' club by his foibles and 
absurdities than to their entertainment by 
his abilities. Perhaps, indeed, there never 
was a man, the various traits of whose cha* 
racier were more inconsistent than those of 
' Goldsmith,-r-never a more motely mi:jitiire 
of strength and weakness, clearness and con- 
fusion, knowledge ajid ignwance. Though 
capable of exhibiting human character na- 
turally and humorously, either in a single 
essay or through a volume, he could not teU 
a story without murdering it. Although in 
continuous writings his views Were clear, 
just, and comprehensive; in occasional con- 
versation he. was perpetually falling into 
gross blunders. In his literary efforts, he 
pourtrayed nature, without deviating from 
truth : embellishing whatever : he repre- 
sented,* he produced whatever effe^l he de- 
sired. In company he always said or did 
something different from what he intended* 

• F 3 :- ^:r' ■ 
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* Nihil tetigit qood non ornavjt, , .r • 
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The opponents of a nobleman of considerable 
talents affixed to him the name of Malagrida. 
This nobleman, it is well known, has been 
accused of insincerity and duplicity. Gold- 
smith being in company with him, and pro- 
bably meaning to say to him that he won- 
dered how people could apply to his Lord- 
ship the name of a man of fair chara6ler as 
a term of reproach, said, * I am surprized 
how they can call your Lordship Malagrida; 
Mftlagrida was an honest man/ 

Goldsmith vahied-^liimself very much on 
his hon mots ; and, were we to iudge from 
his publications, we might conceive not with- 
out reason, but in conversation the point 
was lost. As he was extremely vain in ge- 
neral, he was peculiarly so in what concerned 
his colloquial powers, not only trying new 
jests, but repeating those he made in other 
companies ; and was much mortified if they 
did not produce the intended laugh. Haw- 
kins, in his Life of Johnson, tell us that a 
common preface of Goldsmith to a story was, 
^ I'U tell you a story of myself, which some 
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people laugh at and some do not/ One 
evening, as the company was breaking up, 
he told them if they would call for another 
bottle they should hear one of his bon mots. 
They agreed, and he began thus : * I was 
once told that Sheridan the player, in order 
to improve himself in stage gesture, had 
looking-glasses, to the number of ten, hung 
about his room, and that he pra6tised before 
them ;, upon which I said, — then there were 
ten ugly fellows together/ The company 
not discovering much humour in this story, 
and perhaps wishing to mortify his anxious 
solicitude for praise, did not laugh. He 
went away in a great passion, without tasting 
the wine. 

The members often amused themselves in 
making puns. Goldsmith was eager to try 
any means to attain praise; and not only 
tried his invention, but endeavoured to retail 
the puns he hearjd in other companies as his 
own. He had heard the pun about sending 
stale pease to Hammersmith, as that was 
the way to (turn'era green) Turnham- 
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Green. Believing that piin new, he resolved 
,to use it as his own, and at supper, pretend- 
ing to think the pease too old, called to the 
waiter to send the pease to Hammersmith. 

* To Hammersmith, Sir?' ' Yes, (says 
Goldsmith) that's the way to make them 
green/ He was very angry that the com- 
pany found no jest, blundering out, \ it v/as 
a very good joke when I heard it las]t night/ 
He afFedled the manner of Johnson; and 
the club, to vex him, called him* Dr. Minor, 
giving to Johnson, as all must acknowledge 
he d,eserved among any Do6lors, the appel- 

. lation of Dr. Major. He was greatly af- 
fronted with the application of the title of 
Dr. Minor to him. Johnson had a custom 
of contra6lin2 the names of his friends, as 
Mund for Edmund. GoldvSjuith was much 
displeased with the contraction 'of Goldy as 
a diminution of his importance, and said, 

* I wish, Sir, you would not call me Goldy, 
but Do6ior Goldsmith/ His vanity ex- 
tended even to his dress. He was as anxious 
to b? thought well attired iis an ignorant 
beau, or a boarding-school girl> but had no 



earthly taste in the choice of habiiiments. 
He one day came to the chib in a very glaring 
bloom- coloured coat, and strutted about, 
looking at his clothes, and seemingly wishing 
them to attra6l the attention df the company. 
Some of them ridiculed his dress. He, to 
prove how wrong . they were,- said, * let me 
tell you, gentlemen, wlien my ta:ylor brought 
home this coat, lie begged of me to tell all 
my friends who made it .' ^ Wliy (said 
Johnson) that was because he knew the 
strange colour would attra6l' crouds to gaze 
at it, and thus they might hear of him, and 
see how well he could make a coat even of 
so absurd a colour/ 

By such frivolities did the author of the 
Deserted Village, of the Vicar of fVahjield, 
^ndthe Travellers often expose himself to men 
greatly his inferiors in intelle6lual powers, . 

\ 

t 

In the club, Burke frequently amused 
himself with punning ; but his efforts gene- 
rally produced rome resemblance of thought, 
imagery, or sentiment^, not merely a play 



of words. One recorded by Boswell was 
on the mob chairing Wilkes. This being 
mentioned at the club, Burke made a small 
change in the words in which Horace de- 
scribes Pindar's nnmhers :-^Fertur numeris 
lege solutis. He (Pindar) is carried (by the 
force and rapidity of his genius) in numbers 
uncontrouled by law, (the rules of versifi- 
cation). Burke, instead of numeris made bu^ 
meris. He (Wilkes) is carried on shoulders 
imcontrouled by law. Even here, besides 
the. play of words, we see that he, though a 
a friend to liberty, ^satirizes the licentiousness 
of a mob. * Burke, from the exuberance of his 
mind, took a considerable share in the con- 
versation ; but was always unassuming and 
polite, listening with attention to the obser- 
vations of others, and endeavouring to de- 
scend toanequality witheverymembei-. His 
manners and colloquial talents rendered him 
the delight and admiration of the company, 
but most of all of Johnson, who was the most 



* One of the reviewers censures thr» interpretation of the 
pun ; probably thinking it treason against the Majesty of the 
People, 
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c?ipable of appreciating his excellence. He 
remarked, that whenever he was in company 
with Burke he went away more knowing , 
and wiser than he came, and that every time 
they conversed, his mind was kept on the 
full stretch. The members of the club, and 
other friends of both, observed that Johnson 
. never discoursed with greater animation and 
energy than when his powers were excited 
by Burke. '■ , 

Soon after the institution of the club, Mr. 
Garrick, who had been on his travels, re- 
turned to England, and being well acquainted 
with most of the members, gave some in- 
timation that he would be one of their num- 
ber, supposing that the least hint of such a 
desire would be eagerly embraced. Johnson, 
who, though he loved Gar rick, imder- 
valued his profession, was offended at what 
he esteemed the presumption of an off€r 
where lie ought to have made a request. 
' He will be one of us ! — how does he know 
we will let him?' Burke, who equally re- 
garded Garrick, and thought much more 
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highly of theatrical talents, wished he might . 
be introduced ; but Johnson exclaimed, ' He 
will disturb us with his buffconery/ Neither 
Burke nor others, who were disposed to 
admit him, insisted on his admission; so 
• that he did not become a member immedi- 
ately, but was afterwards received into the 
club. Sir John Hawkins, therefore, is inaccu- 
rate in his assertion, that Garrick was never 
eleded. It is a matter of notoriety that he 
was chosen a member, and that he continued 
so to his death. Sir John states himself to 
have left it, because the hours were later than 
agreeable to him, and convenient to his 
family. Most men endued with taste, and who 
could comprehend intelle6lual excellence, 
would have, for such company, continued an 
hour or two longer, even though not al- 
together conformable to their usual practice, 
and the regulations of their family. To men 
of talents such company as Johnson and 
Burke would be a much higher treat than 
an opera or a ball to the frivolous votaries 
of fashionable amusements. According to 
Boswell, who very faithfully recorded what- 
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ever related to the club, Sir John one 
evening attacked Burke so rudely, that all 
the company testified their displeasure.* 
At their next meeting they received Hawkins 
so coolly as to prevent his future visits. 

Burke made considerable progress in a con- 
futation of the visionary theories of Berkley 
and Hume concerning the existence of mat* 
ter. Had not other obje6ls withdrawn his 
attehtion from metaphysical discussions, it 
is probable he might have controverted more 
of Hume's positions, and followed him to 
ethics and rdigicn. He was a rational Chris- 
tian ; and no man better understood the 
foundation of his faith, or could more ably 
defend it against attacks. His pen, if em- 
ployed on the subje6l', must have produced 
an answer which even Hume could not have 
had the hardihood to disresrard. But it be- 



* One subje£l of dispute was the merit of Fielding'^, 
Novels, which Hawkins attacked and Btirke defended. 
What Hawkins wanted in argument he endeavoured to 
supply by abuse, of which he poured out ^ great quantity. 
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longs not to t|jp biographer to launch into 
the regions of possibility, his province is 
to narrate fadls. Politics soon occupied 
Burke's attention, so much as to leave little 
time for publications wijth which they had 
no immediate conneaion. 

While studying the philosophy of Hume, 
he was not inattentive to ^ subject which oc- 
cupied that illustrious man, to the -much 
greater benefit of mankind. He became 
more intimately conversant with history in 
general, and the history of these realms in 
particular ; carrying his attention to more 
recent periods than those which our philo- 
sophical historian has described. He made 
himself master of our history, external and 
internal, from the revolution, in all its 
branches ; its great and increasing compli- 
cations and varieties. In 1758, he proposed 
to Mr. Dod^ley a plan of an Annual 
Register of the civil, political, and literary 
transaaionJ of the times. Mr. Dodsley ac- 
, ceded, and the work was carried on for 
several years, either by Burke, or under his 
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immediate inspe6lion. Afterwards, when he 
was immersed in a6live politics, it w^s condu6l- 
ed under his general superintendence, with 
only occasional exerti9ns of his own talents. 
To ascertain what parts of the Annual Regis- 
ter were executed by Burke hiinself requires 
no very great degree of penetration in a 
reader. AlthougE several writers for this 
publication were men of learning, it is easy 
to distinguish between the effedls of mere 
lettered industry and of extraordinary 

\ 

powers. 

He had, at an early period of his life^ 
become connedled in intimate friendship with 
Mr. Hamilton, known by the name of Single-- 
speech Hamilton^ from an uncommonly excel- 
lent speech which he once delivered in the 
House of Commons. As he never distin- 
guished himself by any other display of 
eloquence in the British senate, his friend, 
Mr. Burke, has be^n supposed the author 
of that oration . What has served to confirm 
the public in this opinion is, that afterwards, 
when Mr. Hampton went over as Secaretary 



\ 



to Lord Halifax, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
he prevailed on this Mentor to accompany 
him, and procured for him a pension on the 

It' 

Irish establishment of three hundred pounds 
a year. Mr. Hamilton distinguished him- 
self by a second speech in the Irish parliament, 

on a motion of Administration for sufferinff 

'. ' . . • 

popish regiments to be raised in Ireland, 

for assisting Portugal against Spain. Burke 
was also supposed to be the composer of 
this, speech. From being believed to have 
written in favour of employing papists as 
soldiers, a fi6lion arose that he was a papist 
himself. To give consistency to this fi6lion, 
it was reported that he had received his edu- 
cation and principles at St. Omers. 

Those who were best acquainted with 
Hamilton and liurke do not think that the 
latter composed any of the speeches spoken 
by the former. The talents of Hamilton and 
his literary attainments were very great, and 
fully adequate to the produ6lion of the 
speeches which he spoke. An ample fortune, 
however, precluding the necessity of forming 
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habits of industry, and affording the means 
of pleasurable indulgence, to which he was 
prone, encouraged an indolence which kept 
his greats talents from being vigorously ex- 
ercised. At no period of his life was Burke 
addi6led to dissipation. Of gaming he is 
said to have been so completely ignorant, 
that we are informed by an eminent coun- 
tryman of his, that he hardly knew a single 
game at cards. To such a mind the resources 
were so abundant as to render unnecessary 
the aid of pidlured pasteboard. 

V 

' The time was now approaching, when his 
talents were to be displayed on the great 
political theatre. He returned to England. 
His pension exempted him from the constant 
necessity of frittering his genius in epheme- 
rous prodii6lions. He employed himself in 
colle6ling treasures of wisdom, especially mor 
ral and political knowledge and philosophy, 
attending at once to detail and generalization, 
fadt and principle, usage and law. He still 
occasionally wrote political essays in periodical 
publications. The Public Advertiser was 

VOL. I. , G 
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tlien the paper to which men of literature 
and genius most frequently contributed their 
efforts. Burke's writings in that journal at-^ 
tra6led the notice of that worthy nobleman, 
the Marquis of Rockingham, who remarked 
their uncommon ability, and soon nought 
the acquaintance t)f the author. He was in- 
troduced to the Marquis by Mr. Fitzherbert, 
father of Lord St. Helens. 'This maybe 
considered as a grand epoch in the life of 
Burke, as from it commenced his political 
career, 

m 

As he is soon to make his appearance in a 
different situation from what he has hitherto 
occupied, it may not be improper to take a 
view of his intelle6lual and moral chara61er 
during a life solely literary, and which could 
not yet be called political. As a man of ge- 
nius and learning he had established his re- 
putation, and was ranked in a very high 
class. His Essay on the Sublime and Beau- 
tiful had: displayed extraordinary powers, 
both of invention and research. His perio- 
dical performances marked at once accuracy 
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and multiplicity of knowledge, extent of 
views, and variety and appropriation of lan- 
guage. His conversation wa» equally in- 
stru^ive, pleasing, and entertaining. His 
moral chara6ler was ^ as amiable and re- 
spedlable as his intelle6lual was a|dmirable. 
His integrity was unimpeached. Every ac- 
tion appeared to flow from benevolence. To 
render those "with whom he consorted happy 
was the leading obje6l of his conduct. His 
behaviour was delicate, insinuating, and en- 
gaging. The softness of his manners tem- 
pered the lustre of his genius. His temper 
was mild, sweetness and sensibility marked 
his countenance. There had not yet appeared 
that excessive irritability, that phrenzy of 
passion, which the contentions of the senate 
afterwards drew forth» The sparks were 
latent previous to the collision of party con- 
test. The inflammable particles caught not 
fire antecedent to parliataenjtary concussion. 
In the thinner atmosphere of literary seclu- 
sion, those combustibles evaporated, which, 
in the denser medium of active politics, burst 
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out in lightning arid tliunderbplts. In hi» 
circumstances, he, though very far from be- 
ing opident, was, by his intellectual labours, 
dependent only on his genius. He surpassed 
most men not only in knowledge and powers, 
but in readiness of exertion and vigour of 
persevering industry. His talents, with his 
habits of exercise, and the terms he could 
command, from the estimation in which he 
was held, were sutBcient to insure him an 
independent income. Such was his state in 

« 

respe6l of talents, habits, temper, and the 
means of independence. Such was the stock 
he carried with him when he betook himself 
to politics. By the probable effects of his 
qualifications, if exclusively devoted to lite- 
rary efforts, compared with their adlual ef- 
fects, principally tlevoted to public affairs, 
is his removal from the closet to the senate 
to be deemed fortunate or unfortunate to 
himself and to mankind. 

, To enable us to comprehend the conduct 
of a political a6lor, it is necessary to take a 
view of public affairs at the commencement 



of his agencyi and tx) remark their progress 
and variations during its continuance. 

When Burke first entered on the business 
of the nation, clouds were gathering over 
the political atmpsphere, — clouds which, if 
they did not portend a certain storm, ren- 
dered its approach probable. In the East, 
indeed, there was sun-shme ; ever-head the 
sky was overcasting ; in the west it lowered ; 
res in oriente prospene^ in occidente minaces. 
Internally, discontents were prevalent; in 
the American colonies, disaffection was ra- 
pidly spreading. 

Soon after ,the commencement of this 
reign, a spirit of opposition to Government 
was rising to disloyalty and turbulence. The 
resignation of a minister of uncommon ta- 
lents, vigour, decision, and success, dis- 
pleased the public. Deprived of his invigo- 
rating influence and wise dlreftion, it was 
apprehended the counsels of Government 
would become imprudent and feeble. Al- 
though the care^ of success not only con-* 

a 3 
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tinned undiminished, but \yas increifted, 
vi(5lory was imputed to the adoption of his 
plans* by persons unable themselves to frame 
wise measures. With the fame and popu- 
larity of his predecessor, national prejudice 
concurred in rendering Lord Bute odious to 
the natives of England. Pitt was a minister 
of extraordinary abilities ; little merit would 
have been found in a successor even tho' an 
Englishman. .The place of his nativity, in- 
dependent of the virtues of his predecessor, 
would have been found sufficient to attach 
demerit to a Scotchman. The avowed rea- 
son for dislike to the Scotch Minister was, 
that the liberty of the country was in dan- 
ger, from his principles and condu6l. 

The Earl of Bute was certainly not in- 
debted to superiority of capacity for his ex- 
altation. His talents, though not contempti- 
ble, were by no means great; his attain- 
ments were such as moderate parts can easily 
reach. He was a good classical scholar; he 
was tolerably well versed in those experi- 
mental details in natural history, physics. 
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chemistry, botany, and astronomy, which 
frivolous minds dignity with the name of 
philosophy. But^ieither in natural, moral, 

nor poUtjcal knowledge, were his views en- 

« 

larged . In his principles of government he 
was arbitrary ; in his disposition proud : he 
was ambitious far beyond his capacity ; and, 
though of a decent moral chara6ler, by no 
means agreeable in his manners. He was 
thought tinctured with the dissimulation and 
artifice by which ordinary minds often at- 
tempt to suppjy the want of great talents^ 
By these means he was supposed to have 
Gome into power, and from the manifest 
earnestness with which he sought to disgust 
men of distinguished abilities and of popu- 
lar principles, was believed to have formed 
a plan of governing the country by mere 
court favouritism. Far inferior to Pitt in 
powers, far inferior to the Duke of New- 
castle in popular deportment, he was, by the 
majority of the nation, at once hated and 
disregarded. His talents were too trifling to 
enforce veneration ; nor did he, by an en- 
gaging demeanour, endeavour to win afFec- 

G * 
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t ion . His measute s soon increased the odium ^ 
which his charadter had excited, A deter- 
piined respUuipn wa§ imputed to him to ele- 
vate th? friends of arbitrary power, and de- 
grade the suppprters of freedom * To his. 
internal measures, his. external joined in stir-? 
ring up (iiscontent. A peace, made on much 
less advantageous terms than believed attain-, 
able, in the hour of universal vi6lory, height- 
ened the outcry. To inflame popular dis"* • 
content, leaders are never wanting. Abuse 
of the Minister extended to abuse of his 
country, and rose to ^abuse of the royal fa-r 
mily, and of the Sovereign himself. The 
King was represented as deviating from the 
principles and condu6l of his two predeces- 
sors, and likely to imitate the despotic mear 
sures of the house of Stuart. He had been 
educated by an arbitrary tutor, and was ap- 



* If we examine the particular appointments made undei; 
Lord Bute, we shall find that he neither elevated the friends 
of liberty nor of despotism— but his a^n friends. His bro- 
ther, a very respedable, man^ was made Lord Privy Seal; 
his brother-in-law^ Sir Robert Menzies, one of the gentle- 
men of the Police, with 400I. a year; no very great appoint- 
ment to so near a conncdlion of the Prime Minister. 



prehen4ed by many to have imbibed the 
same principles hinjself. The virtual dis- 
naission, first, of the greatest and most po- 
pular minister of the oentury, and, after- 
wards, of the Whig Oonnedtions, made room 
for the tutor tq be his minister, and added 
to the apprehension. Courtiers, indeed, as- 
serted that, whereas his two predecessors 
had devoted theniselves to on^ party, the 
present, King was resolved to be of none. 
The Whigs replied, that the two former 
Kings had chosen their ministers from those 
who maintained the principles to which they 
owed their throne ; but that Bute maintained 
principles diametrically opposite. Fro^i 
these circumstances, it was inferred by the 
Opposition, that the Sovereign himself must 
have a prediledlion fpr unlimited mpnarchy. 
In many subordinate departnients North 
Britons were appointed to serve. According 
to popular speakers, writers, and their vo. 
taries, the promotion of Scotchmen portended 
the downfall of English freedom. National 
prejudice, represented the Scotch, in general^ 
^s unfriendly to liberty, The charadler of 
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their patron rendered this charge not im 
probable, as to the creatures * of Lord Bute 
in particular. Hatred of Bute and his 
cpuntrymen became so prevalent as to be 
reckoned a charadleristic of an English pa- 
triot. Writings in abundance fanned the 
flame — writings of all descriptions, from the 
vulgar ribaldry of ballads to the li\'ely wit 
and plausible declamation of Wilkes, and 
the keen, poignant satire of Churchill. Lord 
Bute, wherever he went, was received with 
the most flagrant marks of contenipt and 
hatred. Finding that court favour was too 
feeble a shield against, the strong attacks of 
popular detestation, he retired from office, 

* Some of the private favourites of Lord Bute were men 
of genius; for instance, Mr. John Home. Vanity might, no 
doubt, lead others to boast of an influence which they did not 
really possess, I remember I once met with a person who 
was, or is, a minister in Dumfrieshire, who talked much of 
his intimacy with Lord Bute, and even with his Majesty. 
The King, according to this mattes account, would often ask 
him to sup with him, and in a very familiar stilr. The usual 
mode of invitation, he said, \yas, Dick Bronjun, 'will you eat an 
egg luitb me this evening ? A brother clergyman, Mr. Fer- 
gusson, of Moulin, very gravely asked him if he had read 
BeattieV Essay on I" ruth ? 
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The resignation of Lord Bute did not ap-^ 
pease the people. Their favourite orators 
and writers persuaded them that he was still 
the a6ling, though not the ostensible minister. 
It was generally believed that there was an 
interior cabinet, from which the reisponsible 
officers of state were obliged to receive di- 
redlions. Popular writers perswered irt 
their invedlives against the court. One of 
the most. violent of anti-ministerial publi- 
cations was the North Briton. 

Mr. Wilkes, member for Aylesbury, was 
more distinguished for pleasantry and col- 
loquial talents, than for vigour of genius, 
eloquence, or political knowledge; more 
fitted for entertaining and diverting a com- 
pany, than for informing and iristru6ling a 
senate. His dissipation, to which his com- 
panionable qualities probably contributed, 
had greatly involved his circumstances. His 
profligate disregard of every thing that was 
sacred, virtuous, or decent, had ruined his 
charafter* In this situation, he had applied 
to Lord Bute for some employment wiiich 



4night enable him to extricate himself from 
his difficulties. His charadler was so notor 
riousi th»t Bute, who professed a great re- 
gard for religion, and especially for the 
established church, could not with any de^ 
cency patronize him, though a man who, 
irom his principles and desperate fortunes, 
might have easily been rendered the willing 
-tool of any designs, however arbitrary. Dis- 
appointed, Wilkes, in revenge, resolved to 
pour out inve6lives against ministry, and 
established the North Briton for that pur- 
pose. The observations were so trite, vague, 
and superficial, that Lord Bute did not ap- 
,pear, for a considerable time, to pay any 
attention to the work. After his resignation, 
No. 45 was so audacious as to pour out the 
most false and scurrilous abuse agrainst the 
Sovereign himself. Silent contempt would 
have suffered this paper speedily to pass into 
meritied oblivion ; but the imprudent eager- 
ness of ministry to punish its author, raised 
both the paper and him to a notice which, 
probably, neither would have otherwise at- 
tained. Wilkes had before been little known,^ 



except For his profligacy :' the ministers 
raised him to eminence. His fortune had 
been entirely ruined by vice and extrava- 
gance: the prosecution paved the way to 
opulence. Discontent was already very great ; 
the proceedings against him made it spread* 
with astonishing rapidity. 

Lord Mansfield, by far the ablest of those 
members who generally supported Govern -^ 
nient, was averse to the prosecution Vof 
Wilkes: ' I am/ said he, * decidedly against 
the prosecution: his consequence will die 
away, if you let him alone ; but by public 
notice of him, you will increase that conse- 
quence — the very thing he covejts, and has 
in full view/ 

The resentment, however, of the court 
overcame sound policy. The ministers, by 
apprehending him on a general warranto 
overstepped the boundaries of law.. This 
deviation from legale precision (though fire-» 
quently precedented, according to BIaok-<^ 
stone, iq extraordinary cases) was construed^ 



by the popular leaders and their followers, 
to be a flagrant invasion of constitutional 
rigjits, and a justification of their fears re- 
spe6ling the arbitrary designs of the court. 
Indeed, not the jopular leader s^ only, but 
one of the first sages of the law. Lord Chief 
Justice Pratt, (afterwards Camden) con- 
sidered the apprehension as illegal. Even 
- many of those, who, before, had been, well- 
disposed towards Government, were seized 
with the contagion, and joined with its most 
violent opponents, in associating the ideas of 
Wilkes and Liberty. Wilkes took ad- 
vanta^ of this delusion. It was a remark 
often made by him to his intimates, * That 
the pjifelic was a goose, and that a man was 
a great fool not to pluck a feather.' He set 
up a printing-press, published the proceed- 
ings against him at one guinea a copy, and 
considerably bettered his finances. Many 
men, cjf real talents and virtue, thought it a 
duty of patriotism to support, when op- 
pressed, a man, whose private profligacy 
they abhorred. Perhaps they might reason 
qh the principle so ably maintained hy Caesar, 



m his speech on the discovery of Catiline^ 
conspiracy, that deviations from established 
law are more dangerous when they regai*d 
worthless, than worthy charafters, as the 

« 

wickedness of the individual may draw away 
the attention of men from the arbitrariness 
of the measure; and thus the illegal adl 
more easily steal into a precedent. The per- 
secution of Wilkes was one of the principal 
causes of the internal discontents which 
marked the early part of the present reign. 
The infamous Essay on Woman,* his ex- 
pulsion from the House of Commons, the 
prbsecution of the Lords, the indi6lments 
for blasphemy from the inferior courts, and 
the demands of his creditors, concurred in 
driving him to exile. He might himsdf 

1 ) 1 * I „ ■ — — ^— i> ■ I I _ \m 

* Accompanied by notes, stated ia the ^title-page to be 
the production of Bishop Warbarton ; for Which the L^ria 
prosecuted Wilkes, as guilty of a breach of th^ir privileges. 
The pretended imputation of obscene writing to a JBishpp of 
high character had not even the merit of originality. The 
Latin poems, intituled Mevrsius, ^s obscene and pfofane 
as the Euajf 9u Wo?nan, (with infinitely more wit, in fine lan- 
guage, and very elegi^it verse), were? so called from a German 
Bishop, of v^ry great sanctity and virtue. 



have been forgotten, had not subsequent 
J njustice, at the instance of another ministry, 
rekindled the popular jflame. But, though 
Wilkes was descending to oblivion, the dis-^ 
satisfa6lion was by no means subsiding. The 
proceedings respe6ling the infamous Essay 
were not attributed to a laudable zeal in 
£avoiur of piety and morality, but to resent- 
ment against a person who had exposed the 
measures of ministry, and was likely to re- 
ceive, from the laws of his country, satisfac- 
tion for their illegal conduit. The Essay. 
had not been published : a nobleman, once 
the intimate companion of Wilkes, and not 
more distinguished than he for virtue and 
holiness, procured a copy, from the confi- 
dence of friendship, and was the discoverer •* 
JMany of the most important measures of the 
legislature and executive government, many 
of the most important questions discussed in 
the courts of justice, were either derived 



* Happy (says the witty Earl of Chesterfield, in one of 
his letters to his son) is it for this nation, that God hath 
been pleased to raise up, in Mr: Wilkes, a patriotic defender 
df our rights and liberties ; "and, in the Earl of Sandwich, 
so zealous a defender of our religion and morals I 
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from the proceedings of Wilkes and his 
abettors, or with them and their consequences 
intimately connedted. These, therefore, 
must be held in view by all who would judge 
impartially of the great political adlors. • 

While discontent was spreading in Eng-» 
land, disafFe6lion much more formidable was 
fast encreasing in America, which, if party, 
at home did not engender, it certainly nou- 
rished. The discontent of America had its 
origin in a new system adopted by Govern- 
ment. This was, to raise, by* authority of 

Parliament, a revenue from the colonies^ 
which had hitherto taxed themselvej^. The 

system may be traced back to the admii^i- 
stration of Lord Bute ; an administration, 
which, combined with his subsequent in- 
fluence, and the influence of those who im- 
bibed his sentiments, hds been the source of 
very momentous consequences to this coun- 
try. One branch of the policy by which 
Bute thought his plans of government likely 
to be most effeftually carried into executioni 
was to keep up a much larger peace esta-* 
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blishment of the army than formerly. To 
support this additional army, an additional 
revenue was necessary ; the more difficult, 
as Britain was very much exhausted by the 
war recently concluded. Mr. George Gren- 
ville, the ostensible Prime Minister, had de- 
voted much of his. time and attention to 
finance, and was esteemed a very skilful 
financier.* His skill, however, was dire6led 
more to the produ6liveness of the diity than 
the policy of the taxation . In devising various 
schemes of revenue, it appeared to him that 
America, which had hitherto been left to 
tax herself, for her own internal establish- 
ments, should be obliged to contribute to the 
general support of the British empire. Several 
financial regulations of the British legislature, 
on that principle, respedting tlie American 
colonies, were, in America, represented as 
intolerable grievances in themselves, and as 



♦ One of the most useful measures of that minister was 
the annexation of the Isle of Man to the Crown of Britain, 
by which smuggling was greatly repressed ; and the Manes, 
instead of being subject to feudal aristocracy, enjoyed the 
blci.^ings of the British ConnitutioB. 
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parts of a plan to invade the, liberty and 
property of the colonies. This opinion was 
countenanced by some of the greatest men 
in both houses of parliament. _Dissatisfa6tion, 
on each side of the Atlantic, was increased 
by reciprocal a6iion and re-a6lion. Not- 
withstanding the prevalence of such senti- 
ments at home and abroad, the Ministry 
proceeded with their plan of raising a re- 
venue from America, and framed the famous 
stamp*aEl\ an ,a6l which displayed great 
financial skill, * as it was* simples practicable, 
and equitable in its operation, . equally well 
adapted to all the colonies, and in its nature 
efficacious/ In America, obje6lions were 
made, not merely to some of its details, but 
to the competency of the enactors. The 
tight of the British Parliament to impose 
taxes on colonies, not represented in it, was 
disputed with great warmth. Very strong 
remonstrances were transcribed, from the 
provincial assemblies to the King and Par- 



* See Stedman's History of the American Wfir, vol. i. 
p« 2S, Introdudlion. 
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Uament. Resolutions were adopted^ denying 
the right of Britain to impose taxes. Means 
wCTe employed for forming a general com- 
bination, to prevent the measures of Govern- 
ment from taking effecSl. The resolutions 
of the Americans to oppose the stamp-a6l 
necessarily produced very great interruption 
to the commerce of this country. The mer- 
cantile sufferers joined with the political 
disapprovers of the scheme of taxation, and 
dissatisfadlion with Ministry was very ge- 
neral! Mr. Grenville became very unpopular 
through the nation, and was now no great 
favourite at court. 

The dismission of the Grenville Admini- 
stration is said to have been owing princi* 
pally to the following circumstance : — On an 
illness of the King, a plan was formed for a 
regency, should any of the Princes come to 

the crown while a minor. By this plan, the 
Pi-incess of Wales had been left out. Whether 
this was an unintentional omission, or that 
the Ministers did not think the interference 
of a female, advanced in years, necessary to 



the government of a great empire, while 
there were men fully' competent, I do not 
know; but it was believed to have given 
great offence to the members of the interior 
cabinet, who, being better acquainted with 
her Royal Highness's talents, could more ;; 
justly appreciate the value of her couriseL.. . 
The preterition of the Princess accelerated^ 
if not caused, the dismission of Ministry ..;: - 

'There were then two parties in oppo^tion 
to Government, — Mr. Pitt's and th(^-]Dulce 
of Newcastle's. From the age and- infirmi- 
ties of his Grace, the Marquis of Rbt:l&iogham 
was considered as the afting leader. A 
favourable opportunity now offered itself to 
these parties, combining the^principal ability 
and property of the^ kingdom, to overturn 
the system of court-favouritism; but the 
jealousies of the leaders prevented an union 
so desirable to the friends of liberty and their 
coiuitry. Overtures were made by the Court, 
fir^t, to Mr. Pitt; but he boldly and patrioti- 
cally insisted, that all the secret advisers, and 
their creatures, should be entirely excluded 

us 
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from any share in the dirq6lion of afFaira, 
To this the Court would not altogether 
agree. Proposals were then made to the 
Marquis of Rockingham and the Duke of 
Newcastle, who, with their pdrty, acceded 
to the offers of the Court. Lord Rockingham 
was appointed Prime Minister, and the Duke 
-of Newcastle President of the Council. This 
h^ty acceptance of office by the Rockingham 
party displeased Pitt. It is morally certain^, 
thiat if they had kept aloof for a short time, 

the joint force oftheir party and Pitt's would 

« 

have cothpelled the court-junto, no longer 
supported by Grenville and the Bedford in^ 
terest, to suffer them to form an admini- 
stration on whatever terms they pleased. 
Now Lord Rockingham was Minister, with 
upright intentions, public confidence; but 
without that support from all the friends of 
freedom which would have been necessary to 
render him independent of favouritism. 

. * 

Such was the state of affhirs when Diirke 
began to devote his extraordinary talents to 
public business. 
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Of his first introdu6lion to the Marquis, 
he himself givtjs an account in his speech. 
• In the year 1765/ he says, * being in a very 
private station, far from any line of business, 
and not having the honour of a seat in this 
house, it was my fortune, by the intervention 
of a common friend, to become connedled 
with a very noble person, then at the head 
of the Treasury department. It was indeed 
a situation of little rank and no consequence, 
suitable to the ipediodrity of my talents and 
pretensions ; but a situatioii near enough to 
enable me to see, as well as others, what w?is 
going on ; and T did see in th^t noble person 
such iSound principles, such ^ enlargement 
of mind, such cleOT and sagacious sense, and . 
such unshaken fortitude, a^ave bound me, 
as well as others much better, by an inviolable 
attachment to him from that time forward.* 

The Marquis offered to make Burke hir 
own secretary, which he accepted. Mr, 
Hamiltoa was engaged with the oppoi^te 
party, and claimed, -the assistance of Burke 
Ss his early friend. Various accounts have 
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been given pf the separation of these two 
gentlemen. Some have impurf;cd it to a dif- 
ference in political sentiments, others to a 
private quarrel; whereas neither was the 
cause. There was no diversity in their po- 
li(ical opinions^ which might not have been 
compromised ; and they had no private 
quarrel. They separated on the following 
grounds^ as I am assured By an intimate 
friend of both, a member of the present 
parliament, high in the public estimation, 
who often conversed with each on the sub- 
jedl ; and, besides, saw a letter written by 
Burke to Hamilton, explaining the grounds 
and motives of his condu6l. . Burke, soon 
perceiving that the abilities which he, and 
all who knew him, admired in Hamiltoa 
were not accompanied with the industry 
necessary to enable their possessor to rise 
high in the political world, often, both by 
word and letter, endeavoured to stimulate 
his friend to more exertion, but in vain. 
Finding his efforts ineffe6lual, he wrote a 
letter 31 the substance of which was an ex- 
postulation concerning Hamilton's indolence. 



reminding him that he himself had a grow- 
ing family to maintain, and. must turn his 
talents to what would be useful ; and, on 
that account, that he must politically asso- 
ciate with men of more adlive exertions. 
This, I can aver, was the substance of the 
letter which explained the political separa-- 

* 

tion of Hamilton and Burke; a separation 
which, though it prevented the continuance 
of their close intimacy, never rose to a 
quarrel. 

However expedient it might be for Burke 
to break off political intercourse with Ha- 
milton, as a most profound admirer of his> 
genius, I do not rejoice at the commence- 
ment of his connexion with the Marquis 
of Rockingham. From that time he may 
be considered as a party man. Burke 

OUGHT NOT TO HAVE STOOPED TO BE THE 

OBJECT OF PATRONAGE. Like his friend 
Johnson, he should have depended entirely 
on his own extraordinary powers. He would 
have been able uniformly to act as his own 
genius prompted him, instead of employing 
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his talents in giving currency to the doc- 
trines of others — to have wielded his own 
club ir:stead of a party distaff. In this part 
of their condu6l, Johnson and Hume, the 

* 

onlyi:wo literary chara61:ers of the age who 
can be placed in the same rank with Burke, 
a6led more worthily of the superiority with 
which they were blessed by nature. They 

ATTACHED THEMSELVES TO NO GRANDEES : 
THEY DID NOT DEGRADE THE NATIVE DIG- 
NITY OF GENIUS, by becoming retainers to 
the ADVENTITIOUS dignity of rank. John- 
son in his garret, the abode of indepen- 
dence, was superior to Burke iri his villa, 
the fee of a party. The former earned his 
subsistence by his labour, the latter received 
his by donative. Johnson vyas independent,— 
Burke dependent. Besides, the very ex- 
traordinary talents of Burke did not tend to 
promote party objedts more efte6iually than' 
good abilities, many degrees inferior to his, 
and mere knowledge of business, would have 
done. But had he been as superior to others 
in party skill, as in genius and knowledge, 
the fertility of his fancy and the irritability 
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of his temper must often have prevented him 
from directing his skill steadily to the most 
useful ends. For so much irascibility a . 
situation of contention was ill suited. 

I am informed by the same friend of 
Hamilton and Burke, that the former gave 
an opinion concerning the latter, not unde- 
serving of attention, as it illustrates some 
parts of his condu6t. 

* W}?atever opinion Burke^ from any motive^ 
supports, so duSlile i$ his imagination, that he 
soon conceives it to be right/ 

There are certainly some parts of his con- 
du6t, for which this alledged defe6l in his 
ppwertlil mind would account more favour- 
ably to his sincerity than his detra6tors 
have done. Guided by his imagination, his 
energetic understanding might have been led 
into erroneous conclusions, which a common , 
mind would have escaped. Bucephalus, if 
hjp had not been strongly reined and skilfully 
managed, would have run away with Alex- 
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ander; whilst a very ordinary rider of a 
common jade kept steadily on in the direct 
road. 

Hamilton's opinion is certainly more ho-r. 
nourable to Burke than that of those who 
assert he changed his do6lrines from corrupt 
motives; I trust, however, it will, in the 
course of this narrative, appear that he did 
NOT CHANGE HIS DOCTRINES; butwas, iuthe 
whole oi his condu6l, consistent. This is' 
an opinion that will be firmly maintained by . 
those who most accurately, minutely, and 
comprehensively examine his history. His 
imagination certainly operated very power- 
fully, and had a considerable influence on 
his opinions; an influence, however, that, 
on every important subjeft, his reason vi- 
gorously controuled. 

Mr. Hamilton used to observe, that Burke 
knew every subje6l of human knowledge 
except two — gaming and music. He said he 
was as ignorant of music as any pretended 
connoisseur in operas • 



Burke, disapproving of Hamilton's party, 
would not join it, and, from a high spirit of 
equity, resigned the pension which Mr. 
Hamilton had procured for him, when he 
could not support the man by whom it had 
been obtained. This was a sacrifice to deli- 
cate integrity, which not many in his circum-' 
stances would have made, the support of 
whatever measifi'es Mr. Hamilton's party 
might adopt not being an express condition 
of the grant, though, in Burke's refined sense 
of right, implied. This authentic and im- 
portant fa6l is a striking illustration of the 
honourable principles by which he was ac- 
tuated. 

During the Rockingham Administration 
he was chosen member of parliament for 
Wendover, in Buckinghamshire. This bo- 
rough was dependent on Lord Verney, be- 
tween whom and Burke a close intimacy 
subsisted, an intimacy concerning the pe- 
cuniary consequences of which the friends of 
the one and of the othw giave very different 
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accounts. These I shall notice in their proper 
place. 

Burke, on his entrance into the House of 
Commons, employed himself in laying up 
stores of knowledge. He was of the same 
opinion with Cicero, that an orator ought to 
be acquainted with every great, and impor- 
tant subje6l of art and nature. Ac meaquidcm 
sententia, nemo poterit esse omni laude cumulatus 
orator, nisi etit omnium rerum magnanim atque 
artium^ scientiam conseculus* ' 

He prepared himiself, not by devoting his 
principal attention to balancing periods, but 
by studying history, poetry, and philosophy; 
by storing liis mind with fa6ls, images, rea- 
sonings^ and sentiments. He even applied 
himself to subjedls which do not very often 
occupy men of taste and science. He be- 



* A puny pedant endeavoured to prove to me that I had 
here misquoted Cicero; -Recording ta the wiseacre in question 

it should be consecutus ///. Without entering into a gram- 
matical discussion on so trivial a subject, it is sufficiently 
say, that in various editions of Cicero it is m/. 
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came intimately conversant with the writings 
of the fathers, and with the subtleties of 
school divines : with the principles and de- 
tails of orthodoxy : the rise, progress, and 
efte6ls of the fnanifold heresies: with the 
various means either of reason, or of force, 
employed for their disproof or extirpation. 
However frivolous so great a mind must have 
thought such distinctions, and disputes in 
themselves, he deemed them of great impor- 
tance in their operations, by illustrating the 
force, acuteness, qnd invention which the 
human mind can eniploy upon even frivoli- 
ties or absurdities : and of great consequence 
in their effects ; since, during the prevalence 
of prejudice and ignorance, they had a most 
powerful influence on the happiness of so- 
ciety • Indeed such subje6ls often called forth 
powers of understanding equal to those which 
have been applied to the investigation o£ 
useful philosophy. In pitching a bar equal, 
strength may be displayed as in carrying, 
corn : . in unprodu<5live amusement, as in. 
productive labour. 
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He attended especially to political know* 
ledge and parliamentary usage. His in- 
dustry was also exercised in making himself 
acquainted with old records, patents, and 
precedents ; so as to render himself complete 
master of office business, deeming no re-* 
search too laborious, no attainment too mi- 
nutCj which was to fit him for the discharge 
of his duty. His diligence was also em- 
ployed in preparatory public speaking. For 
that purpose he frequented the Robinhood 
^iety , to which many men of parts and in- 
formation then resorted. He pra6lised there 
the replies and contentions of eloquence ; 
negle6^ing no means which he coiud devise 
for filling his mind, or facilitating his powers 
of communication. There was at that time 
iq the society a baker of very considerable 
argumentative powers : with him Burke con- 
tended ; and, by his own confession, derived 
from the contest very great advantage in 
readiness of reasoning and expression. He 
bestowed great pains oij the composition of 
his writings and speeches; Those intended 
for the public he, notwithstanding his co- 



piousness of thought, imagery, sentiment, 
and fluency of appropriate language, revised, 
and sometimes re-wrote. While he was de- 
voting his mind to the intelle6\ual part of 
eloquence, he did not negle6l the mechanical. 
, He paid considerable attention to the manage- 
ment of his voice and a6lion, and to the 
whole of elocution : aware, that though de- 
livery does not constitute eloquence, it, with 
many hearers, increases its efFe6ls. He often 
attended at the theatre, and acknowledged 
that he derived very great improvement in 
the art of speaking from Mr. Garrick. He 
retained, during life, however, in a great 
degree the Irish accent; although it was 
raore obvious in familiar conversation than 
in his parliamentary speeches. His manner 
was less graceful and dignified than interest- 
ing, impressive, and persuasive. He pro- 
cured his seat in 1765. His first speech was 
at the opening of the ensuing session, and 
on the usual motion for an address. The 
principal subje6l was the; stamp-a6l, and the 
consequent disturbances in America. His 
maiden speech afforded such a^ display of 
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eloqu4ence as excited the Admiration of the 
house, and drew very high praise from its 
most distinguished member, Mr. Pitt. 

The chief obje6l which engaged the at- 
tention of the Rockingham Administration 
was America. The sentiments of opposite 
parties rendered their situation extremely 
delicate and difficult. On the one hand, the 
Grenville party, the devisers of taxation, and 
the framers of the stamp-a6l, insisted on 
coercive measures : on the otlier, Mr. Pitt 
and his adherents on a disavowal of the 
right of taxing America. Lord Rockingham 
consulted with Burke, whose advice was, 
* to chuse a middle course between the op- 
posite extremes : neither to precipitate affairs 
with the colonists, by rash counsels ; nor. to 
sacrifice the dignity of the crown and nation, 
by irresolution or weakness.' A plan was 
formed consonant to this opmion. To gra- 
tify the Americans, the stamp-a6l was re- 
pealed : to vindicate the honour of Britain, 
a law was passed declaring her right to 
legi3late for America in taxation and every 



other case; and censuring the violence of 
the colonial opposition. 

An attempt to satisfy two parties of totally- 
contrary views, by not deciding the point at 
issue, is rarely either the ofFsprin j; of wisdom 
or the parent of success.^ Such temporizing 
indecision generally dissatisfies both parties, 
and keeps the differences alive. 1 he stamp- 
a6l had been opposed in x^merica, not as in- 
expedient, but as unjust. They had not 
pretended they could not pay the impost, 
but that the imposers had no * right to tai. 
Either the stamp-a6l was a grievance, or was 
not : if a grievance, the redress did not apply 
to the subje6l of complaint ; if not a griev- 
ance, why offer redress ? If the obje6lions of 
the colonies were groundless, it would haye 
beqnjustin Parliament to disregard them ; 
and wise or unwise, according to the value 
of the object, means of coercion, and pro- 
bable result. If the right was ascertained, 
and we thought coercion prudent, the repeal 
would be absurd j if not, the declaration of 
right would be a mere impotent bravado. I f 

I 2 
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the complaints of America were well grounded, 
then it would have been just and wise to 
renounce the exercise of an unjust power. 
Here was the maintenance of an obnoxious 
speculative principle, with the abandonment 
of pra6lical. benefit, for which only it could 
deserve support. The declaratory law tended 
to countera6t, in America, the efFe6\ of the 
repeal. The measures of the Rockingham 
Administration were esteemed the result of 
good intentions, but of feeble and short- 
sighted policy. 

Thesis measures, recommended and sup- 
ported by Burke, I cannot, consistently with 
impartiality, praise, as manifestations of 
eitlier great political wisdom or vigour. His 
plan, at this his outset, was founded more 
upon speculative distin6lions and barren ge- 
neralities, than afterwards, when his great 
powers were, by experience, matured in the 

■i 

contemplation of affairs. I must confess, 
I think that bis sequestered exertions, as a 
man of genius, literature, and philosophy, 

could have produced much greater benefit 

1 
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to society, in the same period, than his po- 
litical efforts during the Rockingham Ad- 
ministration. 



t 



The repeal of the stamp-a6l, and the de- 
claratory law, were? proposed and passed. 

The Rockingham Ministry, though sup- 
ported by the extraordinary genius and ac- ' 
quirements of Burke, were deficient in po- 
litical experience and vigour ; qualities mucih 
more efficacious in the condu6l of affairs, 
than, without them, the highest intelle6lual 
superiority. It must, however, be allowed, 
that they proposed several popular, and some 
good laws. These Burke supported with 
all the powers of his eloquence. The cider- 
a6l,was repealed : so that the jurisdidHon of 
the excise was cont rafted, and greiat satis- 
fadlion afforded to those who considered the 
excise laws as dangerous to constitutional 
liberty ; an opinion much more conformable 
to the ideas of thpse who discussed their 
probable conseauences i^ theory, than to the 

experience of those who contemplated the 

» 
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a6liial feffefls. Resolutions were passed 
against general warrants, and the seizure of 
papers. Several regulations were made, 
favourable to commerce. Still, however, 
the Ministers were deemed unqualified for 
condudling the business of Government. 
Their dismission lron> office was accelerated 
by the Chancellor Northington . They were 
endeavouring to form a constitution for the 
recentl}^ conquered province of Canada* 
Burke sketched for this purpose a plan of 
great ingenuity, but too refined and fanciful 
for being reduced to pra6tice. He was still a 
political speculatist, rather than a wise states- 
man and experimental philosopher. When 
the scheme was shev/n to the Chancellor, he 
condemned it in the most explicit terms. 
Going to the King, he represented the Mi- 
nisters as totally inexperienced in business, 
and unfit for office. His Majesty commis- 
sioned Northington to consult Mr. Pitt on 
the formation of another ministry. To that 
illustrious man the appointment was prin- 
cipally left. Mr. Pitt would not admit any 
advice from his forjiier friends and ^sociatea, 
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or share in the arrangements of the cabinet; 
f but combined them according to the didlates 
of his own will. Lord Temple, in particular, 
charged him with having a6ted the part of 
an imperious di6lator, and refused the office 
of First Lord of the Treasury, The Ad- 
ministration which Pitt constituted, was made 
up of most heterogeneous materials. From 
its members, he was said,^ by his opponents, 
to expe6l and require vey implicit submission 
to his mandates. He himself, now created 
Lord Chatham, took the Privy Seal. The 
Duke of Grafton was made First Lord of 
the Treasury, and Charles Townshend Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, 

Burke wrote a defence of the Rockingham 
Administration, in a plain, simple style, 
without any of his usual digressive, though 
beautiful embellishments. His objedl is to 
appear a fair, candid witness, when he is 
really ' a dexterous advocate. In a seeming 
narration oi. the several measures, he embodies 
inferences most favourable ta his friends. 

14 



Speaking of the priaqipal a6l, he thu& 
spoke; ' 

* In that space of time^ the distraftions of 
the British empire were composed, by the re^ 
peal of tbe> American stamp-a^ ; but the con-^ 
stitutional superiority of Great Britain was 
preserved, by the adt J or securing the depen- 
dence of th^ colonies. 

t 

* Private houses were relieved from ii)e jurist 
di^ion of the ej^cise, by the repeal of the cider-tax. 

* The persdnal liberty of the subje6l was 
confirmed, by the resolution against getieral 
warrants. 



* The lawful secrets of business and friendr. 
ship were rendered inviolable, by the resor 
lution for condemning the seizure of papers/ 

He proceeds to their other a6ls. Here we 
rray observe, that he merely takes for granted 
the two leading points in dispute with the 



Grenviile party, on the one hand, and the 
Chatham, on the other. Purke, in this de- 
fence, resembled a merchant, who, professing 
to give a fair, impartial statement of con- 
tested accounts, should take credit to him-* ' 
self for the principal items in dispute. He 
very prudently satisfies himself, as to the 
two main articles, with mere concise asser-- 
tion, and reserves illustration and enlarge- 
ment for less questionable measures. His 
defence, if not an impartial discussion of > 
political proceedings, is a very artful, plau- 
sible, party memorial. 

He soon after made an ironical reply to 
this serious defence. This iS' in the form of 
a letter, signed with the celebrated name of 
Whittington ; the author professing to be a 
tallow-chandler, and common-council-man, 
in Cateaton-street, and, like his name-sake, 
to think himself destined to be Lord Mayor 
before he died. The letter is addressed tor 
the Public Advertiser. I shall make extracts, 
for the perusal of such of my readers, as 
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eithefr have not read, or have forgotten ther 
Epistle of Whittington. 

'* Jn the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 
If Solomon means privy-counsellors, thi* 
nation ought to be safe beyond all others, 
since none can boast such a variety of mi- 
ftisters, and none can s^ch a multitude of 
privy-counsellors. 

^ Ministers, no\v-a-days, are pricked down 
for the year, like sheriffs ; and if none were 
to make more of their offices than the last 
did, I fancy we should see them fine off. 
Now you can no more guess v*^ho is in office 
to-day, by the court-kalendar of last year, 
than you can tell the present price of stocks 
by Lloyd's List of Christmas 1745. 

' But the main design of my taking pen 
in hand, was to refute the silly author of a 
late silly publication, called A short Account 
of a late short Administration. 
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» This half-sheet acx:omptant shows his ill- 
humour in the very title ; he calls one year 
and twenty days ^^ short Administration; 
whereas I can prove, by the Rule gf Three 
DireSt, that it is as much as any Ministry in 
these times has a right to expe6l. 

s 

' Since the happy accession of his present 
Majesty, to this day, we have worn out no 
less than five complete sets of' honest, able, 
upright Ministers, not to speak of the pre- 
sent, whom G — d long preserve I 

^ First, we had Mr. Pitt's Administration J 
next, the Duke of Newcastle's ; then, Lord 
Bute's ; then, Mr, Gren ville's ; and, lastly, 
my Lord Rockingham's, ^ 

* Now, Sir, if you take a bit of chalk, 
and reckon from the seventh of Odlober, 
1760, to the thirtieth of July, 1766, you will 
find five years nine months, and thirty daysT 
which, divided by five^ the total of Admini- 
strations gives exa6lly one year and sixty 
days each^ on an average, as we say iix the 



city, and one day more, if they have the 
good fortune to serve in leap year/ 

The letter proceeds to a very humorous 
and severe attack of Lord Chatham, and the 
Ministry which he had formed • It had very 
great influence in lessening this popularity 
of that statesman and his supporters. 

Sir John Hawkins expressed to Johnson 
his wonder that Burke procured a seat. Sir 
John was not a man fitted to see extraor- 
dinary powers and acquirements previous to 
their produ6lion of fame and admiration. 
He knew Burke to be a man of very un- 
common talents, when all the world joined 
in that opinion : Johnson, who had, from the 
first meeting, penetrated into his intellec- 
tual chara6ler, answered, that Burke would 
soon be known to be the first man in the 
house, as he Wu^^uld be in any society. 

He was now well known in the fashionable 
world, and as much liked for the pleasipg- 
ness of his address and' conversation, as ad- 



mired for his genius and acquirements. jHe 
became the intimate friend of Sir Jbshua 
Reynolds, whose house was the receptacle 
of genius, learning, taste, and politeness. 
Mrs Montague courted his acquaintance. 
She was herself literary, and had written 
an essay on Shakspeare, to which Johnson, 
according to his biographer, did not do 
justice. He condemned it as deficient in 
general philosophical criticism ; when it was 
intended for a special objedl, merely to vin- 
dicate Shakspeare from the misrepresentation 
of Voltaire, by shewing that his obser- 
vations, however witty, were not justified by 
the writings of our dramatic bard. It is 
rather a narrative of fa6ls, and refutation of 
false assertions, than an investigation of prin- 
ciples ; and was useful in undeceiving those 
readers who judged froni what Voltaire said 
of Shakspeare, instead of judging from 
Shakspeare himself. There are gradations 
in criticism, as in other branches of literature, 
from the verbal annotations of a grammarian 
to the investigation of a philosoplier. Many - 



are the useful and agfeeable performances, 
which are far short of Burke's SubKme, 
Aristotle's Rhetoric .and Poetics, Johnson's 
Preface to Shakspeare and Lives of the Poets . 
Mrs. Montague's essay has, besides, the merit 
of being clearly and elegantly expressed ; 
and shews that its fair author had devoted 
much of her attention to literature and com- 
position. Sir Joshua Reynolds, and many 
other men of taste arid letters, highly esteemed 
Mrs. Mpntague, and even Burke thought 
favourably of her literary talents. Mrs. Mon- 
tague and 'Several other ladies, about this 
time, had evening assemblies, in which, in- 
stead of cards, they participated in the con- 
versation of literary and ingenious men. 
One of the most eminent members, when 
the societies commenced, was Mr, Stilling- 
fleet, who always wore blue stockings. As 
his conversation was very entertaining, they, 
when he was absent, used to say, we can do 
nothing without the blue stockings ; . and by 
degrees the assemblies were called blue stock- 
ing clubs. From that time those ladies, who 
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are, or pretend to be, learned, or are in the 
fashionable circles supposed to be learned, are 
called blue stockings. 

Burke ^frequently mingled in these so- 
cieties, and was a great favourite, as his 
pleasing, unassuming manners, and apparent 
deference, made them suppose that he 
thought them as great scholars as they 
thought themselves, Johnson also frequently 
attended, was generally not impolite, and 
seldom shocked them by flat contradi6lions, 
or by exposing flimsy arguments. 

In Scotland, about the sam? time, many 
ladies had a similar eagerness' to ^ enjoy the 
conversation of literary men ; but there, ab- 
stradl divinity had the most attra6live charms 
of all species of knowledge, A lady, with 
this pcppensity, was one day in company 
with Mr. Adam Ferguson, a Perthshire 
clergyman, of great strength of understand-^ 
ing and eminence in the church. The lady, 
addressing herself to him, said, * Mr. Fer- 
guson, I have dipt into predestinarian con- 
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troversy/ Mr. Ferguson replied, ' I must 
praise your prudence. Madam, in having ' 
only dipt into it, and recommend that mode 
in your other theological studies/ 

Burke also became intimate with the 
highest society in the political circles ; besides 
the Marquis of Rockingham, with the Duke 
of Portland, Mr. Dunning, Sir George 
Saville, and many others. He was ever 
ambitious to conne6l himself with men of 
high rank, though frpm.such he could de- 
rive no lustre. He retained his seat in the 
club, which had now increased its numbers. 
The conversation of Burke there, as every 
where else, sliewed a man much superior 
to ordinary scholars, whilst his engaging 
manners prevented his intellectual superiority 
from being offensive. He exemplified the 
perfect compatibility of the wisdom of a 
philosopher with the urbanity and elegance 
of a polished gentleman. He was no enemy 
to that enlivener of social parties, wine. 
One evening he observed that a hogshead 
of claret, which had been sent them as a 
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present, was almost out, and proposed that 
Johnson should write for another, in such 
ambiguity of expression, as might have a 
chance of procuring it also as a gift. One 
of the Qompany said Dr. Johnson shall b^ 
our di6tator. ' Were I,' said Johnson, *your 
didtator, you should have no wine ; it would 
be my busmeis cavere nequid detrimenti res^ 
publica caperet : — ^wine is dangerous ; Rome - 
was ruined by lujcury/ Burke replied, * If 
you allow no wine as di6lator, you shall not 
have me- for master of the horse/ 

Johnson, although he attributed every 
high species of intelle6lual excellence to 
Burke, would not allow that he possessed 
wit. Frdrti his speeches and writings, I 
trust I shall be able to shew many instance^ 
of wit, according to Johnson's definition 
of that term, which agrees with its received 
acceptation : * A combination of dissimiliar 
images, or discovery of occult resemblances 
in things apparently unlike/ At the same 
time, althpugh it may appear from Burke's 
works^x that be aboui:^!Jed in wit much inor« 
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than ordinary writers and speakers, yet the 
proportion of that quality in his mind to his 
other qualities was less than in tnany in- 
ferior minds. He was endued with a quick 
and delicate perception of humour and ridi . 
cule, and could paint with the happiest 
efFe6t. His humour was versatile, either 
playful or sarcastical, poignant or strong, 
as best suited his purf)ose. He- most fre- 
quently cut with a razor ; but could fell with 
a hatchet ; and not rarely united the keen- 
ness of the one with the force of the other. 

That portion of his reply ^ which I have 
lately quoted, is a very sarcastic picture of 
the unsettled state of the executive govern- 
mentj and the flu6luation of counsels during 
the first part of the present reign. The 
following passage, from the same letter, 
concerning Lord Chatham and his new Mi- 
nistry, is also very hiunorous: * He has, 
once more, deigned to take the reins of 
government in his own hand, and will, no 
doubt, drive with his wonted speed, and 
raise a deal of dust around him. His horses 
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are all matched to his mind ; but as some 
of them are yoiing and skittish^ it is said he 
has adopted the new contrivance lately ex- 
hibited by Sir Francis Delaval on West- 
minster Bridge ; whenever they begin to 
snort and toss up their heads, he touches 
the spring, throws them loose, and away 
they go, leaving, his Lordship safe and jsnug, 
and as much at ease, as if he sat on a wool- 
pack/ 

Although a friend to an aristocracy of 
.property, talents, and virtue, he was not a 
very profound admirer of many of the no- 
bility, not conceiving them eminent for the 
two last. Speaking one day on the de-» 
bauchery of high life and its consequences : 
« It is no wonder,' he said, ' the issue of the 
marriage-bed should be puny and degene- 
rate, when children are formed out of the 
rinsing of bottles/ . 

The inflaence of Lord Chatham, even with 
the Ministry of his own choice, was of no 
long continuance. A want of union among 

K2 
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lliem was apparent during the succeed- 
ing session. It was a great, an irreparable 
misfortune to the country, that there was 
not a good understanding between the Earl 
of Chatham and the Rockingham party.; 
between the favourite of the people and the 
Whig aristocracy, between the personal au- 
thority and the combined powers of the 
friends of freedom. Lord Chatham soon 
perceiyed that there was an influence behind 
the throne which counteracted his exertions. 
He made overtures to a coalition with the 
Rockingham party i which might have been 
effedlual sooner, but were then too late. 
Lord Rockingham conceiving Lord Chatham 
to have been instrumental in the dismission 
of him and his friends, (a dismission really 
arising from their own precipitate acceptance 
of office without sufficient force to controul 
the cabal) refused to have any intercourse 
with him. Private resentment appears here 
to have predominated over public spirit, 
most unfortunately for thenation. Talents, 
property, and patriotism, if conjoined, might 
have overturned favouritism; especially as 
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the system of ftivour it ism had then neither 
a large proportion of splendid talents for its 
supporters^ nor of gkeat proprietors for 
its DUPES. Burke, however, and the other 
friends of the Marquis, in the early part of 
the succeeding Administration, were not 
very violent in their opposition. Lord 
Chatham was thwarted chiefly by the inte- 
rior cabinet. Measures believed to originate 
from favouritism were proposed by Mr. 
Charles Townshend, which Wew the discon-' 
tents of America into ft violent flame. In- 
stead of the mode of internal taxation pro-^ 
posed by the stjamp-a6l, and afterwards dis- 
continued by its repeal, an external was 
adopted : — a tax was laid on various articles 
of the import trade of Ainerica. The prin- 
ciple of this new a6l was repi'obated through 
the colonies. It was represented as a branch 
of the same plan of taxing America without 
its own consent. Its operation was violently 
opposed, and even successfully obstru6ted. 
The officers appointed to collect the new 
imposts were beaten and abused. In par- 
lian^ient, the succeeding session, the party. 
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of which Burke was a member, on the ad- 
dress in answer to his Majesty's speech, re- 
probated the measures of Administration 
respedling the colonies. Burke made an 
oration on the subje6l ; the tenor ot which 
was to prove that the late resokitions were 
ill-timed and inexpedient, and the means 
employed for their execution xmwise and in-e 
effedlual. In this speech he took occasion to 
d^ire6l his eloquence against the secret in- 
fluence of which he alledged Ministry to be 
the tools. Of the interior cabinet, a main 
obje6t, he said, was to separate friend from 
friend, party from party, that public men 
might the more easily be rendered subservient 
to the Cabal. This speech contained many 
of the heads of the subsequent essay on * the 
Causes of the Discontents/ 

Lord Chatham, finding that Ministry were 
proceeding in a plan totally opposite to his 
opinion, and under a dire6tion which he 
deemed ruinous to the country, having, in 
spite of age and ill health, made every eftbrt 
that patriotism could prompt, to give things 
a contrary bias, and finding his exertions 
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vain, resigned in disgust. The magnani- 
mous, patriotic mind of the great Pitt would 
not descend to receive the mandates of court 
favourites ; to truckle to men whom he de* 
spised. This was an independence of mind 

« 

not always the concomitant even of conscious 
genius, . 

At the close of this session parliament was 
dissolved. Burke, who had been only two 
years a meniber, was already considered as 
the first orator in the house, at a time when 
there was in it a very splendid assemblage of 
talents.^ His orations at first were more 

tiiiiSured with the metaphysical learning 
which had occupied a great part of his early 
life, than is to be perceived in the speeches 
of more mature moral and political expe- 
rience. His was the eloquence of a very 
great mind, accustomed to generalization ; 
but became afterwards more marked by 
pra6li(^l wisdonj, 

Burke was re-elecled for Wendover. The 
p^w parliament met in November, I7tf8. ' 

K 4 
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An a6l. passed during this session which 
excited great disturljances in and out of par- 
liament. This Avas the famous expulsion of 
Wilkes, and the consequent proceedings. 

Wilkes, when the Ministers who had per- 
secuted him were dismissed from office, and 
the Marquis of Rockingham was appointed, 
had returned to London, The Marquis and 
his friends, whatever might be their opinion 
of hfs private chara6ler, had strongly ex- 
pressed their disapprobation of his unjust 
treatment. From them Wilkes hoped for 
compassion for his sufferings, and redress 
for the injuries he had received. To fortify 
his cause by private influence, he prevailed 
on Mr. Macleane, an intimate friend of 
Burke, to second him in applying to that 
gentleman. Burke acquainted him, from 
the Marquis, that he was disposed to serve 
him, but would not pledge himself to any 
specific mode. Wilkes conceived that, as 
the Minister courted popularity, he, having 
been so strenuous in a popular cause, might 
command his own terms. He accordingly 
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demanded a ^ general pardon, five thousand 
pounds in cash, and a pension on the Irish 
establishment. Burke refused tb carry so 
presumptuous a requisition to his patron ; 
nor would any other person make so extra- 
vagant an application. . 

Disappointed by his own confident folly, 
and not being able to procure the reversal 
of his outlawry, Wilkes was obliged to re- 
turn to exile. When the Duke of Grafton 
became Prime Minister, he wrote him to the 
following purport : * * He congratulated the 
country on the promotion of his Grace, and 

intreated him to mediate his pardon from the 

^ King ; declaring, that he had never, in any 

moment of his life, swerved from the duty 

and allegiance he owed to his Sovereign, and 
professing in every thing to submit to his 
Majesty's clemency. Your Grace's noble 
manner of thinking,* says he, * and the obli- 
gations 1 have formerly received, which are 
still fresh in roy mind, will, I hope, give a 
full propriety to this address ; and 1 am sure, 

a heart glowing with the sacred zeal of 

■ ■ * . ^ ■ .- ^ . - .^ ■■ — . — . — — — . — .^^^—j ^— — . 

♦ Behham's Memoirs of George HI. vol' i. p. 233. 
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liberty must have a favourable reception 
from the Duke of tSrafton/ 

This application was negledled. Mr. 
Wilkes's hope of pardon being extinguished, 
he resolved to make his enemies feel his re- 
sentment. At the present crisis, the condu6l 
of the Court appeared wholly unaccountable. 
There >vas plainly no just medium between* 
the opposite determinations of rigour and 
lenity. If the former were adopted, by 
putting into immediate execution his sen- 
tence of outlawry, his proje6ls of revenge 
^nd ambition would have been easily and 
completely defeated. If, on the contrary, 
the wiser and more generous plan of lenity 
were preferred, a full and free pardon ought 
to have been granted : with his persecution, 
his influence and popularity would have 
ceased. To halt between the two opinions 
was an infallible proof of weakness in the 
cabinet counsels. 

On the dissolution of parliament Wilkes 
C^me from Paris to London, to offer himself 
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a candidate for the city. He was received 
with rapturous applause by the people; but' 
reje6led on the poll, through Harley , the 
Lord Mayor, a strenuous supporter of the 
Court. The magistrate was grossly insulted 
by the populace. Wilkes immediately of- 
fered for Middlesex. Supported not only 
by the lower people, but by men of the first 
opulence in the city, and men of the first 
taleqts at the bar and in the senate, he was 
returned by a very great majority. Soon 
after he surrendered himself to the jurisdic-* 
tion of the King's Bench. 

A sentence was passed condemning him to 
imprisonment for two years; to pay a fine 
of a thousand pounds, and to find security 
for his good behaviour for seven years. 'The 
people, enraged at this sentence, which an 
arbitrary alteration of records made still 
more hateful, forcibly rescued him from the 
officers who were taking him to prison, and 
made a triumphant procession with him 
through the city. As soon as the multitude 
dispersed he surrendered himself to the Mar-^ 
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shal of the Bench. The day of the first 
meeting of the new parliament, numbers 
assembled in St. George's Fieljds, expelling 
to see Wilkes go from the place of his con- 
finement to the House of Commons. As 
they became very riotous, the Surrey Magi- 
strates were obliged to interfei^, and at last 
to call the military. The mob abused and 
attacked the soldiers : they being ordered to 
fire, unfortunately killed an innocent man. 
Government expressed the highest appro- 
bation of the justices and the troops, in a 
letter from Lprd Weymouth, Secretary of 
' State, to the Surrey Magistrates. A copy 
of this letter was procured by Wilkes, who 
published it, with a very severe and violent 
prefatory attack. Parliament meeting, voted 
this preface an insolent, scandalous, and 
seditious libel . Wilkes, avowing himself the 
author, was expelled the house. On a new 
ele6lion he was again unanimously chosen. 
The house then declared, that Mr. Wilkes, 
being expelled, was incapable of sitting in 
the same parliament ; and that, therefore, 
the ele6tion was void. He was chosen a 



third time, and the third ele6lion declared 
voidV* At the fourth Col. Liittrel stood can- 
didate. For WilkeiS there were twelve Hun- 
dred and forty-three, for Luttrel two hun- 
dred and ninety-six. Wilkes was returned, 
but his name was erased from the writ by 
order of the house, and Luttrel's substituted 
in its place. 

Some of our readers may have forgotten 
the series of proceedings concerning this 
fioted demagogue. Besides their general 
importance in the questions they involved, 

and the very great political and literary 
exertions on both sides which they excited, 
they have a special importance to a biogra- 
pher of Burke. They more fully unfolded 
the powers of his eloquence in the house 
than had been hitherto done ; and from - 
the closet they called forward the most 
able, comprehensive, and profound account 
of the political state of the country. I have, 
therefore, thought this summary concerning 
Wilkes not irrelative to the subjedl of my 
work. 
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Opposition consisted of two parties of 
very diflferent views and principles^ though 
agreedin their disapprobation of the Grafton 
Ministry :— the party of which Lord Rock- 
ingham was the nominal leader^ and Burke 
the most distinguished orator ; and that of 
which Mr. Grenville was the head. 

The author of the Memoirs of Mr. Burke 
draws the following chara6ler of Grenville's 
and of Burke's eloquence. * Mr. Burke s 
eloquence was splendid, copious, and ani*- 
mated ; sometimes addressing itself to the 
passions, much oftener to the fancy ; but 
\^ry seldom to the understanding. It seemed 
fitter for shew than debate ; for the school 
than the senate ; and was calculated rather 
to excite applause than to produce convic- 
tion. Mr. Grenville's was plain, yet cor- 
real ; manly, argumentative, trusting more 
to genuine candour, to the energy of reason, 
and the well displayed evidence of truth, 
than to the rainbow colours of fine imagery, 
or the blaze of artificial declamation. Mr. 
, naturally ardent and impetuous. 
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took fire . at the; smallest collision ; and the 
sudden bursts of his anger, or his vehe- 
mence, when all around him was calm, could 
only be compared to the rant of intoxication 
in the presence of a sober and dispassionate 
company: Mr. Grenville, even when at- 
tacked with the utmost asperity, shewed a 
perfedl command of temper/ 

Coinciding in some parts of this opinion, 
I by no means accede to all, I am far from 
thinking that Burke addresses himself very 
seldom to the understanding. To me tus 
speeches appear to have, besides their 
imagery, a greater abundance and variety of 
knowledge, more forcible reasoning and 
raore eriWged philosophy, than those of 

# 

Mr. Grenville, or almost any orator of any 
age or country. So far from seldom ad- 
dressing the understanding, I think he 
commonly dire6ted to it more of argument, 
and of general principle, than the mere 
subjeCl required ; or, perhaps, some of the 
audience could comprehend. His presents 

t 

to intelleil, so far from being scanty^ are 
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too often profuse^ and more valuable thart 
necessary for the purpose : where a moderate 
sum of silver would suffice, he lavishes heaps 
.of gold. For parliamentary business, how- 
ever, I agree with this author, in thinking 
the clear, sound imderstanding, senatorial 
experience, and steady temper of Grepville, 
fitter than the brilliant fai\cy, philosophical 
expansion, and impetuous passions of Burke. 
Such a mind, and such habits, as Grenville's, 
rendered him as much fitter for being the 
leader of a party, a prime minister, a con- 
du6lor of affairs^ as the mind and habits of 
Burke rendered him for being a poet, an 
historian, a philosopher. 

About this time two pamphlets appeared ; 
the first intituled The preseiit Stale of the 
Nation, written either by GrenviUe, or under 
his diredlion ; the second, intituled Obser- 
vations on the present State of the Nation, by 
Burke. Grenville's pamphlet goes over the 
war, the peace, the finances, trade, foreign 
politics, and the constitution, with a view 
to shew the country to be in a very bad 
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State, and its situation to be owing tp a de« 
viation from the plan of politics/ especially 
of finance, adopted by the Granville Mi- 
nistry. 

Mr. Grenville goes through a vast variety 
of detail, on our trade, revenue, colonies, 
mid public funds. He accompanies his ac- 
count with very long, minute, and intricate 
calculations. He endeavours to shew, that 
we are in a much inferior situation to France^ 
whose state he details with equal minuteness, 
and equally confident assertion of exa6lness. 
America was,, he attempts to prove, in so 
flourishing a conditipn, as to be able, with 
great ease^ to supply the deficiency of Bri^- 
tain. To this great. source of finance he 
subjoins several smaller, from Ireland, India, 
and other settiem^nts. By an adoption oiily 
of the Grenville plans in general, and re^ 
spedling America in partictilar» was this 
country Co be saved. 

Burke, conindering the State (f the NatiM 
«s in itself erroneous, calnifotjpd to difiiise 
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imfoundDd alarms, and as implying censiife 
on the Marquis of Rockingham, answered 
it in what he intituled bis Observations. He 
shewed, that when a man of genius en- 
counters a man of detail in the fields of lite- 
rature, he can, w^ith great ease, drive him 
from his own ground. The. man of genius^ 
can, without any great effort of industry, 
master the details which constitute the strong: 
holds of his adversary. Burke here demcwa- 
strates the vast extent and particularity of 
his commercial and political Knowledge. 
He follows Grenville over the wide ground 
lie had taken ; proves hira to be wrong in 
his alledged fa6ts and calculations, and con- 
sequently in his inferences. He enters into 
a detail of " our manufactures md : trade, — 
internal, with our own . colonies and settle- 
ments, and with foreign countries ; describes 
its a6lual state, and. the various circum- 
stances which may affe6l it in future. He 
takes a review of our revenue and public 
funds. He next proceeds to the resources, 
^ebt, and expenditure of France, and by an 
accurate statement of fa6ts, and the clearest 
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calculations, shews Grenville's assertion re- 
spedling the superiority o£ our rival to be 
unfounded. He denies an increase of re- 
venue to be pra6licable from Ireland. Re- 
spe6ling both Ireland and America^ he proves 
the absurdity of expedling a revenue from a 
detached and distant part of the empire, 
merely because he supposes it able to be^r 
taxation. Here he gives the outlines of 
Mr. Grenville's financial character. ' It is,' 
says he, * the constant custom of this author, 
in all his writings, to take it for granted, that 
he has given you a revenue, whenever he 
can point out to you where you may have 
money, if you can contrive how to get at it ; 
and this seems to be the master-piece of his 
financial ability/ Mr. Grenville had pro- 
posed two hundred thousand a year to be 
levied from the Americans. * He is,^ says 
he, * satisfied to repeat gravely, as he has 
done a hundred times before, ibat the Amdri^ 
cans are able to pay it. Well, and what then ? 
IDoes he lay open any part of his plan how ' 
they may be compelled to pay it, without 
plunging ourselves into, calamities that out- 

L 2 
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weigh ten-fold the proposed benefit ? or does 
he shew how they m?iy be induced to submit 
to it quietly ? or does he give any satisfa6lion 
concerning the mode of levying it?* He 
ridicules and exposes the folly of expe6ling 
any other revenue from our settlements in 
India, than what results from duties on the 
trade from that country, and from the lease 
of the monopoly according to the charter. 
More advanced in. political wisdom than 
when he advised a law declaratory of a right, 
without any pradlical benefit, he leaves^barrerr 
generalities for expediency. * To talk,' says 
he, * of the rights of sovereignty is quite 
idle; different establishments supply different 
modes of public contribution. Our trading 
companiesj as well as individual importers, 
are a fit subje'6l of revenue by customs. 
Some establishments pay us by a monopoly of 
their consumption and their produce. This^ 
nominally no tax, in reality comprehends all 
taxes. Such establishments are our colonies. 
To tax them, would be as erroneous in 
policy as rigorous in equity. Ireland sup- 
plies us by furnishing troops in war, and by 
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bearing part of our foreign establishment 
in peace, . She aids us at all times by the 
money that her absentees spend amongst us ; 
which is no small part of the rental of that 
kingdom. Thus Ireland contributes her 
part. Some objedls bear port duties ; som/e 
are fitter for an inland excise. The mode 
varies 4 th^ obje6l is the same. To, strain 
these from their old and inveterate leanings, 
might impair the old benefit, and not answer 
the end of the new project. Among all the 
great men of antiquity, Procrustes shall never 
be my hero of legislation ; with his iron bed, 
the allegory of his government, and the type 
of some modern policy, by which the long 
limb was to be cut short, and the short 
tortured into length. Such was the state- 
bed of uniformity ! He would, I conceive, 
be a very indifferent farmer, who complained 
that his sheep did not plough, or his horses 
yield him woo^ ; though it would be an idea 
full of equality. They may think this right 
in, rustic economy, who think it available in 
the politic ; 

^i B avium ncn odity amet tua carmina Mot'vi ! 
jit^ue idemjungat 'vulpes, tt Tnulgeat hircos. 

L3 
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He proceeds to an attack upon the Gren- 
ville Administrationi which, though some- 
what exaggerated, is in many respe6ls just ; 
vindicates the Rockingham Ministry, not 
without evident partiality ; makes a very 
high panegyric on hi& patron, and the con- 
nedlions of the party ; and animadverts, with 
cutting severity, on their successors in of-« 
fice. ' ^ 

There is one excellence which I shall have 
occasion frequently to remark in the writings 
and speeches of Burke. They abound in 
the wisest general observations, descriptions 

of mankind, and lessons of condu6l. This 
essay contains a very striking pi6lure of 
politicg,l profligacy, in its progress and con-- 
sequences, ' There is something,' he says, 
* uncertain on the confines of the two em- 
pi res which they first pass through, and 
which renders the change easy and imper- 
ceptible. There is even a sort of splendid 
impositions, so well contrived, that, at the 
very time the path of rectitude is quitted for 
ever, men seem advancing into some nobler 
road of public condu6l» Not that such im- 



positions are strong ejaough in themselves, 
but a POWERFUL INTEREST, often concealed 
from those wjiom it affects, works at tlie. 
bottom, and secures the operation / Men 
are thus debauched, laway from their legiti- 
niate,-Conne6tions— gradually they ^re ha- 
bituated to other company. Certain per- 
sons ^re nQ longeFffrig^tful when they come 
to be serviceable. As to*tfe0ir qld friends, 
the transition ia eajy — ^from friendship to 
civility ; leom civility to enmity : few are: 
tbe steps frorfi ^reU&ion ta persecution / 

The . nomination of Lutjtrel involved in it 
H totally different question from th^ expiil-, 
sign of Wilkes, The expulsiipn was, a ques-f 
tion of individual condudl ; the, nominatioa 
of cpnstitiuiQnal right — whether, by the 
laws pf the lartdj expulsion constituted dis- 
quaUfication. Burke made a most masterly 
spe^h on this subjedt, contending, and in- 
deed proving, that there was neither statute ^ 
nor applic^l^le precedent resting the inca«* 
pacitation of persons to, be members of par-^ 
Jiameiit in any thing, bvit^ «6t oi the l^is- 
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lature. The substance of this speech is 
published only in the Parliamentary Debates. . 
In the^tate in which they give it, it displays 
a most extensive and accurate acquaintance 
with parliamentary history and cases, and 
the soundest nations of political expediency* 

This session Ameri<^n af&irs iififorded 
Burke a subje6t for t\ie exhibition of luis elo« 
quence and wisdom. It was proposed by 
Mini&try to revive the statute of Kenry VIIL 
by which the King is empoww«4 to appoint; 
a commission in England ^^or the trial of 
treason committed beyond seas. Against 
this proposed revival Burke dire6ted th« 
force of his powers. The plan of bringing 
delinquents from the province of Massachu-^ 
sets tQ England, to be tried, was, he con^ 
tended,, in its principle inconsistent with the^ 
law of England. In this country, a maa 
charged with a crime is tried near the place 
where it is alledged to have been ccMumitted ; 
that, if innocent, he may have the means of 
acquittal. It was iniquitous in its operation. 
By taking the accused to m immense dis^. 



stance from his friends and business, it ren- 
dered it impossible, unless to men of great 
opulence, to Endure the expence of bringing 
the evidence necessary to vindication. The 
judges, who were to be of the mother 
country, would be persons against whom 
the accused was supposed to have trans- 
gressed ; the prosecution, in efFe^i:, would be 
condemnation, and so the great purposes of 
justice entirely defeated. Even if the mode 
proposed were just, it would be attended 
with such difficulty of execution as would, 
in every prudential view, afaioimt to im- 
pradiicability. The attempt would irritate 
the colonies^ whilst its inefiicacy would not 
restrain dangerous pra6tices. Unfortunately, 
experience confirmed the anticipation of sa- 
gacity,— the proposal exasperated the Ameri- 
cans, the plan afforded no obstruction to 
their disorders. 

Whilst those measures of the House of 
Commons, respeCling the colonies, which 
Burke opposed, were causing disturbances 
in America, the proceedings r^pe6ting 



wakes were excitiag . discontents at: home. 
They were considered as.g.grossi violation of 
the rights of eledtioa, Att' alarjji, . for the 

cdnstitution was spread ; an alarm much be- 
yond its cause-; since^ admitting .one uncon-* 
stitutional assumption' of power to have 
taken place; it did not follow, , from . a par- 
ticular fa6l, that a general .system was .en-» 
danger^, i' - ^v « 
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Dr. Johnson's * Fdfc;e?'AJarm' erideavours 
to prove that the power of disqualification 
of expelled memtets ' vwEttii necessary to the 
House of Commoris^, -^ expulsion, ' with re- 
eligibility, would be a nominal riot a r^al 
punishment. -But the qqeistion was not what 
power it might be expedient that the Houso 
of Commons should possess, but what 
powers from statute or custom it ad^ually 
did possess. To his arguments on expe- 
diency it might be replied, the house could, 
have repeatedly expelled Wilkes if they 
thought him still to deserve expulsion -r^ 
If they could prove it to bQ expedient that 
expulsion should constituto disq^uaUfication, 



let a bill to that eflfe6l be moved ; and if ap- 
proved* of hy, the other branches ofthi 
legislature, passed into a law. Dr. Johnsdn, 
aware that expediency alone would .not 
support his position, attempts to adduce 
precedents, but fails in^ their apjplication; 
It is to be observed' here, that Burke, and 
many others, who opposed the return of 
Colonel Luttrel, strongly disapproved! of 
many parts of Mr. Wilkes's condu6l as 
morally profligate and politically seditious. 

The proceedings of the Grafton Admini- 
stration respefting Wilkes^ and other sub- 
je6is, gave rise to the celebrated Letters qf 
Junius. These compositions, in [ clearnessi 
neatness^ precision of style, in such arrange^ 
ment and expression as give the materials 
fully the desired efFe6l, have few equals 
among political • publications. Unclaimed 
by any> they have been ascribed to several 
authors^ among others to Buffke. Most of 
the writers against Junius, inithe.ptgriodicaj 
publications of the times, address him as an 
Irishman ; and at the sam0 time endeavour 
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to reproach Burke for being of that nation. 
One of them, Antimalagrida^ in abusing the 
Marquis of Rockingham, makes one article 
of his inventive, that he was guided by an 
Irish Sjpcretary. Some of feurke's friends 
supposed him the author,* as the only man 
equal to the performance. On that ground 
Johnson, according to Boswell, once thought 
him the writer ; but on his spontaneously 
declaring the contrary, was convinced by 
his assertion. * I should,' he said, * have 

^ 

believed Burke to be Junius, because I know 
no man but Burke who is capable of writing 
these letters ; but Burk§ spontaneously de- 
nied it to me: the case would have been 
different had I asked him if he was the 
author, a man may think he has a right to 
deny it, when so questioned as to an anony- 
mous publication/ Even spontaneous dis- 
avowal of a performance, by many imputed 
to him, and of which the supposition of his 
being the writer might have exposed him to 
prosecution, is not a disproof. As there is 
no testimof^ to prove, either who was the 
writer, or that Burke was not, dur opinion 
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must be formed from probability. Those wba 
impute the Letters of Junius to Burke may 
probably r^ison in some such manner as the 
following : — ^They are evidently the pro- 
dii6lion of very considerable talents. There 
were very few writers of the times equal to 
the task. They /must have been written by 
a person inimical to the Grafton Admini- 
stration, and to the secret influence by which 
it was believed to be now guided. In the 
general opinion, and in the particular cir^ 
cumstances of Burke, we can find probable 
motives which might have induced him to 
commence and continue the attack. The 
Duke of Grafton had been brought into 
Administration by the Rockingham party, 
and was represented as having betrayed that 
nobleman and his friends: either, on that 
account, or because he succeeded tb the 

r ■ ■ ■ 

Ministry, he was very obnoxious to the 
friends of the Marquis^ Hence it was •nar 
tural to impute a severe attack on him to 
one of that party, in which the pre-emi^ 
nence of genius unquestionably belonged to 
Burke« He^ in the house, poured forth his 
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eloquenee in attacks upon the Grafton Ad* 
ministration in general, and more par tic ii-^ 
larly on those of its a6ls which are the prin-^ 
cipal butts of Junius's inve6live. Burke 
strenuously maintained the existence of a 
system of court-favouritism, and joined in 
ascribing to its influence the dismission of 
his friends. He reprobated the measures 
which he supposed to originate from that 
source, and the principal agents of the junto* 
Hence it was very probable that the Duke 
of Bedford, the negociator of Lord Bute's 
peace and the opposer of the Rockingham 
interest, should excite the displeasure of 
Burke. The Whig party considered the 
do6lrines advanced by the Lord Chief Justice 
on thje bench as inconsistent with constitu-^ 
tional liberty, and as a branch of the same 
Tory or rather Jacobite origin. Burke, in 
the Ho.use'of Commons, frequently displayed 
his eloquence against the do6lrines and prac- 
tices of Lord Mansfield. He particularly 
execrated the proceedings respe6ling. the 
Middlesex ele6lion. In all these circum* 
stances he coincided with Junius. In con- 



Sidei*ihg the intelle6l of Junius, it ^vas yefy 
easy t6 see that not many of that, or of any 
other party were equal to the letters. In 
all there is closeness and plingency, but in. 
some there is richness of classical allusion, 
and fertility of imagery. The imagery, be- 
sides, frequently resembles that for which 
Burke's writings are so eminently distinr 
guished, . In one of his letters to the Duke 
of Grafton, Junius borrows metaphors from 
a source very usual with the orator. * Lord 
Bute's views and situation- required a crea- 
ture void of all these properties ; (abilities, 
judgment, and integrity) and he was forced 
to go through every division, resolution, 
composition, and refinement of political 
chemistry, before he happily arrived at the 
caput mortuum of vitriol in your Grace. Flat 
and insipid in your retired state, but brought 
into a6lion, you became vitriol again/ After- 
wards, * but you have discovered your purr*, 
poses too soon ; and instead of the modest 
reserve of virtue, have shewn us the terma- 
gant chastity tof a prude, whd gratifies* her 
passions with distin<$lion, and ''prosecfttes 



one lover for a rape, whilst she solicits, the 
rude embraces of anothec/ The rapidity 
of Barkers genius often hurries him into a 
mixture of figures. This too is frequently 
the case with Junius : thus in a letter to the 
Duke of Grafton^ ^ with what countenance 
can V you take your seat at the Treasury 
Boards or in Council, when you feel that 
every circulating '9fm$v%K is at your expence 
alone^ and s^pabs you to the heart !^ 

iFrom both the reasoning and style of 
some of Jumus's letters, many think there 
are grounds for believing Burke to be the 
author. 

Those ^ on the other hand, who conceive him 
not to have been Junius^ may probably reason 
in the following manner : — On considering 
the intelle6tual qualities of Burke and of 
Junius, it would appear that there is so 
great a dissimilarity between the one and 
the other, as to justify us in disbelieving 
Burke to be the writer. As to the intellec- 
tual character of Junius, although we must 
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ullow it very considerableexcellence, weipay 
easily perceive that it is of a different kind and 
inferior degree to that of Edmund Burke, la^ 
Junius we hdve more of perspicacity than of 
expansion ; more df pungency than of force. 
His weapon is the'^arp arrow of Teucer, 
not the massy swdrd of Achilles. He rapidly ' 
penetrates • into |>articular5, but does not 
rise to great gefl^rial Views. He is rather 
an expert lawyer, speaking closely to his 
own side, than a' plUlosophical politician, 
embracing the interests of kingdoms and of 
mankind. Whatever Burke has spoken, or 
avowedly written, goes beyond the mere 
obje6l of the hoiir, and makes accuracy of '^ 
detail and acuteness of reasoning subservient 
to the estakflishment or confirmation of some 
general truth. Junius keeps direftly to his 
subje6l : > the rapidly associating mind of 
Burke pursues his thoughts through a train 
of combinations, not always necessary to the 
specific objeft, though always pleasing, in te- 
resting, or instructing. Junius is thoroughly 
acquainted with the road in which he chuses 
to steer, but attends little to its b^ariftgs, 
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.any fiMther than they are necessary for 
piloting his bark: Burke surveys the whole 
coast. In Junius ihero is neatness and just* 
ness of allusion : in Burke, cichness^ beauty, 
and grandeur of imagery. The style of 
Junius is deari corredl, ^nd. precise, with no 
great variety: the style of Burke copious, 

, brilliant, forcible^ vyith wonderful variety, 
appropriate to the diversity of subjects and 
obje6ts. Either Biirke did not write Junius's 
Lett^s, or wrote very differently from his, 
general nianner ; and employed a stri6l» 
watchf^, and uniform attention for which 
we can assign no adequate motive in re-v 
straining his • intelle6lual powers from their 
usual exertions and expatiations. 

Besides tjiese general reasons of intellec- 
tual charadler, which contravene the belief 
• that JBurke is the author, there are special 
reasons from his opinions, Burke had been 
,^ member of the Rockingham Administra- 
tion, and was the supporter of that party, 
its principles and measures : there are pas- 
sages in Junius which shew the author to be 






CI63 3 

fteithef. In d letter to the Duke of Bedford 
he says, * Appafiently united with Mr. Gren- 
ville, yoti waited until Lord Rockingham's 
Administration should dissolve in its own 
Weakness/ These were not the sentiments 
of Burke respe6ling the administration of 
his friend and patron. Again, in a letter 
to Mr. Home Tooke, speaking of I„ord 
Chatham : \ He has publicly declared him* 
self a convert to triennial parliaments ; gnd 
though I have long been convinced that this 
is the only possible resource we have left for 
preserving the substantial freedom of the 
constitution, I do not think we have a right 
to determine against the integrity of I^ord 
Rockingham or his friends. Other measures 
may undoubtedly be supported by argu- 
ment, as better adapted to^ the disorder, or 
more likely to be obtained/ Burke, it is 
well known to every man acquainted with 
parliamentary history, was uniformly averse 
to triennial parliaments. One of the letters 
disapproves of the opposition made to Mr* 
Grenville's laws respedling America : 5ur)ce 
always approved of that opposition, an4 
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yras^ the CQnstatit' opponent of. American 
taxation. 

Were I to hazard an opinion on the sub- 
3^, it would be, that Burke was not most 
frequently the >iyriter of Junius's letters, if ' 
he was of any. * Though very excellent, 
they are not equal, nor peculiarly similar, to 
his produ6tions. . They have been imputed 
to* Lord George Germain, but I cannot ac- 
cede to that opinion. Lord George is close 
Mid corre^ ; in those qualities he resembles 
Junius: lie does not aboimd in point and 
imagery ; and in those qualities does not 
resemble Junius. I think Lord George 
Germain not Junius, because inferior to the 
latter ; Burke, because superior. 

• The letters resemble the pungency and 
keen satire of Richard Burke more than the 
vvisdom of Edmund. Richard, besides, was 
a man of a dissipated life, and consequently 
more likely to be acquainted with the history 
of ministerial gallantries, which occupy no 
small portion of Junius's animadversions* 



In all thisp Ittwever, there i$ hitherto no 
certainty, ;The time may arrive when the 
mystery irnll be unfolded. The .discovery 
of this hidden champion qf anti-ministerijrf 
politics may be v perhaps, in the ppwer of a 
very eminent po^iticiahi still alive, and thf? 
first philological philosopher qf the age, - ^ 



As the Ministry ^^Fere very unpopular, 
Junius reigned paramount over all political 
writings for two years- It has be^n said*^ 
that the very forcible- attack of Junius by 
Johnson in bis '. Falkland Island/ so com- 
pletely overthrew the popular champion', 
that he never resumed the fight. Though 
inferior to Johnson, it is not Jikely Junius 
would have been frightened from the field, 
eveuby that formidable opponent ; especially 
as. he fought under a raaski and could watch 
his owii time and opportwity. In fa6t, 
Junius wrote for a year after the publication 
of < Falkland Island/ That, pamphlet wa» 
brought out in spring I77U and immediately 
attra6led the laotice of all parties ; and Junius 
did not disoontxnue his warfare till spring 
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Vm, and some of the boldest of his letters 
to Lord Mansfield and the Duke of Grafton 
vcre written . towards t^ cldseof 1771^ It 
h more probable, th^ as tihe ftrincipal ob- 
jea of hb attacks (the 'I>uk« of . Grafton) 
\^ retired froiQ ofB^e^ the Duke of Bedr- 
ford was deadj an^ aU said of the MiddlescQE 
^le6tion that could be S2ud» Junius g^ve over 
lus wrUings wh^i> t)>eii: Qbj£^ no longer 







Burke h^ how gotten a very pleasaj^t 
yiUa near Be^^bnsfield/iQ Buckinghamshire. 
Varioms accounts have been given pf his. 
fortune at the time this purchase was made. 
The ipost general and best authenticatedi 
was, that the Marquis of Rockingham ad- 
vanced ten thousand pounds on a simple 
Ipond, never intended to be reclaimed : that 
Pr. Saunders of Spring Gardens advanced; 
five thousand^ secured by a mortgage. It 
is certain that at Dr. Saunders's, death, a 
mortgage on Burke's estate was found by 
the executor for that sum, and that the 
principal vyas considerably i^ciieased by ar- 
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rears of interest. The whole price was 
twenty-three thousand pounds. It had been 
gaid, that Burke, his brother Richard, and 
Mr. Wiljiam Burke^ were very successful 
speculators in the funds. Edmund after- 
wards, as I sh^ll shew, proved that he was 
totally imconcerned in any such trarisa6lion. 
How the remaining eight thousand pounds 
were procured I have not been able to as^ 
certain. 

As one of the freeholders of Buckingham- 
shire, Burke drew up a petition concern- 
ing the Middlesex ele6lion, and praying 
for a new parliament. The petition was 
adopted by the county meeting, and pre- 
sented by him and some other freeholders of 
note. I shall transcribe the material parts, as 
they shew, in a few words^, both the senti- 
ments of Burke respedling the specific sub^ 
je6l, and the comprehensive vie>y he takes 
of political causes and efFe6ts. 

< By the fundamental principles €f the cottsti^ 
tutioHy all the eledton of Great Britain have an 



undoubted rigU to ek0, by a nugdrityof legal 
votes, any man twt rendered incapMe by the law 
ef the land. We aretborougbly sensible that the 
House of Omnums may dso judkiaUy determine 
on the eli&ion of members of their ctim body ; 
but the. Jaw of the laud camttA be superseded by 
any resolution of either house of parUament, no 
pew incapacity, can be enadled except byibeau-^ 
ibority of the kgidature. The clmm of either 
house of parliament to make ordinances which 
ihould have the force of laws^ bath once already 
proved fatai to the crosm and to the constitution^ 
andwiU, we fear, if tbe exercise of it be tole-^ 
rated, provet again destruSlive to both. (After 
mentiQning the ele6lion of Colonel Liittrel : ) 
Justly alarmed at an attempt of this formidable 
nature, duty to our Scnereigtiy and to our in^ 
jured country J calk upon us to represent, wiib^ 
ail possible respeit,, the fatal consequences with- 
which this violation of the rights of free eledlion 
must be attended, and we earnestly implore the 
intervention of your Majesty's wisdom andgood-^ 
ness to qjfordi by legal atid constitutional me-- 
ihod%. tije^ means for removing this unexampleci 
grievance* 
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This petition, though explicit and firmi 
is temperate and decorous. The petition 
from York3hire, ^rawn up by Burke s friend, 
Sir George Sciville, was in a similar style* 
Some were presented of a very different 
nature, being in the style of imperious re- 
monstrances and licen:tious abus0 ; among 
the rest, th^t from the Livery of London, 
as unlike the one si^ipported by Burke, as 
the principles of a turbulent Democrat are 
to those of a moderate constitutional Whig. 

The political opinions and principles of 
Burke were about this time published at 
considerable 4ength, in a pamphlet intituled 
♦Thoughts on the Causes of the Present 
Piscont^ri^^/ 

* 

Burke's * Thoughts on the Discontents* 
deserves the studious perusal of the politician^ 
as it marks with great impjartiality *the sta^t 
of the public mind at that period. The 
work endeavours to find the causes of th^ 
prevailing opinions and sentinient$ in the 

condition of the countryi 9nd the conduSk 



of the OiMirt. It oiUs for the peculiar at« 
tent]oa;ofthe biographer, as a land-mark 
<cf Borkb''^ -OWN DOCTRINES respe6ling the 
British Government, and the .means of 
carrying i% into the mdst suocessful efie^. 

'.-.'■. » 

> llie fact, that discontents had existed 
during ^ a great pbrt of the present reign,» 
and thftt they had risen to an alarming 
height^ being very dbvious, and denied by' 
none," Burke presumes it to be generally 
admitted : he proceeds, therefore^^ to investi- 
gate the cause, to describe the modes of its 
operation, to display its efFe6ls, and to pro- 
pose a remedy. Courtiers ^ascribed the 
prevailing dissatisfadlion to the seditious 
wickedness of libellers, and other dema-» 
gogues ; causes which have very frequently 
produced groundless discontents, but not 
always. According to the court party, af- 
fairs had been njianaged with consummate 
wisdom and remarkable moderation ; if the 
chara6ler these persons ga^ve of themselves 
were just, then there certainly could be no 
foundation for the discontents,, The pre-»v 



mises/ however, V Burke do6siK)t admit: he 
cont)?nd$> th»t thare were strong gronnds 
for 4i«s»t;isfe(Slibn. : . Mr.Burke's hypothesis 
is, that^ ^ pjan-hfid been tfermed by the 
Court, and: in >» gtmt^ degree^ executed, to 
govern by the private influaice of its ^ 
vouritQ3> . The prbdutSlion is a very in* 
genious and consistent theory/ fbiiilided on 
this assumed * principle. 

The various a6ls of Administration he 
attempts to deduce from a system of making 
every part- of government depend upon a 
junto of court favoui;ites. * To secure/ he 
says, ' to tbf Court the unlimited: and uncon^ 
trmded use of its own vast influence j under the 
sole direction of its own private favour, has beert 
for some years the great obje6l of policy. 
J[f this were compassed, the influence of the 
Crown must of course produce all the ef- 
fe6ls which the most sanguine partizans of 

* We say assnned, because, whether aftually true or fkU^ 
that such a ji^pto did. exist, notwithstanding all the clamour 
f>f the OppQsitionji its exi&tence was never satisfiidU>rify 
oroved. 



the Court :oould possiUy desire. Govefn- 
ment might then be carried On Without any 
concurrroce CNn the^part of -iSfe' people,-^ 
if(ithoat any mtitentiim to^Utoi^ dignity of the 
greater^ tXTi to ^the>affe£tioAsvof the lower 
fiortsi- iToihispkn^ of making every part 
of governmehtf dependent on a junto of 
court! >&vduritea. he: attributes'^the various 
evils of that time. The a)urf jtmto he calte 
a doubly caiinct. 

Having, in the passage I have quoted, die- 
scribed the alledged obje6t of the real or 
supposed band of courtiers, he proceeds to 
the means : * These were, to draw a line 
which should separate the Court from the Mi* 
nistry \ to render the ostensible Ministers 
merely the agents of this favourite junto. 
« By this operation, two systems of admini- 
stration were to be formed; one^ which 
should be in the real secret and confidence ; 
the other, merely ostensible, to perform the 
official and executory duties of Government. 
The latter were alone to be responsible ; 
whilst the real advisers, who enjoyed all the; 
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power, were effectually rempved from all 
the danger/ 

* Secondly, A party under these leaders was 
to be formed in favour of the Court against the 
Ministry. ' 

* Thirdly! Parliament was to be brought 
to acquiesce in this proje<5l. It was to be 
taught by degrees a total indifference to the 
persons, rank, influencer abilities, conneSlitmSf 
and charadter of the Minister of the^Crowni 
A cabal of the doset and backstairs was sub- 
stituted in the place of a national admini- 
stration/ • ; / 
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His hypothesis proceeds to the prxigress^ 
success, and consequences of j feyouritisijif 
and very eloquently shews its hwtfulnesstQ 
a free government. • A plan OF^AypvRi- - 
risM for our executory government v^^^^^xt-i 
tially at variance with the plan of pur legis- 
lature. . One great end, undoubtedly^jofLa 
mixed government, like ours, is^ that the 
Prince shall not be able to violate the laViriV 
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But this, ^ven at first view, ifc no inor); ttidil 
a native advantage; an armour merely 
defensive. -It is, therefore, next in order. 
and equal in importanofe, that ibe discretionary 
powers wbkb are necessarily vested in the Mo^ 
narcbs wbetberfor the execution of ^ the laws or 
for tfe nomination to magistracy and o^e^ or 
for conducting the ^drs ijf feace and war^ or 
for ordering the revenue^ d^ld alt be easercised 
upon public principles, ^'- and national grounds, 
andnxOfon the Uhbigs or prejudices ^ We intrigues 
or policies of a Court/ He follows the plan 
and operations of the cabal to the most 
momentous efifed, (f we admit it to have ac^ 
tually tcd:en place, —Its influence on parliament* 
* The House of Commons was originally 
considered as a controul, issuing immediately 
from the people, and speedily to be resolved 
into the mdss from whence it arose. In this 
respedl, it was in the higher part of govern- 
jBT^nt what juries are in the lower. The 
capacity of a magistrate being transitory^ 

* Whatever might be the fact as to favouritism at that 
time, the constitutional and impartial reader will admit this 
fTAiTA/ description to be just. 



and that of a citizen permanent; the latter 
capacity, it was hop^d, would, of course^ 
preponderate in all discussions, hot only be- 
tween the people and the standing authority 
of the Crown, but between the people and 
the^^fi/zg*. authority of the House of Com- 
mons itself. It was hoped, th^t, being of 
a middle nature between subje6l and govern* 
ijient, they would feel with a moretehder 
and nearer interest every thing that con*-, 
cerned the people^ than the other remoter 
and more permanent parts of legislature. 
This character can never be sustained un-. 
less the House of Commons shall be made 
to bear some stamp of the a6lual disposition 
of the people at large. It would (among 
public mistortunes) be an evil more tolerable, 
that the House of Commons should be i^- 
fedied wkb every , epidemical pbrensy oj the 
people, as this would indicate some consan- 
guinity, some sympathy of nature, with, 
their constituents, than that they should, in 
all cases, be untouched by the opinions and ' 
feelings of. the people. The viT^e, spirit^ 
and ESSENCE of the Houss qf Oommohsa 
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consist in its being the' express tmagi. af^ 

THE FEELINGS OF THE NATIOt*.* It wasi 

not designed to be a controul upon, but 
ybr, the people/ Having given this ac^ 
cttmt of &€ intention of a Hmse of Commons , 
he proceeds -to a description of its state 
at that time, which, whether just or not, 
is at least very eloquent. ' " A vigilant 
and jealotui eye over executory arid judicial 
magistracy, an anxious care of public money, 
an openness, approaching towards facility, 
ta public complaints : these seem to-be the 
true characteristics of an House of Com- 
mons. But an addressing House of Com^ 
mens, and a petitioning nation ; an House 
of Commons full of confidence, when the 
nation is plunged in despair ; in the utmost 



* f The ardour of Mr. Burke*s mind transported him on this 
occasion farther than cool reason could justify. The virtue 
of the Hous^ .of Commons, as of the other branches of tht 
legislature, consists in promoting the interest and happiness 
of the nation, which, in many cases, is better attained by 
restraining ixsftilings, than by perfect sympathy with them, 
whatever may be their tendency. Legislative wisdom and 
benevolence seek the permanent welfare, not che tcmporar/ 

grat^fc^tipflt'of a, peqjlcv 






hatihony with Ministers, whom the people 
regard with the utmost abhorrence; who 
vote thanks^ wheii the public opinion calls 
upon them for impeachments ; who are eager 
to grant X when the general voice demands 
account ; who, in all disputes between the 
people and administration, presume against 
the people ; v^o punish their disorders, but 
refuse even to enquire into the provocations 

# 

to them : this is an unnatural, a monstrous 
state of things in this Constitution. Such 
an assembly may be a great, wise, aweful 
senate ; but it is not to any popular purpose 
an House of Commons/ He pursues the 
secret influence to its efFe6ls on foreign af- 
fairs, which he maintains also to b^ per- 

nicious. 

- • 

4 

His REMEDY for the evil has not a grain* 
of democracy in its composition. He does 
not propose an .uncontrouled power of the 
pe6ple to prevent an uncontrouled power of 
the court. His obje6i: is to coimterpoise the 
secret oKgarchy of favouritism by an open 
aristocracy of talents, virtue, property, -and 
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rank, combined together on avowed prln* 
ciples, agreeable to the Constitution, and 
supported by the approbation and confi- 
dence of the people. His plan is, that not 
popular favour alone shall determine who is 
to manage government, but popular favour 
combined with the constituents above men- 
tioned. He thinks that the gjovernment 
should be in the hands, of .those at the same 
time most qualified and most interested in 
the welfare of , the whole. These are men 
of talents, rank, property, and independence. 
He contends that an aristocracy so composed 
will, in all moral probability, promote the 
good of the country more efFe6lually than 
either the people themselves, on the one 
hand, or court minions, on the other. In a 
Word, he proposes that independent pro- 
perty should govern, and not dependent 
favouritism. The interests of the people, he 
conceives, should be placed in the hands of 
the independent yeonien, gentlemen, mer^ 
chants, and manufadurers of the kingdom, 
whose situation, from either their fortune or 
industry, renders them free, independent 



jAgients, thin in the hands of the metft 
jfn'enials and ministers of court pageantry ♦ 
He who derives his fortuite from inheritance^ 
or successKil industry, Has an interest in the ' 
Welfare of the country in. which that fortune^ 

is vested ;. which is not the case with re- 

• • . . • 

ceivers of court wages. The Sovereign 
should be^ ^ determined in the formation of 
his Ministry By that aristocracy so sup-* 

ported, and not by his 6wn private predi*- 
le6lionS* 

This geriefal principle he applies to ^ 
connediion which, he says, ought to posses^ 
Government One of the chief varguments 
adduced by Burke in favour of governing 
the country by a conne6lion> that is, a party 
of men not dependent on the Court, bound 
togethei" by inutual confidence^ common 
afFe6lions,'and coii\mon interests, is, that it 
had been governed by such a connexion 
during the most fortunate periods of the 
preceding reigns since the revolution. Here 
he brings forward a tnaiim often applied by 
him in the succeeding parts of . his political 
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lifb: — that it behoves statqsmei]i^ to reason 
from experience and ex^unplcs and not from 
abstradt principlesf« The . connedlion by 
which he propo^^s the ooijntry to be. go* 
vemed is the Whig aristocracy, a combi* 
^nation of those families which had most 
powerfully support^ the revolution ajiA 
consequent establishmen|3. . SucK a con^bi^ 
nation he supposes to be primarily essential, 
to. the well-being of the state. Generally 
abhorrent of speculative inmwation in politics^ 
he declares himself inimical to a change, or 
%yhat its advocates call a reform in the con-^ 
stitution and duration of parliament. 

Thus we see Burke has, from his political 
outset, been a frienD' to aristocratic 

GOVERNMENT, AN ENEMY TO PARLIAMENT. 
TARY REFORM, AND TO METAPHySICAL 
INNOVATION IN POLITICS. 

It may be said that, although the country 
had prospered when government wasln the 
hqnds of the Wmg connediion, it would not 
follow^ that it^was the connection that pro- 
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diicfed that prosperity. It may also ,be said, 
that the country, in fa6l, had not prospered 
to the extent which Burke assumes. It 
would be difficult to prove that the Diikfe 
of Marlborough's vi6lorieS (had they been 
as useful as they were brilliant) proceeded 
from his conne6lion with the Whig party. 
To many it will be doubtful, whether the 
proceedings of the Whig conne6tions, aftei^ 
their re-establishment in power by the ac^ 
cession, were not guilty of- as oppressive 
and impolitic adts a& any attributed to the 
Court junto, when, Burke wrote. Many may 
think the proceedings- against the Tory 
Lords, by the Whigs,- as unjustifiable and 
unconstitutional as those against the po* 
pular favourites at the supposed instigation 
of the Coutt junto, and conceive the prose- 
cution of Lord Oxford and of Attprbury to 
have been at least as contrary to natural 
justice and to constitutional principle as the 
prosecution of Wilkes, The purity of the 
longest of all Whig Administrations has beent 
questioned on fully as strong grounds as the 
purity of any Ministry formed at the^in^ 
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stance of the Court junto. Corruption 
{ippears from history to have prevailed 
as much under the. Admipistratioii of Sir 
Robert Walpole, as under tihpse of Bute, 
Qrenville, 'or Grafton. The Whig Ministers, 
during the first war of George JL did not 
contribute very much either tq national 
honour or advantage. The most able and 
successful Minister England had known was 
not 9 creatute qf the Whig aristocracy, but a 
Statesman recommended. to hJs Sovereign's; 

P.HOipE BY HIS PERSONAt ABILITIES ANt? TH^ 

iPAVOUR OF TfiE PEOPLE. He waseven ob-^ 

4 
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BO^cious tq some Whigs of the highest rank^ 
but overbore thenq by the highest talents. 
Following,, therefore, with Burke, experience, 
as the surest guide in the condu6l of affairs, 
we do not ftnd the Whig combination ^^ 
which he propose?, most likely to extricate 
the country from the alledged evil. A Whig 
junto might be better than a Court junto. 
Independent Whigs would probably be 
better disposed to promote the interest of 
their country, than dependent Courtiers ; — 
^ut all Whigs are not independent. The indcist 

■ft 
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pendence of mahy of the members of the 
conneStion was by no means clear. Whig 
great men had retainers^ as well as Court 
great men. Where evil of any great kind, 
and in a great degree, prevails, the remedy 
does not lie iii any particular junto, but in 

the UNITED SENSE AND VIRTUE OF THK 
COMMUNITY, 

I am aware, that it has been the received 
do6lrine among Whig parties ever since the 
revolution, that public affairs ought to he 
nianagfed by a certain party, which its 
members called the Whig: connexion. In 
the reign of Queen Anne, the Whigs, from 
the accession of the Duke of Marlborough" 
to their measures, and the great abilities of 
many other chara6ters belonging to them,' 
constituted a most powerful and efficient 
Administration, under whom, and their 
leader, the most splendid exploits wei'e per-^ 
formed; and most glorious vi6lories were 
obtained. The atchievements arising from 
th? genius of individual Whigs, afting in 
concert, reflected a lustre on the whole partVi 
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incrcjaed the number of their adherefite* 
ati^ added weight to jui. opinion before pre-^ 
valent* th?it the Wlug party, as the most 
atr^iJious supporters of thip revolutionji 
^hovld coQtinue^ tp hold the r^m of » 
^ov^nmen^ forpied on the principles whi,ch 
bad produQe4 that great event. Those, it 
vras alledged, who had promoted the esta-s. 
blishment of the glpripus William, th? de-? 
liverer of Brit^, and had so effedlu^Uy 
]iumbled Frange, the eneiny of this an4 
every free couritry, ought ^ways tp pre-? 
side at t^ie helm pf ^iffajrs. Mr. Harley,i / 
who, at one stage of his political career pro^ 
fessed himsdf of no party, held as a favou- 
rite maxim, that the name of party ought 
to be abolished, by selecting for the 

PUBLIC SERVICE, INDISCRIMINATELY, THE 

WISEST AND MOST VIRTUOUS, whatever their 
political denominations or connections might be. 
Dr. Somerville, a tespe^lable historian, ob- 
serves, that this was a * maxim, which^ 
though founded on specious arguments, can 
only be construed as a doubtful test of th^ 
liberality and independence pf the wrspi^ 



who holds it, as it may be made subservient 
to priv^tQ ambition, as often ias to general 
utility/ He afterwards shews, what was in- 
deed very obvious, that Harley hiniself was 
far from being guided by this maxim. In 
calling it a doubtful test, the learned writer 
does pot carefully distinguish between the 
truth ^nd falsehood, utility and hurtfulness, 
of a principle in itself, and the sincerity and 
wisdom of those who may profess to adopt 
it. The goodness or badness of this political 
do6lrine muJ5t be estimated by the tendency 
of the qualities, in which it would vest go- 
vernment, to produce public happiness. 
The question, therefore, is simply this,>< 
Whether the admission of either Whig or 

r 

Tory do6lrines, or the p£)ssession and ex^ 
ertion of wisdom and virtue, most completely 
fits either a man, or set of men, for ma- 
naging diflBcult and complicated concerns, 
and promoting the welfare of society. The 
Tories, indeed, in the reign of Queen Anne. . 
were a much less closely compacted band 
than the 'Whigs, Consciousness of tl;ieir 
p\vn strength and upion, perhaps, might be 



one r«woh which induced' the Whigs to pro- 
pose governing by their own junto, instead 
of joining with other parties in forming aii 
Administration on a more extendted plan * 
During the reigns df the two first Georges, 
the Whig phalanx adbially did govern by 
their own combination, in every Ministry 
but one, in which consummate geniuii, sup- 
ipOTted by the confidence of the nation, 
overbore the intrigues of party Juntos. 
Mt; Pitt, though mote favourable to Whig 
principles, grounded on reasoning and dis- 
cussion, than to Tory notions, resting their 
weight upon authority, could not be said to 
belong to the Whig combination ; at the 
head of which was the Duke of Newcastle^ 
who was also a member of that Administra- 
tion, The 'Whig cohne6lion, in fa6l, con- 
sidered themselves as a company in whom 
was vested a right to a monopoly in govern- 
ment; and repined that Mr. Pitt's abilities 



• This Mr. Harley strenuously endeavoured to. promote, 
after the dismissioQ of the Whig civil ofiicers, and before 
the Duke of Marlborough was deprived of the command. 

^u Somer*ville^s Hijtory^ 



made him Minister without being their 
creature, and frequently attempted to thwart 
his councils, but were borne down by the 
force of his reasoning. At the beginning of , • 
the present reign it was evident that his 
Majesty had formed a more liberal and com-^ 
prehensive plan of government, than those' 
which his two predecessors, led in a great 
degree by the circumstances of the times, 
had embraced. While the Stuart family 
cherished hopes of making good their pre- 
tensions to the throne, it was natural for 
th^ King, supported on principles inimical 
to Jacobitism, to repose the chief confidence 
in those whose political sentiments were 
most diametrically opposite to the doctrines 
of the Pretender's friends. But the hopes 
of the Chevalier being entirely crushed, it 
was time that general ability and character 
should resume their superiority over par-* 
tioular notions ; and that the question should 
no longer be in the choice of a Minister, is, 
or is he not, a Whig or a Tory, but is he' 
qualified and disposed to promote the public * 
^ood ?, This vyas a dpcSlriTO by no meins 



» 
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ftvouraUeto the views of the Whig con- 
lie6tion ; to those, who, by forttmate dcx:i« 
deiit8.have been enafaied to possdis a nio^ 
nopoly in a beneficial commerce, will by no 
means be the readiest to testify their appro- 
bation when the trade is thrown open to 
enterpoze, skill, arid abiUty . His Majesty's 
plan was to chuse his Ministers according to 
his opinion of their jSitness for their ofl^ces^ 
and not ift obedience to the dl^^ation of a 
junto. 

The wisest and best plans are not dways 
executed in proportion to their wisdom and 
utility. It often requires variety of experi-^ 
ment before the properest modes of ope-r 
ration and agents of execution xan be dis- 
covered. The difficulty of sele6ling tlie 
most apposite means, and especially an un-^ 
fortunate misunderstanding between the 
Ministers chosen by his Majesty and the 
illustrious personage whom we have above 
mentioned, the opposition of the Whig con- 
•• nection long prevented the thorough com-^ 
pletion of the expanded scheme. H^d Mfr^ 
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Pitt continued . at the head of affeirs, there 
is no doubt that ^his powers might have, at 
a much earlier period of this, reign, over-r 
whelmed any fa6tion associated on the prin^f* 
ciple of governing by a junto ; but circiun'^ 
stanced as things were, the perfeft establish^ 
ment of the prindple that governiijent^ 
should be darried on by the. ablest, wisest^ 
and most patriotiadly disposed men, whether 
Whigs or Tories, was reserved for Williamt- 
Pitt the younger. 

. To oppose this comprehensive scheme of 
policy, and to restore to - themselves thet 
monopoly of government, was the great 
objedl of the Whig junto ; to facilitate the 
attainment of their purpose, they contended , 
that there was a junto of court favourites t=> 
who had acquired that dire6Uon of affairs 
which they themselves sought, had for a'cer* 
tain time attained, even in the present reign^ 
and had*lost through their own inefficiency, 
Mr. Burke, in his ^ Thoiights on the Dis-v/" 
contents,' is the advocate of the Whig com-?* 
bination; but though no one was more 
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thoroughly acquainted "With governnient iri 
general, with the history ' and gbvernmcuit 
of this country in particular, yet he does 
not . prove that the perfection of a polityx:^ 
consists in being dlredled bysuch a combi- 
nation as he proposes^ nor that ' when 4he 
Qcxmefition in question held the chief offices 
of state, it manifested such* qiialifications as 
to render its Return to office desireable by 
the country* ' ^ 

Burke thought the Whig connexion more 
powerful opposers of the Court proje6l, thin 
the pe^-sbnal * talents and popularity of in-f 
dividuals. His reasoning is dire6led to re- 
commend the Rockingham party to have 
the management of affairs, rather than Lord 
Chatham. Although endued with talents 
that needed no patronage to render him 
great, Burke had been brought forward by 
the Whig interest ; and endeavours to shew 
that the wisest policy was to entrust go- 
vernment to those with whom he himselfx^ 
was connedled. He tries to conciliate the 
King to that party, by intimating, that by 
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it the means of royal magnificence would be 
much more amply supplied than by theCourt 
junto. * Suppose/ he says, * we were to ^ 
ask, whether the King has been richer sincQ; 
the establishment of court favouritism, I be- 
lieve it will be found, th^t the pi(Slure of, 

royal* indigence, which our Court has pre- 

« 

sented, has been truly .humiliating. If the 
royal treasury had been exbausted/by splendour 
and magnificence y his distress would have been 
accounted for, and in same measure justified/ , 

He contends less for change of measures \ 
than change of men. Indeed he proposes 
no material change of measures. 

A much less degree of political knowledge 
and ability than he possessed would, ifim-^ 
partially exerted, hayc; seen, that such a . 
government as he proposes would be here^ * 
after ineffedlual, as it had hitherto been ;t^ 
but so dudlile was the fancy, so ardent were ./ 
the passions of Burke, that he often deviated-^- 
from reason much farther than men of very ^ 
inferior talents, with cooler imagination? and ' 






tfellip6r»< Whatever Acte. he embraced) fie^ 
embnned' eeg^ly. - ^ When his affedlions^ 
wereonee vngaged« whatever they stimulated 
he- frequently- conceived to be true and right; 
It 1$ evidently nM peculiar to Burke that hisi 
pasaons often War;^ his- reason ; but an 
attentive' observer of *hi8^ life must see that 
iSttiR, produced in faitaivifttsb great a degree, 
as to form a peculiar cbara6leristic of his 
mind. His genius is often employed in in^ 
venting arguments for Jtfopositions ndt truei 
or devising means for ends not salutary t-— 
'In tx>unteFa^ng wisdom; 
",■.'■ 
In many of Burke's writings We rfteet 
rather with an abundance of i in portent facts, 
piFofound observations, brilliant images, and 
able arguments, adding to the general 
amusement, pleasuie, information, and in-* 
*6ru6tion, than with a thain of proofs, tending 
to -donfirm a specific proportion. In this 
pamphlet, the evident obje6l is to evince 
the necessity of calling Lord Rockingham's 
party into power* Excellent as it is in 
many parts, it does not evince the necessity^ 



or €ven the expediency, of that change. 
Some of his premises tend to establish con- 
clusions contrary to those which he has de- 
duced. While he has drawn a most glowing 
pi6lure of the corruption of the House of 
Commons, he is inimical to - parliamentary 
reform. If the House of Commons was so 
perverted from its original purpose, as to 
become a mere engine of the Court, a reform 
would not only be expedient but necessary. 
A mere dissolution of that parliament would 
not be sufficient, asi the corruption did not 
arise from causes peculiarto that parliament. 
If secret influence existed, and existed with 
the alarming and destru6tive corruption of 
the House of Commons, which he states, 
a radical change was necessary. It must be 
admitted by the friends of Burke, that 
though he declares himself an enemy to par- 
liamentary reform, hi& statement of the cor- 
ruption would, if true, be as strong an ar- 
gument in favour of reform as its supporters' 
could adduce. Either the disease was not- 
so virulent as he repr«ented, or the remedy^ 
whi<;h h^ prppoaed was inadequate ta tfee^ 

I — 
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cure/ Mere change of piysickns could net 
expel distemper, without a change of either 
regimen or medicine. This treatise tends 
rather to recommend the members of his 
x)\vn college to^ employment than to restore 
the patient to health. 

In perusing this, or any of the ' .works of 
Burke, on the politics of the time^ the asto- 
nishing abilities and knowledge employed 
lead a reader to regret that they were not 
dire6led either to more permanent obje6ls, 
or to objedls, to. the attainment of which 
they mjght have been more efFe6luaL 
Though in point of genius and learning even 
Johnson or Hume were not superior to 
him, the dire6\ion of both these men's 
powers to obje6ls of more permanent im- 
portance has rendered their efforts of greater 
advantage to mankind than Burke's. The 
effe<5l of exertions so direfted as their's de- 
pended on their intrinsic ability and skill ; 
the effe6l of Burke's, in a great degree, on 
extrinsic circumstances. He might reason, 
he, might write, he might speak ; but unless 



he coincided with the notions and views of 
Government, his reasoning, literature, and 
oratory, could not e(Fe6luate his purposes. 
There was no subjedl of moral or political 
history, or science, of which he Was not 
master. Had he devoted those powers and 
exertions to the illustration of the ^ noblest 
study of mankind,'— K)f man, in his faculties, 
in his social and civil relations,-— which he 
applied to the propagation of party creeds, hi$ 
utility to society must have been much 
greater than it was at that time. The ac- 
cession of delight and instru6lion, from the 
labours of Burke, investigating and eluci- 
dating general truths, must have been much 
more important than from his labours in 
supporting particular notions. 

* To party he gave what waa meant for maftkind.* 

The brilliant eloquence and ingenious . 
reasoning of this work produced a powerful 
efFe6l on the public mind ; though, perhaps, 
its influence was considerably less than that 
of Junius in rendering the Grafton Admini- 

stration unpopular. Blirke may be rath^ 

08 
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salds on this occasion, to have co-operated 
¥rith that anonymous assailant^ thaa Junius 
to have co-operated with Burke. If, how* 
ever, Burke^s ' Thoughts on the Discon- 
^tents', may have contributed to the change 
of Ministry, it did not serve to introduce 
any of the members of the Whig connec- 
tion which he with such^ powers of genius 
reconunended. ^ . 

' ft. . 

, Two sets of writers attacked this jwun- 
1 ][>hlet : — ^the friends of the Court, whodemed 
nhe existence ef the seciret cabinet ; and the 
republicans, whp inveighed against its 9ris- 
tocratical tendency and opposition to re- 
form. The celebrated Mrs. Macaulay 
answered this tra6l, and descanted with 
much speculative ingenuity on the just ends 
of government, * the Usurpations of Esta- 
blishments,' < the Rights of Man,' .^ com- 
plete Reform in Parliament and Govern- 
ment,' * Political Justice,' and many other 
topics that have since been hackneyed in 
democratical writings, from the bold, ener- 
getic, acute, dangerous sophistry of Paine, 



and the ingenious, but impra6licable, tlieo- 
ries of Godwin, to the ignorant declamation 
•of Thelwall. The aristocratic Burke of 
those days was assailed, by the republicanfs 
of that period, with as much violence As the 
aristocratic Burke of latter times by the re- 
publicans of this period. The author of a 
Biographical Preface to Burke's PosthurabuB 
Works asserts that the Thoughts on the Dis^ 
contents mark the political tenets of Burke 
to have beeji congenial to those recently tit** 
tacked by deipocratic writers. To me §ome 
of the opinions appear coincident, some op^ 
posite. 'That government ought to be inv 
the hands of an aristocracy of .rank and 
property is consistent 'with his late doctrines^ 
The importance ascribed by him to the 
voice of the people, his encouragement of 
their petitions, his opinion that the House 
of Commons ought to be an image of populaf 
opinion and an organ of popular will, may 
be apparently, but is not really inconsistent, 
as, I trust, will be found when these come 
to be -diacussed, with his doctrines brought 
forward an tihe French revolution. 

03 "^ 
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Tliis was the first subje6l on which Burke 
and Johnsbn published opposite opinions. 

> The Alarm, which Johnson osXh falser and 
the Discontents t X/i'hich Burke supposes well 
founded, we^e nearly the same. On con- 
sidering these performances, not as consist- 
.ing of true or false- reasoning, but as indi- 
cative of knowledge and* talents, it must 
appear to an impartial reader^ that though 
Johnson displays equal acuteness, equal 
strength, and more poignancy, Burke shews 
much more of '^Kpansion and of profound 
investigation ; and that from his treatise a 
much greater accession of political know- 
ledge and principle may be derived than 

^ from Johnson's. It may be said that attack 
is more expatiatory than defence ; but John- 
son, in his False JIarm, attacks as well as 
defends. His subje6l admitted of great ex- 
pansion : he might have taken as wide a 
range through the efFe6ls. of j>ci^i//ar licentious^ 
ness B.S Burke did through those of court 
favouritism. In fa6t, with a memory as re- 
tentive, with a judgment as strong and 
discriminating as Burke's, equal to any man 
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in his writings on general ethics ancj criti- 
cism, he did not so much excel in political 
discussion. 

While Burke and Johnson differed on 
subje6ls of political expediency, they co- 
operated in performing the duties of private 
fri«idship and justice. They this summer 
appeared together at the Old Bailey, to give 
evidence to the chara(5ler of a gentleYtian 
tried for his life. Mr. Baretti, so well known 
in the literary world, had been attacked by 
a woman of the town, near the Haymarket. 
In endeavouring to get away, h§ was sur- 
rounded by three fellows, who supported 
the woman in. her impudence, and, with 
much scurrilous abuse, struck him. They 
continued to molest him ; on which, appre- 
hensive of his life^ he drew a knife, warning 
them to ke^p off: a scuffle ensuing, he stabbed 
two of them, of whom one died. Burke 
and Johnson, with several others, bore testi- 
mony to the goodness of his general cha- 
raifter and the peaceableness of his dispo- 
sition. The jury considered the homicide 

o 4 



as in self-defence, and he was accordinsfly. 
acquitted. . Baretti was very intimate wkh 
the members of the licerary dub, especially 
with Burke and Johnson, and highly valued 
by those illustrious personages^ 

Mr. Burke about this time paid a visit to 
Ireland^ and was received with th^ Kindest 
afFe6lion by his friends in that, hospitable 
country. A$ his chara6ter for genius, lite- 
rature^ and parliamentary eloquences w^as 
flow very high, he found many claimed 
kindred with him, of whom he had never 

< ■ ■ • « 

before heard ; and that many pretended to 
have long foreseen his eminence, whose 
penetration was of that sort that enabled 
them to discover a character to be great, 
when universally affirmed ft) be so; and 
whose estimates of genius and virtue de- 

r 

pended in a considerable degree on the 
newspapers which they happened most fre- 
quently to read. Justly appreciating such 
sagacity and claims of relation, he behaved 
with the greatest affability and benevolence 
to all the intimates of his youth. His 



C 201.3 - 

master, Mr, Shackleton, whom I have be- 
fore mentioned, had a distinguished share of 
his attention. With his old school-fellows 
he indulged himself in retracing the scenes 
of his juvenile days, and frequently cor- 
responded with them. One of his greatest 
intimates, and with \^hom he spent much of 
his time whenever he went td Ireland, was 
Mr. Michael Smith, who had been his class- 
fellow under Mr. Shackleton, and was now a 
coimtry schoolmaster, but always valued by 
the great mind of Burke, according fo his 
abihties and personal chara6ler, and not ac-* 
cording to his accidental situation. He at 
this time was master of the Grammar-school 
of Fenagh, in the county of Leitrim. Letters 
frequently passed between them, one of 
which, on each side, I shall sele6l as a 
specimen of the respectable ability of Mr. 

Smith, and the estimation in which he was 

« 

held by his illustrious correspondent. They 
were written at a much earlier period of 
Burke's life than that at which we are now 
arrived ; but could not before be introduced 
with propriety, as an opportunity had not 



occurred of mentioning Mr- Smith. It ap- 
pears» that soon after his arrival in London, 
Mr. Burke had received a letter from 
Mr. Smith, to which the followirig is the 
ans\ver ; 



^ MY DEAR MICHAEL, 

* Mr. Balf was so very kind as to deliver 
me your friendly epistle about half an hour 
ago. I read it over; blest the first inventor 
of letters, and as I have plenty of ink, pens, 
and paper, and as this is one of my holidays, 
I intend to dedicate it to friendship. — 
Balzac having once escaped from a company, 
where he found it necessary to weigh every 
word that he uttered, chanced to meet a 
friend : " Come,'' said he to him, '' let us 
retire to some place where we can converse 
freely' together, and commit as many sole- 
cisms as we please/' * I need not tell you the 
application. You'll expedl some short ac- 
count of my journey to this great city. To 
tell you the truth, I made very few remarks 
as I rolled along, for my mind was occupied 
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with many thoughts, and my eyes often 
filled with tears, when I re^lfted on all the 
dear friends I left behind ; yet the prospers 
could ndt fail to attraft the attention of the 
most indifferent: country seats sprinkled 
round on every side, some in the modern 
taste, others in the stile of old, de Coverley 
Hall, all smiling on the neat, but humble 
cottage ; every village as gay and compa6l 
as a bee-hive, resounding with the busy 
hum of industry, and inns like palaces. 
What a contrast between our poor country, 
where you'll scarce find a . cottage orna- 
mented with a chimney ! But what pleased 
me most of all was the progress of agri- 
culture, my favourite study, and my favou- 
rite pursuit, if Providence had blessed me 
with a few paternal acres. A description 
of London and its nations would fill a volume. 
The buildings are very fine : it may be called 
the sink of vice : but her hospitak and cha- 
ritaye institutions, whose turrets pierce the 
skies, like so many eledlrical condu6lors, 
avert the very wrath of" Heaven. The in- 
habitants may be divided into two classes, 
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the imdoers and the undone ^ generally so, I 
say, for I an#persuaded there are many 
men of. honesty and women of virtue in 
every ' street. ^ An Eoglishman is cold and 
distant at first ; he is very cautious even in 
forming an acquaintance^ he must know you 
well before he enters into friendship with 
you ; but if he does, he is not the first to 
dissolve that sacred batid ; in short, a real 

. Englishman is one that performs more than 

* 

he promises ; in company be is rather silent, 
extreymely prudent in his expressions, even 
in politics, his favourite topic. . The women 
are not. quite so reserved ; they consult their 
glasses to the greatest advantage, and as 
Nature is very liberal in her gifts to their 
persons, and even mind, it is not easy for a 
young man to escape their glances, or to 
shut his ears to their softly flowing accents. 
As to the state of learning in this city, you 
know I have not been long enough in it to 
form a proper judgment of that subje6l. 
I don't think, however, there is as much 
respe6l paid to a man of letters on this side 
the water as you imagine. I don't find that 
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genius, the *^ rath primrose, which, forsaken, 
dies," is patronized by any o<|the nobility, 
so that writers of the first talents are left to 
the capricious patronage of the public. 
Notwithstanding this discouragement, lite- 
rature is cultivated in a high degree. Poetry 
raises her enchanting voice to Heaven. 
History arrests the wings of Time in his 
flight to the gulph of oblivion. Philosophy, 
the queen of Arts, and the daughter of 
Heaven, is {laily extending her intelle6lual 
empire. Fancy sports on airy wing like a 
meteor on the bosom of a summer cloud, 
and even Metaphysics spins her cobwebs, 
and catches some flies. The House of Com- 
mons not uiifrequently exhibits explosions 
of eloquence that rise superior to those of 
Greece and Rome, even in their proudest 
days. Yet after all a man will make more 
by the figures of arithmetic than by the 
figures of rhetoric, unless he can get into 
the trade wind, and then he may sail secure 
over Pa6iolean sands. As lo the stacre, it is 
sunk, in my opinion, into the lowest de-^ 
gree; I m6an with regard to the trash 
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that is ^hibited on it ; but I don't attribute 
tfiis to the tasft of the audience^ for when 
Ste&kspeare warbles his " native wood notes/ 
the boxes^ pit, and gallery, are crowded — 
and the Gods are trije to every word, if 

properly ranged to the heart, 

• -. • 

• I 

ft * * 

» Soon after my arrival in town, I visited 
Wiestminster Abbey ; the moment I entered 
I felt a kind of awe pervade my mind, which 
I cannot describe ; the very silence seemed 
saored. Henry the Seventh's chapel is a 
very fine piece of Gothic archite6lure, par- 
tiailarly the roof ; but I am. told that it is 
exceeded by a chapel in the University of 
Cambridge. Mrs. Nightingale's monument 
has not been praised beyond its merit. The 
attitude and expression of the husband, in 
endeavouring to shield his wife from the 
^art of death, is natural and affeding. But 
\ always thought that the image of death 
would be much better represented with an 
extinguished torch, inverted, than with a 
dart. Some would imagine that all these 
monuments were so many monuments of 
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folly— I don't think so ; what useful lesson* 
of mc rality and sound philoBbphy do they 
not exhibit ! When the high-born beauty, 
surveys her face in the ' polished parian, 
though dumb the marble, yet it. tells her 
that it was placed to guard the remains of 
as fine a form and as fair a face as her own. 
They shew besides how anxious we are to 
extend our loves and friendship beyond the- 
grave, and to snatch as much as we can 
from oblivion — su6h is our natural love of 
immortality ; but it is here that lettiers ob- 
tain the noblest triumphs; it is here that the 
swarthy daughters of Cadmus may hang 
their trophies on high, for when all the pride 
of the chissel and the pomp of heraldry 
yield to the silent touches of Time, a single 
line, a half worn-out inscription, remain 
faithful to their trust. Blest be the man 
that first introduced these strangers into 
our islands, and may they never want pro-^ 
tection or merit ! I have not the least doubt, 
that the finest poem in the English language, 
I mean Milton's U Penseroso, was pomposed 
in; the long resounding isle of a mouldering 
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cloister or iv/d abbey. Yet after all, do you 
know that I %ouId rather"* sleep in the 
southern corner of a little country church- • 
yard, than in the tomb of the Capulets. I 

should like, however, that my dust should 

« 

mingle with kindred dust. ' Thie good old 
expression, " Family burying-ground," has 
something pleasing in it, at least to me. I 
am glad that Dr. Sheridan is returned, and 
determined to spend the rest of his days in 
your quarter. I should send him some 
Botanic writings, which I have in view, if I 
Were not certain that the Irish Hippocrates 
would rather read nature in hfer own works. 
With what pleasure I have seen him trace the 
delicate texture of a lily, and exclaim with 
the God in humanity, that '* Solomon, in all 
his glory, was not arrayed like one of those ;*' 
and you know that our lilies are fairer than: 
new fallen snow. I am extremely sorry that 
any dispute should arise betwixt you and 
your brother-in-law ; he is, I know, a little 
hot-headed, especially when he takes a glass^r 
and I am afraid he leans a little too much ta 
the social can. Mr. Peyton, however, is* , 



jpeace-'maker, and I mn sure, if the whotg 
Svaslaid before him, that he would settle it 
to your satisfa6lion, and the sooner the 
better. You are quite mistaken when you 
think I don't admire Plutarch, I prefer hi» 
writings to those of any other,— ^d^r^ semper 
ezcipioi, qu<e in summa aree locare fas est & 
aquum nunqudm non in manibus habenda. 

* Mr. Baife sets outs for Germany in the 
spring, on a visit to his uncle, who is now 
in Vienna. The General is very rich, and 
advancing in years, so that it is probable 
when he is called to repose on his laurelSj 
that his hephew will be his heir, and I need 
not tell you that he is worthy of it. I ex- 
pe6li in a day or two, to be introduced to 
Miss WofFington, oitr countrywoman. She 
is rapidly rising into theatric fame ; I could 
wish to publish a few anecdotes of her. She 
is of low orif^in^ it. is true, but talents and 
nature often avenge themselves on fortune in 
this respedl i The roses of Florida spring 
out of the finest sOilj they are the fairest in 
the universe,; but they emit no fragrance. 

VOL. I, p 



3 

I 

t reoolleft that she read her recantation in a 
litde country ebiirch, somewhere in the 
county of Cavan. }Ar. Fleming of Stahal- 
muck wrote tome verses on, that occasion. 
1 wsh you could procure a copy of therii 
for me as soon as possible. I also wish ^hat 
you could procure some anecdotes of Mr. 
Brooke^ author of the justly celebrated tra- 
gedy of Gustavus Vasa/- 

The remainder of this letter touches on 
Some of Mr; Smith's family af!airs> wliidi 
Would not be proper to publish. 

That the reader may judge of the epis- 
tolary. stile of Mr. Burke's correspondent, 
it may not be unacceptable to insert the 
miswer: 

' MY GOOD SIR, 

^ I once read of a King of Spain,' Alphon- 
sus, I think, who was cured of a dangerous 
disease by reading a passage in Livy; Your 
kind letter had much the same effedl on me, 
for my spirits were so low the momei^ I 



t 

received it, that it is not in the pdwer of 
words to describe my situation ;• but scarce 
had I read six lines, when my heart began 
to emerge, and the sun shonef 0.s bright as 
ever ; aftd if you pity a poor dealer in Syn-- 
tax, buried alive, I may say, write to me as 
often as you can. My school is on the in- 
crease, it is true, but the people are so poor 
that they cannot pay. I have thirteen Latin 
schoIars> at a crown a quarter, and six and 
twenty in writing and figures. I have taken 

a little farm of about five acres* So* that be- 

^ ' • < 

twixt the cultivation of my fields, and that 
of the tender mind, I have very little time 
on my hands, or my feet, I may say, for 
sometimes I mingle in the dance. As ta 
Greekj there is no attention paid to it in 
this quarter. Last week I endeavoured to 
prevail on ^^r. Johnson to permit me to give 
his nephew a few lessons in the language of 
Heaven. He said he had.no objection, if I 
could assure him that it would enable Jack 
to buy a cow or a horse to mor^ advantage. 
Having cast his eye on a Greek book, which 
I had in my hand, ** What," said he,*' wouJA 
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ybu liave my nephew spend his time iii 
learning these pot-hooks and hangers?" Thus 
you see how learning is prized in this part 
^f the world ;tind from your own account^ 
I don't iiRd that the Muses are held in such 
high estimation in England, which I was 
early taught to consider as the seat of arms 
tmd arts. What, th^^^^ to become of thejir 
votaries ?—neg](5/7 ^^ ^,,:. , th/^,;-^isl. f?f- 
spisedt — ^Youll forgive me, i feel myself so 
uneasy and depressed as often as I think on 

this matter^ that I cannot help dropping a 

I ' ■ " 

tear oniny books— the only souree and com- 
panioh» ctf my solitary hours, so that you 
see we have little cause to boast of the 
triumph of letters over the breathing marble, 
or the proudest trophies of war. Yet I join 
with you in blessing the memory of the man 
that first introduced the swarthy daughter 
of Cadmus into these islands. I think I can 
recollect some lines on this subje6l in the 
form of an acnigma, which, perhaps, you 
have not seen: 

" Bh ventre novemJuveHes ad maenia nostra 
. JExaliis, buc ad.nos re4iere,loci$i 
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, Conspicui forma, fariles Jlorentibtis anniSf ■ 
4ttumeH bis minhne par decor oris adest. 
Nil est egregia quod die us de esse cohort i, 
. Quam quod non pot is est edere lingua 
Non I His vox est, sedrsecum quemque godales sonos, 

Ducunt, ex bis, ut verba loquantur, babent; 
Submoio nullum dieunt interprete verbum. 
Or be sed est toto gloria magna verum" * 

* Whilst I am on this interesting subje6l, I 
/. jr// siiui tiff ;>q rf^hI blo »- old Irish bard, 
who could condu6l those nymphs through 
all the mystic mazes of poetic dance, re- 
signed his tuneful breath last week. I ac^ 
companied his remains to the grave. He 
has left me all his manuscripts, and I shall 
seledl some of the finest passages of them 
for you^ and translate then! for you as well 
as I can.« , 

* My school-house was levelled with the 
ground last week in a storm : — Boreas^ of 
true Russian descent, pays very little respe6t 
to learning. The neighbours, however, as- 
sembled the next day, and raised me a new 
one, on a more pleasinsj scite ; so that my 

bare^footed pupils are quite happy, as it iid 

?3 
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bettor wooded, and of oourve v(Ut afiR>rd 
them an opportunity of playing hound and 
hare with more art, O'Qara has made me 

■ , 1 

I 

a present of a dial, whloh I intend to cre6t 

> • 

in the spring. Oh the vnt of man, that can 
even turn 9 sh^ow into use, and teach it to 
point out the fleeting hours» sis unsubstantial 
as itself I But, PauUo majora Cavamus. I 
once rtad in an old Irish poem, that when 
Jupiter made man, he gave him his choice 
either of wings or Imagination ; he accepted 
tile letter, which shews that our first f^bu^ 
lous father had spm^ bndns. liCtmerise 
on this divine plume thenjr and for once cast 
a glance into futurity. What do I see ? Why 
I see my worthy friend, arrayed in a flow- 
ing robe ; I hear his voice raised in the cause 
of innocence and distress ; the widow and 
the orphan bless his name, and . the wily 
villain hunted down through all the mazes 
of law. Once more Astrea revisits the 
earth ; I s^ him raised to the seat of judg- 
ment, his. ermine as pure as his native snpw ; 

tl^^ gpWen scales even balanced in his hands, 
and the gwprd of justice tempered in the 



tears of mercy. The ascent to this emi- 
nence is difficult, but 

" Interpme tuis inierdian gaudia curisJ* 

* I know you will be glad to hear that Topi 
and I are on good term». — ^You are right, 
he drinks whiskey as often as he can get it 
— Ore rotundo, and sometimes 

*' Warm from the stilJ; anid faithful to its fires,*' 

too, which is worst of all. Your account of 
London, I believe, is very just. All great 
cities, from Rome down, are the sinks of vice 
and the graves of genius. I admire the 
idea of your public charities. One of the 
three impossibilities amongst the ancients 
was Eripere Jcmi fulmen% and amongst the 
Christians Eripere Deofulmen ir^e, but Charity 
is the emanation of Heaven I 

/ As to Miss Woffington, I can collect very 
little of her. She was born in Dublin, read 
her recantation in the parish church of 
Lurgan ne^r Virginy, in the county of 

■ p ^ 
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Cavan; before the Reverend -Mr* Sterling, 
who was a great musician. - M*. Fleming 
did write soiqe verse; 'on that occasion, but 
it is not easy to procure themt for you know 
^he's a great inan^-^ Jftstioe of Peace, and 
one of iihe Graqd Jury. They began thusj, 
Jthink;^ • ' ' ,i 

<^ And now the Sun^ revolving Xo the west^ 
Beqtie^th'd the w^ary'd lie^iisphere tQ resl.; . 
, And now the Moon, in milder glories dight. 
Resumed the peaceful ei^pire of tl^e ^gl^t'* 

* I cain recoUeft no more, and I dph't know 
that these are colreiSl, There is ah * anec-^ 
dote told of her, and I believe^ there is very 

little doubt of the truth of it. 

* Mr. — having spent some time in 

Faris, spon after his return happened to dine 
at Mr. Gore's, where Miss WoflSngton cap- 
tivated the company with her sprightly \Tit 
and easy manners ; our Parisian hero paid 
such attention to the glass, that the cloth 
was scarce removed when the table and 
ch.^irs exhibited the efFedls pf it, as well as; 



those that were present, particularly Miss 
Woffington, who, as she happened to he 
formed of the common mould, w^s reminded 
of it, to which she only answered, ** Sir, I 

expedled all this ; I observed for some time 

* ' ^ ■ 

past the yellow clay breaking through the 
plaistigr of Paris/' 

* As to Mr. Brooke, I believe, I can colle6t 
you many particulars relative to him. His 
father was a clergyman of the Church of 
England. He is married to a Miss Mears, 
a relation of his own. He has lately built a 
house at Longfield, one of the most desert 
spots in the county of Meath. ' He is an en- 
thusiast in agriculture, and has spent his 
patrimony in draining lakes, to very little 
advantage. He has had many children ; but 
Heaven was so indulgent as to call them 
out of this life just as they began to taste 
the miseries of it. ' 

* Do61:or Sheridan is well, and desires to be 
remembered to youi I hope that you will 
write as often as you caii. You can t con- 
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ceive what pleasure it will aflbrd me to cor* 
respond with jou/ • 

I am, &c. 

M* miTH. 

I 

1 

'I'he internal commotioi>s yrere beginning, 
in some degree, to subside ; bat proceedings 
arising from them still occupied the public 
attention. . AHairs in Ameriqa were growing 
mqre and more gloomy. 

Lord North was now Prime Mipifiter ; a 
man of pleasing and engaging mfinners, 
agreeable disposition, and most amiable pri- 
vate char;a6ler. Distinguished for wit ^nd 
readiness of argument, for classical know- 
ledge, for taste and for elegant literature ; 
but perhaps fitter for the enjoyment and 
participatbn of enlightened discourse in 
private societies, than for the conduct of 
affairs at so difficult a juncture. 

His talents, indeed, were probably suf- 
ficient for his situation. Extraordinary 
abilities; are not iso' abisolutely necessary in 
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the administration of government, as atten- 
tion, experience, ' prudence, and vigour. 
These qualities, with sound judgment, may 
fit the possessor for the highest offices ; 
whereas, without them, the greatest genius 
is insufficient. The goodness and wisdom 
of Providence, intending human happiness, 
puts the means, in a great measure, within 
pur reach : the efficacy of conduct of every 
sort does not depend so much on force of 
understanding, which is not in our power, as 
on the conformation of will, w^hich is in 
our power. In eloquence. Lord North had 
few superiors in the house ; but his political 

notions were wavering and unsettled. His 
/counsels were flu6luating, being generally 
the result of particular occasion, and not 
the efforts of a great, consistent, and well 
concerted plan. His condu6l was unsteady, 
now feeble, now rash, now conceding, now 
coercing: with considerable talents, and 
many virtues, he wgs the caUse of great 
disasters. His most formidable opponent 
• in the House of Commons, and by far the 
gr^test orator it cwrtajned, was Pwktf 



On subjej£ls of deliberative wisdoni, on sub-' 
je6ls addressing themselves not to his pre-* 
judices and passions as a party man, but to 
his knowledge and understanding as a se*> 
nator, Burke's views were grand and com-* 
prehensive. He considered the question 
with all its relations, profoundly investigated 
cause, and deduced consequences. The 
Speeches of this illustrious orator were emi-* 
nent for exa6lness, extent, and multiplicity 
of information ; for copiousness and ^ bril-* 
liancy of imagery ; for re&diness, acuteness^ 
versatility, and strength of argument ; for 
wideness of range, and profound reflexion ; 
for command of language and facility of 
communication. Johnson observes, that 
genius does not consist in the preponde-» 
rancy of any one of the intelle6lud facul- 
ties, but in the excellence of all. On view- 
ing the whole nlental exertions of Burke, 
one would not have the hardihood to decide 
whether memory, imagination, or reason, 
was the most conspicuous ; but most men, 
on attending to the operations of any one 
of the powers, would esteem it superior to 
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the others. From the most minute and 
technical details, to the most enlarged phi- 
losophy, physical arid moral, and its appli^^ 
cation to pra6lice, he was always completely 
master of the subje6l. In speaking on the 
changes of a turnpike road, or oh the revo- 
lutions of nations ; in explaining the pro- 
cess of a manufa6lure, or the progress of 
the human mind, he never failed to shew 
that the whole and every part, the ends and 
means, the relation of means to means, and 
of means to ends, were all within his grasp. 
When exhibition of man was requisite, either 
of the- individual or species, cither as modi- 
fied by particidar professions, arts, circum- 
stances, or situation, or in a general society, 
lie drew a just, discriminate, strong, and 
striking piiSlure. Often, indeed, the fulness 
of his mind and the elasticity of his fancy 
would lead him farther than was necessary, 
for information or argument, on the mere 
subjeiSl of discussion. But. if. some of his 
thoughts, images^ or sentiments,, might be 
irrelative to the individual objeft proposed, 
^^y did not fail to produce some purpose 
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of general pleasure or utility. ; tf he did 
digress f you might be instrudled, and must 
be delighted ; and you were sure soon to 
return to the matter in dbcussion : a^ at his 
own Beaconsiieldy you might deviate to sur* 
vey woods and lawns; and lu^curiant inea<* 
dows and rich coru'^fields/ but *you could 
soon regain th<e straight road ; a road leadmg 
to the reservoir of learning and sound phi- 
losophy. The rapidity of Burke's assod** 
ating principle often brought together sub-^ 
je6ls slightly related. The fulness and flow 
of his capacious mind rendered his speeches 
very Iqngi and to some very tiresome. To 
follow his details, relish his imagery, and 
grasp his reasoning, often required an ex- 
tent of knowledge, a vigour of fancy, and 
a compass of intelledl not granted to ordi- 
nary men. Besides, there are seasons, when 
even the wisest men may be weary of wis- 
dom. He frequently, after the night was 
far advanced, began a speech which he 
carried on for three hours :— 

* Too deep for his hearers, he went on refining, 

And though of convincing, while they thought of dining/ 
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In conversation, Burke excelled as much 
as in public speaking. He'could accommo- 
date his discoure to the capacities, and 
habits, and knowledge of the person ad- 
dressed. He could convey information either 
to the simple or the refined ; and instru6lion 
either to the clown or the sage. Dr. John- 
son, while he declares his opinion, that if 
Burke were to go into a barn, the threshers 
would think him the wisest man they ever 
saw, testifies that he himself never was in 
Burke's company without departing the 
wiser; That sage, who considered conver- 
sation as a competition of intelleftual powers, 
declared he was never stimulated to such 
exertion as when contending with Burke. 
Once, wlien he was ill, and unajble to exert 
himself as much as usual, without fatigue, 
Burke being mentioned, he said, * Edmund 
calls forth ajl my powers ; ^yere I to see him 
now it would kill me/ It is to be observed, 
that the effefts of Burke's conversation arose 
entirely from, its intrinsic excellence. There 

* 

was no extrinsic aid, no pomposity qf manner, 
to add apparent to real force. There was 
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Ho baw^'watv way to make ordinary observed 
fancy that it contained more strength than 
it didi Pungency often adds to the appear-^ 
ance of force : Burke could be pointed,, but 
was not so habitually. His conversation^ 
like his speeches, was an unaffe6led effusion 
of knowledge, imagery, sentiment, reason-^ 
Ing, philosophy. . The susceptibility of his 
tnind made his passions very easily moved. 
His irritability, did not, however, show it* 
self often in private conversation. Even in 
the contention of public debate^ when his 
heat hufried him into expressions of which 
calm judgment could not approve, his as « 
perity was either the occasional retort of 
irritation, or the moral reproof of real or 
fancied delinquency, not the planned attack 
of deliberate malice. 

Lord Northy m order to tranquillize 
America, proposed, in the beginning of his 
administration, to repeal the obnoxious laws 
of the former Ministry, aod to reserve the 
•duty on tea, merely to maintain the au- 
thority of Parliament. The duty was in 
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itself of no great importance, but in its 
principle and consequences of the highest 
moment. The mercantile interest had sufr 
fered by the associations of the Americans 

not to take the article, taxed. Lord North's 

* ■ ■ ' 

was a short-sighted expedient, intended to 
remove a particiilar inconvenience ; but not 
a wise plan • of general conciliation, by re-!' 
moving the causes of the discontents. As 
the Americans denied the parliamentary 
right of taxing them, the discontinuance of 
several duties did not, tend to remove their 
dissatisfa6lion, while the smallest remained. 
The three-pence a pound on tea was equally 
inconsistent with the opinion of the Ameri- 
cans on taxation, as a high duty on that 
and every, other article would have been. 
Lord North's measure was impolitic in two 
views: if the objedt ,was reconcilement, all 
the duties ought to have been taken oiF; if 
maintenance of the rights of Parliament, it 
was a diminution of revenue to no purpose. 
It was a hdt measure^ -and, as half measures 
usually are, was ultimately inefFe6luaL 
Burke's speech qn this proposition contained 

ir 
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the most brilliant wit and sarcastic humour, 
with the most extensive knowledge and for- 
cible reasoning. Lord North's scheme was,, 
he saidi a Heterogeneous mixture of concession 
and coercion; of concession not tending to- 
conciliate, and of coercion that could not be' 
carried into execution ; at . once exciting 
hatred for the intention, and contempt for 
the weakness. ^ Thys, the malignity of 
' your will is abhorred, and the debility of 
your power is ccmtemned ; and Parliament, 
which you persuade to sandlion yoi^r follies, 

is exposed to dishonour/ 

' . ' .. 

As his great gejnius was more and more 
matured by experience, he became, in esti- 
mating plans for the conduct of affairs, less 
and less attentive to qiiestions pf. abstrac- 
tion. At the commencement of his political 
life, he advised a declaration of right, whil* 
he was for renouncing its beneficial exer- 
cise. His wisdom was now of too enlarged 
a nature, and, too pra6^icalan operation, to 
dwell on barren generalities and metaphy- 
sical distinctions. Although no man could 
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more easily and more perfedly generalize, 
yet, in matters of counsel and a6tion, he,. in 
applying a general rule, always took into 
consideration the case with its causes, pe- 
culiar circumstances, and probable conse*- 
quences, as to be expe6led from an appeal 
to experience. To use his own language, 
he regarded abstract competency as scftSer- 
vient to moral competency. Whatever had 
been found produ6live on the whole of good 
efFe6ls, he recommended to be done; of bad, 
to be avoided.. In going over Lord North's 
proposition, he Jid not so much consider the 
question of right as of expediency. A 
maxim of his, remarked by the penetrating 
Editor of the Posthumous Works, that to 
jNNovATE is not to RETpRM, was applied to 
this measure. The Americans, he said, have 
been very serviceable to Britain under tl>e 
old system; do not, therefore, let us rashly 
seek a neW. Our commercial interests have 
been hitherto very greatly promoted by our 
friendly intercourse with . the colonies ; do 
no^ let us endanger possessioti for contin- 
gency, DO NOT ](,ET us SUBSTITUTE UK-- 

22 
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tRIED THEORIES FOR A SYSTEM EXPERf- 
MENTALLY ASCERTAINED TO BE USEFUL. 

The changes from metaphysical dilsquf- 
]5itA)n to pra6tical consideration is not pe^ 
cufiar to" Burke; it is a common progres-- 
sictt in wise minds^ instructed in philosophy, 
as^ey become more experienced by in- 
crease of years, converse with' mankind, and 
halntuation' to the business of life. 



Lord North's objeft seems -to have been 
too much to please both parties ; to gratify 
the supporters of pariiamentary supremacy, 

and to restore satisfa6lion to the colonies. 
Either a more thorough knowledge of the 
state and sentiments of the Americans, the 
capacity of drawing just conclusions from 
what he knew, or determined resolution to 
a6l according to his own information and 
reasoning, were wanting to Lord North. 
Many, knowing his abilities, have concluded 
the latter to be the case ; and have thought 
his measures respefting America the di6lates 
of less able but more powerful courtiers. 
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Whatever was the cause, the effe^l was most 
unfortunate to these reahns*. 

Proceedings relative to the freedom of 
the press afforded much discussion in the 
House of Commons. The debates turning 
on constitutional points, Burke todl^ a very 
distinguished part. Among many printers 
who republished Junius's Letters from the 
original, in the Public Advertiser, one was 
Almon ; a map obnoxious to Qovernment on 
account of personal attacks upon, some of 
the Ministry, apd the supposed fayouritep 
of the Court. He copied the letter tp the 
King into a monthly magazine. Although 
it had been copied befpr^ into all the news^*^ 
papers in the kingdom, none of the pub-, 
lishers had been prosecuted : — but an a6lion 
was commenced against Almon for hi$ re^ 
publication. From the- objedl prosecuted, 
this step was imput^ by the Opposition to 
resentment, more th^n to th^ sense of justice. 
If justice had been the ipPitive, it was al-^ 
le^gfd that the publisher would have beeft 
^he first and principal objeiSt, 

i?3 
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It was contended that the Attorney- 
General's official power of filing infermatioiis 
was too extensive to be compatible with 
freedom. A bill was proposed to modify 
and limit that hiw-^rfBcer's powers by ex^ 
plainn^ and amendmg an aft of William 
and Mary, for preventing mafidoos infor- 
mations in the Court of King's Bench. In 
supporting this bill, Burke made a ^)eech 
fepkle with legaf knowledge, shewing his 
^liofoogh acquaintance with crown law in 
generalf and with particular a6b, in their 
liistory, detail, spirit, and constitutional 
tendency. Serious information and reason^ 
ing were enlivened by wit and humour. 
Some of the opposite party had dwelt very 
much on the antiquity of the power lodged 
in the Attorney-General. Burke, though 
a reverencer of antient usage when found 
generally accompanied with good, yet not 
reverencing it when prodii6live of evil, and 
VioX. conceiving the antiquity in this case 
proved, placed the argument in a variety of 
ridiculous lights. * Several gentlemen,' he 
have expressed a kind of superstitious 
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veneration for this power, on account of its 
supposed antiquity; as the father of Scrib- 
lerus extolled the rust and canker which ex- 
alted a brazen pot4id into the shield of a 
hero. I hope to scour off the false marks 
of antiquity which have made this power 
venerable, as effe6lually as the honest house- 
maid scoured off' the false honours of the 
pot-lid/ While Burke impugned the power 
of the Attorney-General, he inveighed 
against licentious libels. He chara6ierised 
the North Briton with a severity at olice 
witty and just. * Number forty-five of the 
North Briton is a spiritless though virulent 
performance, a mere mixture of vinegar 
and water, at once sour and vapid/ When 
he attacks ministerial oppressions and usur- 
pations, he assigns, as the most immediately 
hurtful effects of their conduct, the incite- 
ment of popular sedition and violence. In 
descanting on libels, he takes occasion to 
speak of Junius, in a manner that implies 
either, thathewasnotthe^uthor, or thought 
himself secure of concealment. * How comes 
Junius to have broke through the eobwebs ^ 



^ 
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of the law, and to range uncontrouled and 
unpunished through t'.ie land? The myr- 
midons of the Court pursue him in vain. 
They will not ^pe.ld their time on me or 
you ; they disdain such vermin, when tlie 
tnrghly boar of the forest, that has broke their 
toils, is before them. Wlien I saw his at- 
tack upon the King my blood run cold ; not, 
that there are not in that composition many 
bold truths, by which a wise Prince might 
profit: it was the rancour and venom with 
which I was struck. When 1 expeftcd from 
his daring flight his fall and final ruin, I 
behold him soaring higher, and coming souse 
upon both liouses of parliament ; nor has he 
dreaded the terrors of your brow. Sir,* 
King, Lords, and Commons are the sport 
of his fury.' 

Doctrines promulgated by some of the 
judges, particularly by the great Mansfield, 
were, by many friends of the constitution, 
deemed inimical to the rights of juries. It 

• Sir Fletcher Norton, the Spfaker, of no very pleasing 
aspect. 



[ £33 3 

was maintained on t^e Bench, that in cafes 
of libels juries were to judge of the fac\s 
and tendency only, and not of the intention ; . 
and that the truths of the allegations could * 
not be pled in abatement of the guilt of de- 
famatory writings. Sergeant Glynn made 
a -motion for. an enquiry into the pra6^ice of 
the judges, and for ascertaining and declaring 

the law of the land. This motion, though 
somewhat different in detail, was nearly the 
same in principle as the bill sinc6 proposed 
by Mr. Ei^kine, and passed into a law. 
Burke ^rgu^d, that jhe power exercised by 
the Chief Justice and his imitators was 
inimical to personal security, and arrogated 
to judges appointed by the crown the right 
vested by the fundamental laws in juries'; 
that thus a man might be deprived of his 
liberty and property without the judgment 
of his ipeers. After deducing the rights of 
juries tq find the guilt as well as the facSl, 
he went into the practice of our greatest 
times, since the abolition of the Star- 
Chaniber, ^nd shewed it to recognize this 
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fundamenlal riglit of juries. The motion 
was negatived. 

Two speeches were this session delivered 
by Burke on th» condii(5l of Ministry re- 
spefling Falkland Island. These speeches 
take a - very wide range, and display the 
vast extent of his knowledge. As to the 
merits of the question, Burke seems, in this 
case, not equal to his private friend and 
public opponent, .Tohnson, although gene- 
rally superior to him in political discussion. 
The Do£lor demonstrates, that from the 
magnificence of the object, after the con- 
cessions of Spain, war would have been ex- 
tremely impolitic. Johnson's observations 
(after discussing the main question) on the 
duty of -Ministers, in every case consistent 
witk national ^fety and honour, to avoid 
war, are equal to any of the productions of 
that great and good man's wisdom and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Although Mr, Burke and Dr. Johnson 
- disagreed concerning ptJitical ine^ures, in- 
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ternal and external, they still continued 
mutual friendship. Indeed the disagreement 
in principle was rather apparent than real. 
The Tory >\'as the suppprter of personal in- 
dependence ; and regarded political liberty^ 
as far as it appeared to him' to produce pri- 
vate liberty ^nd happiness. Though averse 
to resistance, unless under great oppression, 
he admitted that ^ if the abuse be enormous ^ 
Nature will rise upy und^ claiming her original 
rigbtSy overturn a corrupt political system/ The 
Whig was the friend of subordination, the 
reverencer of rank and dignity, and the 
enemy of popular violence. Johnson did 
not maintain the duty of obedience to Kings 
and rulers on the ground of any divine 
right they had to such obedience; but on 
account of the conduciveness of the obe-» 
dience to the happiness of the governed. 
Burke allowed that it was the duty and in^ 
terest of the governed to obey theif gover- 
nors, unless in caises of very flagrant op- 
pression ; and considered the greatest evil of 
certain ministerial measures to be their ten- 
dency to arouse the people to forcible re- 
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sistanoe. ' A wise Tory and a wise Whig," 
Johnson himself observes, ' in their politics 
rarely agree ; their principles arc the same, 
their modes of thinking are different : suf- 
ferance and irresistance must always be de • 
termined to be right or wrong by the cir- 
cumstances of the case ; and not by antece- 
dent definitions and abstlatS principles. 

Although the political differences of John- 
son and Burke did not interrupt affe<;iion 
and veneration, their diversity of opinion, 
combined with the rough manners of the 
lexicographer, freqtiently led to asperity ; 
but generally witty rather than serious. 
Burke displayed eqiml force of wit and ar- 
gument, but much greater suavity of man- 
ners. Dr. Robertson observed that John- 
son's jokes were not the stabs of malevolence, 
but tbe rebukes of the righteous, which are lik? 
excellent oiU and break not the head.r—^ Oil,' 
replied Burke, ' oil.of vitriol/ 

Mr. Bosweli is at great pains to prove that 
Burke possessed wit. In his conclusior^ 
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mo t readers will asnree, but not on the 
grounds which he adduces.: The instances 
which he details are puns, at best mixed, 
not pure wit. Some of the examples cited 
by Mr. Boswell seem to be introduced ^s 
much foK the purpose of recording certain 
observations for which he values himself^ as 
of illustrating the wit of Burke. 

One day, Boswell trying to make a defi- 
nition of man, that would distinguish him 
from all other animals, calls him * a cook* 
ing animal' — a man alone can dress a j^jood 
dinner, and every, man is more or less a 
cook, in seasoning what he himself eats. 
' Your definition,'' replied Burke, * is good ; ^ 
I now see the full force of the common pro* 
verb, * there is reason in the roasting of 
eggsl/ Boswell afterwards speaking in tha 
club of an intention he had of going to 
view the Isle of Man^ Burke repeated Pope's 
words: 

' The proper study of mankind is MAm.' 

Boswell telling him that he had seen at a 
Blue-Stocking Glub a number of ladies 
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sitting round a worthy and tall friend of 
their's (-Johnson), and listening to his lite- 
rature. ' Ay,' said Burke, 'like maids round 
a May-pole.' 

I have already noticed instances, not of 
puns or conceits, but of great wit in some of 
his speeches ; and shall, as I proceed, have 
occasion to quote more. His wit is often 
joined with humour, either light and plea- 
sant, or satirical and contempt uom. Speak- 
ing of Lord North's determined adherence, 
merely because he had adopted it, to a plan 
of coercion, proved, from its effe6l, to be 
hurtful, he compared him to Dr. Sangrado, 
when Gil Bias represented to him that death 
was the consequence of his specifics, and ad- 
vised him to alter his method. * No,' says 
the Do6lor, * I cannot leave off warm water 
and bleedii^ (although my patients do not 
often recover) since I have written a book 
in its favour.' Johnson mentions a more 
unifonrily pleasing qualificalion for company 
than wit aiid humour, which Burke was 
allQwed»,1jy all that knew him, eoHnently to 



possess. — * Burke/ he said, * is constantly 
the same ; never what we call, hum-drum, 
never unwilling to begin to talk, nor in a 
hurry to leave it off/ 

This year it was proposed by Mr. Strahan 
to the Secretaries of the Treasury, to intro^ 
duce Dr. Johnson into parliament, as a man 
that would be a very powerful champion for 
Administration. Ministers, though they 
had experienced the" force of his assistance, 
probably not thinking his habits and man- 
ners consistent with parliamentary decorum, 
did not accede tp the proposition. Burke 
being asked his opinion ,concerning the pro- 
priety of Johnson's becoming a member of 
parliament,. replied, * If he had cpme early 
into the house, he certainly would have been 
the greatest speaker that ever was there ; 
but then, that having been so long used to 
the compression of conversation, he might 
not have equally excelled in the expansion 
of argument, which the complication of 
matter often requires in public debates/ It 
is probable, that if Dr. Johnson had pro- 



aired a seat in the senate, such an opponent 
might have contradled the expatiation of 
Burke, and induced him to converge the 
bright rays of liis eloquence into a narrowci' 
focus, to ^ive them all possible force. The 
powers of the competitor would not have 
permitted Atalanta to deviate far from the 
direct road in pursuit of golden apples.* 

When Mr. Boswell mentions this opinion 
of Burke concerning the later/ess of Strahan's 
wish to have Johnson introduced into par- 
liament, he also narrates several observations 
made by him in the club and elsewhere, as 
anecdotes worthy of being recorded, and as 
displaying him in discourse and in private 
society. He tells us that Dr. Johnson and 



• As Dr. Johnson, thougli not superior to Mr, Burke in 
powers, pDssesMd much more cif the mode of reasoning and 
expression which command atiencion, and produce imicauon , 
ic is probable, that he would have improved the usefulness 
as well as force of parliamentary eloquence, by inducing or 
iiqpelling Members to direft their oratory to the question 
, before them, instead of wandering through irrelevant sub' 
jects, and so taking up the time of the house to little pur- 
pose. ... i '. . , ,' ' . 
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he once had a dispute concerning the com- 
parative merits of Homer and Virgil's 
poems. Burke admitted the superiority of 
Homer's genius, but not of his work. Both 
brought Toi'ward the full force of their 
powers of philosophical criticisrfi, and pro- 
bably from emulation mi^ht exceed what 
either Would have done without the stimulus 
of such opposition. That Burke really was 
convinced of the superiority of Virgil's 
poetry to that of Homer, Ihave not heard. 
The sublimity, force, rapidity, exhibition 
of chara6ler, and variety of Homer, were 
not less akin to his own genius, than the 
beauty, majesty, and pathetic of the Man- 
tuan Bard, 

There was obviously a nearer approxi- 
mation in Johnson's mind to some of the 
qualities of Homer than to those of VirgiL 
He was much more eminent for teaching 
right and wrong, than exhibiting elegance 
and tenderness. He forcibly inculcates — 

* QuidMt pulchrum^ quid turpi, 
Quid utiU, quid non, 
Molk atque faceturk* 
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are by no means the charaffi; eristics of his 
works. Mr. Boswell very justly regrets that 
a criticism has not been preserved, whlL-h 
must have marked the positive and distinc- 
tive merits of the Grecian and Roman more 
ably than any criticism concerning their 
comparative powers and works that we have 
on record. A man of equal comprehensive- 
ness and force of imderstanding with either, 
though less habituated to critical disqui- 
sitions, has, since that time, had an argu- 
ment with Burke on the same subjc6l. 

Burke, thoroughly acquainted with the 
Greek and Roman classics, preferred Virgil 
and Lucretius to any of the Latin poets, and 
could repeat the greater part of both. It 
was not merely as a man of taste, nor even 
as a man of feelings that he was rapturously 
fond of Virgil ; not the beauty and tender- 
ness only of that enchanting poet, but his 
philosophy rendered him a peculiar favourite 
of Burke. The pathos of the fourth, the 
sublime ethics of the sixth i^lneid, and the 
phiksophical passages of the Georgics, he 



could repeat from beginning to end. Al- 
though he by no means approved of Lu-* 
cretius's theology, he was charmfed with 
many parts of bis poem, particularly with 
his just and forcible description of the effects 
of superstition. , Brilliant as was his imagi- 
nation, he delighted more in those parts of 
poetical works which afforded knowledge 
physical or moraU especially the lattery and 
general principles, than with those parts 
that abound in imagery. He read Horace's 
satires, and his critical and ethical epistles, 
with more pleasure than his most poetical 
odes. 

Although he shewed himself thoroughly 
acquainted with the eloquence and history 
of the Romans, ar^d, a^ a man of taste and 
genius, must have been pleased with such 
monuments of excellence, neither the Latin 
historians, nor even the Latin orators, were his 
peculiar favourites. Admiring the force arid 

* • 

philosophy of Tacitus, he disliked his style, 
and indeed all styles in which there was an 
appearance of study of affedtation. In 

r2 



Homer, altboujrh he chle.Ry admired the 
sublimity, yet he was mo?t delighted with 
tlie pic^nres of chara(Stcrs and manners. On 
account of its more minute delineaiion of 
antient society, he read the Odyasey more 
frequently than the lUad. He was deeply 
conversant in the philosophy of Greece, 
abstruse and prai^ical. In the earlier part 
of his life he devoted himself principally to 
the former, but afterwards to the latter. 
Which of the great historians he mostly ad- 
mired I have not heard. It is almost need- 
less to say that Demosthenes was his favou- 
rite orator. Among dramatic writers, Eu- 
ripides was more relished by htm than even 
Sophocles; the poet who described men as 
they were, than the poet who drew them as 
they ought to be — the copier, from expe- 
rience than from theory. 

Human nat\ire was Burke's favoutite 
study : those writings he perused with the 
most exquisite delight, which exhibited par- 
ticular chara<3:ers, genoral manners, the 
cognitive and active principles of the huma* 



mind, and their operation in the ^relations 
and duties of society. This predileftion for 
" pictures of moral nature might be farther 
ilhistrated from the modern writers whom 
he preferred : among these were Bacon and 
Shakespeare, of the highest order ; and of 
a high, though inferior order. Fielding, Le 
Sage, and especially Addison. Concerning 
Fielding he diftered with his friend Johnson^ 
and preferred him to Richardson : the painter 
from real life to the painter from his own 
fancy, Mr. Burke was very fond of novels 
in general, and very often amused friendly 
parties at his" own house with reading good 
new works of that kind : and still more so 
old. He \yas very partial to Smollet's Ro- 
derick Random, as a natural and excellent 
description of a young man, coming, with all 
his provincial notions and peculiarities, to 
push his fortune in the capital!. ^ Though he 
preferred Fielding on the whole, yet he 
thought Smollet's hero, in point of enter- 
prise and a6live exertion, preferable to Ton\ 
Jones. V Both,' he said, * set out poor from 
their respeftive homes. Roderick, by in- 
V R 3 
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dii endeavours to supply his wants ; 

V )nes, benevolent and meritorious as 

hit 1 aiSer was in many resped^s, yet, when 
I lothing to depend on but his own 
continues in a state of inaflion. The 
con nfRnJprifk was in this more na- 

tural ; and on ' of imitation than 

that of s.' V lie of the novel of 

I 'er, *eatly preferred to 

t wh of s. His precise opinion 

( Pc i I have not learned: Switt he did 
relish as a describer of human nature, 
because he only gave onf side. 

The communicativeness of Mr. Boswell 
often bfings out particulars rcspefling him- 
self, which many writers would have spared. 
He informs us, that when lie was proposed 
to be a member of the club, Mr. Burke ob- 
jected to him, as not being ft. Johnson, 
■however, being desirous to have Boswell 
admitted, the judgment ' of Burke gave 
way, in this instance, to the inclination of 
his friend. After Mr. Boswell was admitted 
intp th? Gerrard-street club, Biirke treated 
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him with that easy and frank politeness, 
which was habitual to hrm, which the good- 
natured and obliging disposition of Boswell 
deserved, and which he (5onstrued to be in- 
timate friendship. Th^ eager desire of 
Boswell to be acquainted with men of emi- 
nence, received from his own sanguine temper 
more gratification than from the ia6lual 
notice of the personages whose company he 
courted. Common civility from such .he 
often fancied to be a most . distinguishing 
regard : no wonder then that the efngaging 
manners of Burke should pass with him for 
marks of peculiar attachment to himself. 
Great men are generally introduced by Mr, 
Boswell, in order to talk of himself, a subjecl 
on which he always dwells with peculiar 
pleasure. His egotism, however, is not the 
effe6l of arrogant haughtiness, but of good- 
natured vanity. He certainly has been of 
considerable advantage to the public by the 
many fafts he has recorded concerning other 
giteat men, as well as the objedl of his ado^r 
ration. If there be no great clearness of 
arrangement, or comprehensive views of 
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whole cbara6lers and subjodlis, there is plea-- 
santii'-ss and utility of colk^t'on The 
public may not be much entertained with 
the history of the Ashbourn dead cat, or of 
Veronica, the writer's great grand^^o^he^, 
but are pleased and instructed by authentic 
narratives ot" conversations between the most 
eminent men of tlie age. Tliose who care 
little about the genealogical history of Au-i 
chinleck and Balmuto, about the chieftain- 
ship of Macleod or of Haa'^ay, are pleased 
to be informed concerning Beauclerl^, Gold-» 
smith, Johnson, and Burke. 

Burke entertained a poor opinion of the 
Beggar's Opera. He allowed it, on the 
whole, very inconsiderable merit. Hethought 
its intelle^lual excellence small, and totally 
overbalanced by its moral defedts. He did 
not admit thg common^place objection, that 
it was calculated Xq increase tbe nuiiiber of 
robbers. Those who betake themselves ta 
the highway, he thought it probable, are 
impelled by much more powerful motives 
than the imitation of a fictuiotis robber, ex« 
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hibited -on the Stage. It is indeed equally 
improbable that a man should become a 
highwayman from seeing Macheath, as that 
a woman should become a prostitute from 
seeing Jenny Diver, • The mischief consisted, 
he thought, in arraying vice in agreeable 
colours, and representing the greatest crimes 
without exciting the proper detestation; 
that there is more pains taken to sh6w th^t 
others arq greater villains than thieves and 
highwaymen> than to teach and induce 
these to refrain from their villanies. Such 
a comparison might probably appear to the 
perspicacious understanding and powerful 
invention of Burke as pf obvious recoUedlion 
if true, or easy conception if feigned. He 
might perceive that if, according to the hy- 
pothesis of the Beggar's Opera, the prin- 
ciples of a robber are similar to those of a 
courtier, it required merely common ob*<» 
servation to assimilate the character; but 
Burke did not admit the fa6t. The Beggar's 
Opera^ with its sequel, Polly ^ represents 
mankind, in civilized society, as universally 
vicious; ^nd, in a savage state only as ^ 
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virtuous. The only good men, by Gay's 
exhibition, are Maroons. Burke had formed 
a very different opinion of polished society, 
and uuiformly maintained that, as his ex- 
perience increased, he had learned to tliink 
more favourably of the civilized world. 
Gibbon has an observation on the Beggar's 
Opera, which, whether just or not, is new 
and ingenious : * It has,' he said, ' had a 
beneficial effeiS in refining highwaymen, 
and making tliem less ferocious, more po- 
lite ; in short, more like gentlemen." Mr. 
Courtenay, on hearing this, said, with his 
usual happiness of witty allusion, * then 
Gay was the Orpheus of highwaymen/ 

Full as the mind of Burke was, it was 
daily and hourly receiving accessions. Un- 
tainted by the contagion of fashionable vice 
and frivolity, he diredted to reading and 
conversation those hours which were not 
employed in parliamentary duties, in ne- 
cessary business, and in salubrious exercise. 
From whatever he read he derived instruc- 
tion ;, every other. metal he transmuted into 



that itialleable, dii6lile, and valuable metal 
of which his own mind consisted. He ge- 
nerally read with a pen in his hand, to make 
extrafts and observations, especially the 
latter. A most uncommon memory retained 
whatever he read ; and the quick cpmpre- 
hension of his mind immediately saw its 
class and tendency. Perhaps no man in 
Britain had such a facility of acquiring 

» 

knowledge, with so indefatigable applica- 
tion. He had an exquisite taste for the 
fine arts ; and was deemed by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds the best judge of pi6lures he ever 
knew^ Much of his leisure time was spent 
in Sir Joshua's house. The amusement in 
which he most delighted was the theatre. 
He did not, like Johnson, contemn scenical 
personation j he had a high admiration of 
theatricalexcellence ; his taste was gratified 
by the perfe6l imitation of human chara6lers 
and passions, which a Garrick and a Sid- 
dons exhibited. Mr. Burke had very great 
pleasure in beholding> as well as ii^ reading, 
the dramatic performances of hisf friend and 
cpuntryman, Mr. Murphy, that distinguished 



author, whose powers and knowledge have 
contributed so agreeable and valuable ad- 
ditions to English literature. He thought 
that both as a comic and serious writer he 
shewed a profound in.iight into man in his 
general nature, as well as pecuhar diversi- 
ties arising from local and temporary cir- 
cumstances, prejudices, opinions, fashions, 
and customs. His genius he thought both 
strong and versatile. He regarded with 
great admiration the comedy of * All in the 
Wrong,' which exhibits so just, natural, 
and striking a pi6ture of self-tormenting 
jealousy ; * drawing inferences produiStive 
of misery to its votaries from occurrences 
and circumstances in themselves so totally 
accidental'and indifferent. He thought also 
very highly of ' The Way to Keep Him/ 

* The (listtnguisiijng critic willobserve that Mr. Murpliy 
takes a diffeMnt ground here from our tragic bard. The 
charaflers in ' All in the Wrong' are uneasy and unhappy 
from the perversion of objects by themselves; whereas in 
' Othello,' ihe misery proceeds from villainy afting upon 
eredulily. In ' All in the Wrong" it is jealousy under a 
dllferent aspefl, and arising from a diifcrent source; but 
still the aspefl and source are natural, and often found in 
life. 
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both as to plot, chara6ler, and moral ten- 
dency ; that with great variety and force of 
humour, with agreeable and ihteresting 
scenes, all admirably connedled, and tending 
to one end, it taught, and strongly incul- 
cated, on the. one hand, ihe evils^of conjugal 
infidelity ; and on the other, the most pru- 
dent and efFedtual means of securing virtue, 
and promoting happiness in the marriage 
state,* Nor was he less pleased v^it^ the 
excellent exhibition of unsteadiness of cha- 
racter in * Know Your Own Mind ;' a play, 



* A few years after the publication of his * All in the 
Wrong* Mr, Murphy received a letter from a bookseller 
in Vienna^ informing him that both his admirable comedies 
had been translated into the German language ; and earnestly 
urging him to favour the world with other dramatic per- 
formances. Then Germany borrowed taste and genius, 
wit and humour, from Britain, where they actually did 
exist ; now, Britain condescends, able as are her own sons 
in dramatic literature, to seek for the swelling, ranting, 
pompous, extravagant compositions of the German dra- 
matist. Then Germany imported from England works 
favottPftble to the marriage vow, and to those virtues by 
which society is upheld; now England imports from Ger- 
many works countenancing transgressions of the marriage 
vow, unrestrained gratifications of passion, and those vices 
which tend to th6 subversion of society. 
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in which the mind of tlie author, though 
fully matured in the experience of life, dis- 
plays a greater vaiiety of just, and often- 
appearing chara6l:ers, than perhaps any of 
his fornier works.* The representation of 
filial atfedion in ' The Grecian Daughter' 
no less pleased Mr. Burke than these three 
aditiirable comedies. He was much amused 
and diverted with the lighter dramatic works 
of the same author. He could repeat the 
greater part of the ' Citizen/ and of the 
« Apprentice,' and we doubt not he equally 
relished the ' Upholsterer,' and other pro- 
ductions. Mr. Burke learned an anecdote 
rcspefling the * Apprentice,' that he often 
related with great glee : Mr. Murphy, when 
he first prepared his coup d'essai for the stage. 



• ' The Way to Keep Him,- and ■ All in the Wrong,' 
shew a lliorough acquaintance with the workings of passion 
anil the incuicutions of virtue in any society. 'Know 
Your Own Mind' itisplavs rot only that knowledge, but- 
.alsfi a thorough insight into charaflers a^ moJified by pre- 
sent manners. The various sources and modes of defa- 
maiion, for instance, in the characters of Dasbwcod and 
Malvit; the insolence of iiUbeial patronage in Mrs. Bivtn- 
ley, arc dejiicted by (he hand oS a roaster. 



' about the commencement of hiS' acquain- 
tance with the subjedl of my biography, 
had composed it without the chara6ler of 

, TPmgate, the hero's father. He had ail 
uncle, a trader in the city, that had often 
endeavoured to. enrich his mind with eco- 
nomical maxims, and to prove to him the 
uselessness of literature. Mr, Murphy con- 
ceiving himself to be still a favourite with' 
his unde, notwithstanding his dereli6lion of 
the mercantile path he had chalked out for 
him, expe6led a handsome legacy at his 
death ; and on the faith of it, with juvenile 
imprudence, incurred a debt of two hundred 
pounds. On the decease of the uncle, he 
found there, was not a Farthing bequeathed 
to him. In great anxiety about his em- 
' barrassment, he at last refle6led on the 

lessons of old Jeffery , and thought he 

would make not a bad figure as a character 
in his farce. He accordingly brought hhn. 
forward as Old Wttigate, recommending 
Cocker's Arithmetic as the only book worthy 
of being studied, and keeping - very closely 
to the sentiment* and language of his worthy 



relation. The added personage tended con- 
siderably to the great success of the perfor- 
mance. ' So/ said Mr. Murphy, ' I made 
old JefFery at last extricate me from my 
difliculties.' 

Part of the recess Mr. Burke spent at Bea- 
consfield ; thtre his taste appeared in various 
fine improvements of natural beauty. But 
higher qualities procured him the respect 
and love of all within the sphere of his 
a6lion ; not those only who knew and could 
appreciate his talents, and who, perhaps 
dazzled by the lustre of his genius, miglit 
see his condu6t imperfectly ; but those who 
knew nothing of him but as a country gen- 
tleman. The peasants, who were benefitted 
by his counsels ; the labourers, for whose 
employment, and the melioration of whose 
condition, he was daily devising means ; the 
poor, who found him a bountiful benefaitor ; 
all joined in praising his wisdom and blessing 
his goodness. He planned various institu- 
tions, some of which I shall, in the sequel* 
detail, for making the poorer mechanics and 
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kbcurers slave a little from their wages or 
profits to assist each other in sickness or 
poverty, and give to their children the edu- 
cation necessary or useful in their humble 
stations. He was himself, in country as in 
town^ a man of study and business. That 
time was given to relaxation which remained 
from a6live duties. Oiium laborque non tern-' 
poribus divisa ; quod labor i supererat otio datum. 
Mr. Burke was not only fond of reading 
novels, but of reading them aloud to his 
company. Ladies were always extremely 
delighted to have him to read works 
of that sort. One day, a beautiful young 
lady of the name of Miss Paine had come 
over from the charming seat of Paine's Hill, 
near Cobham, to visit Mrs. Burke, and was 
a hearer of one of these readings. ► The 
phrase Mons Veneris happening to occur, the 
young lady, asked the meaning?' * Paine' s 
UilU* replied the gallant Edmund. 

So extremely versatile was his wonderful. 
mind, that he could amuse himself with 
playing at tee-totum or push-pin ,wlth 
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cliildren ; or with entering' into their 
thoui^hts and feelings in the histories of 
^Liule Thumb and Jack the Giaat-killer. 
Mr. Murphy has frequently seen him at 
these pastimes, and apparently totally un- 
bent, ' Half an hour might pass,' said this 
gentleinan, ' during ^vhich he would keep 
. speaking in such a way that }'ou could see 
no more in him than an ordinary man, good- 
naturedly amusing his young auditors, when 
some observation or suggestion calling his 
attention, a remark of the most profound 
wisdom would slip out, and he would re- 
turn to his tcertotum.' 

Hisobjeds at his villa and in the senate 
were the same, — to promote the welfare of 
that portion of mankind on which his aclions , 
might operate. Burke, in everj part of his 
condu61:, shewed that the wisdom which he 
pursued was pra6tical. He was uniformly 
the enemy of speculative innovations. At 
Beaconsfield ,he bestowed much attention on 
farming. The esta'te wduld let at about 
eOoL a year; tjiree-'foiirths of it he culti^ 



Vated kimsdf. As a farmer he pursued that 
phn which had been found, by experience, 
to produce the best corn and cattle ; and 
•was, in fa6l, without any unusual expence,. 
one of the most successful ^farmers in the 
county. When in town he had his mutton, 
poultry, and all other meats, except beef ; 
also the various produ6lions of the dairy 
and gardens, from his own estate, brought 
by his own horses and^carts. The same 
horses which served for his carriage were 
employed on his farms. Both in town an4 
country he was remarkable for hospitality — 
an hospitality of real benevolence : there was 
no parade of stiie, no ostentatious display of 
side-boards, no sumptuous entertainments ; 
but every thing plain, substantial, and 
agreeable, vvith kind looks, kind manners, 
and a hearty welcome. He would often in- 
sist, in town, on eight or ten of his ac- 
quaintancesi going home with him to eat 
mutton-cbops or beefsteaks ; and, on such oc- 
casions, literally gave such dinners — dinners, 
with the zest of his company, to which few 
could be found equal. He liked a cheerful 

s S 
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glass, but ne\'er drank to excess. During 
dinner his beveragu was water, and after- 
wards generally claret or some other light 
wine, and he seldom exceeded a bottle. His 
conversation was always so animated and so 
flowing, his spirits to exhilarated, that the 
wine could make no addition. 

Hisbcnevoler.ee extended itself to common 
beggars. In walking in thu streets he gene- 
rally disposed of all the silver he had in his 
pocket to the v.-.rious mendicants who so- 
licited his charity. He imputed inattention 
to such petitions not to the policy of dJs- 
courao-ing beggars, but to unwillingness to 
part with money. 

Both as a student and a man of business 
he had unceasing industry. He was an 
early riser, and used to dispatch many im- 
portant affairs while some of his friends were 
recruiting themselves from the watching of 
the tavern or the ferment of the gaming- 
house. In his way to the House he fre- 
quently called on a friend equal in ability 
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even to .himself, but very inferior in point of 
I'egularity, and found him at three o'clock 
beginning his breakfast. ' There's Charles/ 
he would say, f whilst I am exhausted by 
reading and business, he is quite fresh ; it 
is no wonder he is so much more vigorous in 
the House/ 

Part of the summer was frequently de-* 
voted to revisiting his native country, or in 
viewing different places' in England. He 
sometimes travelled in the stage-coach, and 
was an exquisitely agreeable companion. 
JHe knew the history, physical and moral, of 
every place he passed through, and enter-"- 
gained his fellow travellers with pleasing or 
useful anecdotes and observations, accordino; 
to their capacity or inclination. I have 
heard from a lady that once game in the 
coaph with him a considerable part of thfe » 
road from Yorkshire, witliout knowing whq 
he was, that he fixed the attention of all ' 
the passengers by his great fund of local 
knowledge, and the anecdotes with \vhich 
it was intcrop^racd. They ^11 concurred ip 

S3 
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thiiiKiiig bim the most entertaining man 
they had eveF met. Seeing hitn afterwards 
in London, she tbund that he who had de-- 
lighted a stage-rcoach company was a man 

' The applause of liiteniag senates to cominand.' 

In summer, 1772, he visited the Conti-< 
nent : there he first saw the fair Marie An- 
toinette, whose accomphshments and graces 
made such an iirpression on a mind feeHngly 
alive to tlie sublime and beautiful, and whose 
charms and misfortunes he has since de- 
scribed with so pathetic eloquence. 

The literary and political eminence of 
Burke rendered him, while in France, courted 
by the anti monarchical and antihierarchical 
philosophers of the time. One of the sub- 
je6ls of discussion between htm and the 
philosophers of France was the merit of 
Beattie's* Essay on Truth. Heseems to have 

• 1 here must acknowledge the justness, of a remark luarfe. 
by a profoiind critic on a subjefl which occupied the fourth 
part of the said critic's review of this work, viz. that Beattie. 
ought to be spelt with two t's. The said critic takes occasion 
to abuse schoolmasters. As there is nothing in the Ayoilc 
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been as partial /c/r Beattie as against Hume. 
To an impartial reader it might appear siir- 
prising, that men, possessed themselves of 
such powers of reasoning as Burke ah4 
Johnson, should admire the declamatory 
writings of Beattie, if he were not to re- 
coiled that the wisest men do not always 
judge 8S wise men, but frequently fornj 
opinions which persons, much their inferiors, 
can perceive to be erroneous. It might be 
attributed to their regard for religion, that 
they so much venerated its jealous defender ■ 
but were that the sole Qause, they would 
have estimated its champions by their ability, 
and preferred the logical closeness of Camp- 
bell, and the cautious modest profoundness 
of Reid, to the confident vivacity of Beattie.* 

before him that in the smallest degree relates to tfc^t frater^ 
nit}^ it is probable he may still feel sore from the impres- 
sion of the means applied by ihem to communicate learning 
to those whose heads are slow of apprehension ; aq^ make 
his tongue or pen in and out of pl^ce endeavour to revenge 
the sufferings of dulness". 

* It is said that, besides his zeal for orthodoxy, his vanity 
9S an author prompted Beattie to abuse Hume. Hume, on 
perusing some of his poems, called them milk and water 
verses 3 which, it is s^id, the divine never forgave. \\> 

- 3 4 
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But though tlie reasonings of Beattic b? 
neither very profound nor very ingenious, 
his doSirines are just and sahitiiry. It wa^ 
the doftrines more than the reasonings 
which the infidel followers of Vohaire, Heir 
vclius, and Rousseau, attacked. In the re- 
ligious scepticism and political theories of 
these writers Burke's sagacious mind saw the 
probable overthrow of religion and governr 
ment. His sentiments he took occasion the 
following session to communicate tp the 
House of Commons. That subjeft not re-: 
lating to any immediate business before the 
House or to any danger to common minds^ 
imminent or even distantly probable, his 
speech was not taken down with the usual 
, accuracy. A copy, however, is extant, of 
wiiich the following summary is given by 
the editors of bis Posthumous Wof ks. ' He 
pointed put the conspiracy of atheism tp the 



find 1 he arguments of Realtie mucli mofe frequentlv quoted, 
»nd hi* bcwk rpucli m.o.re hi?hiy esteempd, ty pioy.s weH- 
^iiposed men, of no very gieat reauh, Ihan bv able meii 
(except Jjjhnson and ^urke),- even o^ tli^ Christian pec- 
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watchful jealousy of goveFnments. He pro* 
fessed that he was not over fond of calling 
in the aid of the secular arm to suppress 
dodlrines and opinions-; but if ever it was 
to be raised, it should be against those ene- 
mies of their kind, who would take from us 
the noblest prerogative of, our nature, that 
of being a religions aniinal/ Then comes 
the following quotation from the speech. 
* Already, under the systematic attacks of 
those men, I see many of the props of good 
government beginning to fail. I see propa- 
gated principles which will not leave to re- 
ligion even a toleration, and m^ke virtue 
herself less than a name,' (* he recommended 
that a grand alliance should be formed 
among all belie vers'j * against those ministers 
of rebellious darkness, who were endeavour- 
irio; to shake all the works of God, establish? 
ed in beauty and order/ 

These were opiniohs and sentiments very 
inimical, if not to (i revolution in France, at 
least to the revolution which has adlually 
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talien place, with all its concomitant circum- 
stances. 1 

This session Sir Henry Houghton made 
B motion for reheving the Dissenters from 
subscription and the penal laws. The sup- 
porters of the church dodlrines brought 
forward the usual arguments ; that Dis- 
senters were not aelually liable to the 
punishments annexed to the penal statutes ; 
and that an attempt to set aside the articles 
was an attack on Christianity. Burke com- 
. batted these arguments with energetic elo- 
quence, and a warmth rising almost to en- 
thusiasm. ' Tlie Dissenters,' he said, ' enjoy 
libei-ty by connivance. What is liberty by 
connivance, but a temporary relaxation oj sla- 
veryf Is this a sort of liberty calculated/or 
the meridian of England? You are de-^ 
sirous to keep the rod hanging over. Dissen- 
ters' heads, at the very instant you assure 
them they shall never smart under itsstripes. 
Why not release them from the dread of 
these penal statutesj, the cruelty of which 
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shocks your generous natures so much, that 
you t^ink it incumbent on you to declare 
they should never be put into execution ? 
The question answers itself ; to cavil at its 
propriety is to carp at truth, and elude con-' 
vidlion. As to toleration being an attack on 
Christianity, it is an assertion contrary to 
truth and history. By toleration Christ 
tianity flourished/ (This proposition and 
its converse he proves by an historical de- 
tail.) * The want of toleration has lessened 
the number of believers ; I would have all 
^Protestants united, that wq may be the 
better able to make a common cause against 
Infidels. The Church of England has 

NOT A FIRMER FRIEND THAN MYSELF* 

I wish her head may reach that heaven, to 
which she would condu6l us ; but I would 
also vyish her family as numerous as possible. 
I would have her with wide extended arms 
receive pvery believer, not with unnatural 
austerity reproach hers offspring, and drive 
them to se6k easp^^ pleasure, and cpmfort, 
in tl^e harlot lap of Infi4elity/ 



In thsse opinions and sentiments there 
was liberality without laxity. From Burke's 
support of the Dissenters during a part of 
his l^fe, and his disapprobation of some of 
their proceedings during another part, his 
detractors have endeavoured to prove that 
he was inconsistent. This is a conclusion of 
very hasty reasoning. Unless it be proved 
that the Dissenters in 1772, and those in 
J700, maintained exaftly the same opinions, 
and in the same circumstances of society, 
Burke's support of their cause at the one 
time, and opposition to it at the other, 
cmnot ba evmced to be inconsistent. He 
who vindicates toleratioEi may resist encroach- 
ment. The Dissenters in 1772 solicited 
protediion : before 1790 some of them had 
avowed their expectations that tlie establish- 
ed church would be subverted. The diffe- 
rence in the former period consisted chiefly 
in modes of worship and ecclesiastical gOi- 
vernment, more tlian in the substance of 
articles of faith and practical precepts : in 
the latter, sentiments were publicly avpweii 
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Iniinical to the existence of both church and 
state. Although all Dissenters were far 
from having imbibed such notions, or formed 
such intentions ; yet,,as many, and especially 
the leading men among them, had done so, 
wisdom di6lated a caution before unneces-^ 
sary. Besides, there are states of society 
in which it would be proper to countera6l 
the very opinions that it would be right to 
cherish in different circumstances. In the 
early part of this reign, the power of the 
executive branch of the constitution was 
preponderant : wisdom dire6led and patrio- 
tism prompted their votaries to throw 
their weight into the popular scale. Soon 
after the French revolution, do6lrines pre- 
vailed, tending to elevate the popular branch 
much beyond it§ due proportion. The 
same wisdom diredled and the same patrio- 
tism prompted its votaries to coiinteradt 
that prevalence. Burke's conduct arose 

FROM IDENTITY OF PRINCIPLE, VARYING ' 
ITS OPERATIONS IN DIVERSITY OF CIRCUM- 
STANCLSi 
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sir Henry Houghton's motion passed 
tliroiigh the House of Commons, but was 
thrown out in the House of Lords. 

The discontinuance of other duties, as 
Burke had foreseen, was far from satisfying 
the Americans, whilst that on tea was re- 
served. They considered the relinquishment 
as extorted by their resistance, not as granted 
to their solicitations. The remaining duty 
on tea they thought the maintenance by 
'Parliament of the principle of taxation, wliilc 
a more convenient opportunity was waited 
for extending its operation. Their distrust 
of the mother country continued. Asso- 
ciations were formed to discourage the use 
. of tea and to resist its importation. 

East India affairs, in the session of 1772, 
became a principal subjeil of parliamentary 
deliberation. The proceedings of the legis- 
lature respe6^ing India, at that time, con- 
stitute an important epoch in the history of 
this reign ; not only for the new regulations 
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for the managjement of the East, but for 
bringmg- to a crisis our disputes with the 
West : they constitute also an epoch in the 
life of Burke, as he now commenced th? 
investigation of subje6ls which afterwards 
<^ccupied so much of his labours. 

The abuses of the Company's servants in 
India had raised an outcry in this country. 
Burke made accurate inquiries into the al- 
ledged oppressions and cruelties, and, by 
oral testimony and written documents, ac- 
quired a very exadl and extensive know- 
ledge of the history, a6lual state, abuses, 
means of corre6lion, and general interests 
of British India. 

Parliament found the afiairsof the Com- 
pany of such complication, difficulty, and 
importance, that they chose a Sele6l Comr 
mittee, to inquire during the recess, into the 
condition of the commercial and territorial 
possessions. The ruling Diredtprs, appre- 
hensive that the full disclosure of this, abuses 
©f their servants would induce Government 
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to intermeddle in concerns hitherto guided ' 
by themselves and their creatures, thought 
of means to prevent the interfeiencc. 
Hoping that, by reposing unlimited confi- 
dence in a popular man, they might stop 
the public claulour, and also take from Go-^ 
vernment the most plausible pretext for in- 
terfering in their aH'aira, they propored to 
send Burke to India with discretionary 
powers, as thehead of a commission for ttm 
reform of abuses. He reEused the appeinl*. 
meat, determined to adhere to his party. 

Besides the plea of the misconduL^t of 
their servants, there was another reason in 
the finances of the India Company, for which 
Government proposed to take a dire^fion in 
the management of their affiairs. Their pe- 
cuniary concerns had, according to Ministry, 
become very much embarrassed. Being un- 
able to make good their payments* they 
applied to Parliament for assistance, and re- 
presented that their difficulties were owing 
chiefly to the want of the usual market for 
their tea in America ; in consequence of 



tvhich they had seventeen millions of pouilds 
lying in their warehouses. Lord North al- 
ledged, that the proceedings of the Sele6t 
Committee, during the recess, had been too 
slow for the urgency of the case ; and pro- 
posed a Secret Committee, consisting of 
eleven nteinbers. This Committee being 
appointed, went over the commercial and 
political afl^irs of the Company with so 
great dispatch^ that after sitting nine days, 
from November 28th to December 7th, 1772, 
it procured such information as Lord North 
professed to think a sufficient ground , for 
very important measures. The first was a 
bin to restrain the Company for a limited 
time from sending a odmmission of super- 
vision td thSr Presidencies in India. The 
proposed commission was, by the supporters 
of the "bill,. -represented as by far too ex- 
pensive for tlie irivdyed state, of the Com- 
pany's finances^ Burke took a very exten- 
sive vi^w of the constitutioti*Df the Com- 
pany, and its a6lual state. This speech 
was one of the numberless matinees, paratum 
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accessisse ad eausam ; tliat he was prepared 
for the subje^lin discussion, so prepared as 
implied not merely special inquiry for a 
temporary purpose, but general systematic 
information. He inferred from their cW- 
ters, that the proposed restraint was an in- 
vasion of their rights ; and from the reports of 
the Committee, that there did not exist a 
necessity, which alone could justify the pro- 
posed invasipn. Fram the quickness with 
which the reports had been made out, re- 
specting the complicated concerns of so great 
a company, he contended that it arose not 
from a full examination of their aflairs, but 
from a previous resolution. To serious 
reasonings he joined •v>'it and ridicule. Speak- 
ing of the two Comroitte^, the open, and 
. the secret* he said,, « ^eta is a (^ommittea 
appointed las|: ses^ioni 9 {aip ag4 <^;^9n. OtU" 
mittee, which baui pfO]^»oe4 Qofihing. This 
was the Uwful y^jitt publicly ^vqw;^ ;, t^t 
finding her hfiir^h the Miciister )\as ta^ej} 
rf.j||a:l^ snug one v»thich hp cqlls 9^ Secf^t 
£)cmiuiittee, and ^hjs 1^. « bier ^tr^iofA 



Indeed from thfe singular expedition of this 
extraordinary delivery,. I suspect she was 
pregnant before wedlock.* 

9 

At a farther istage of the bill he made 
another speech, shewing the various pro- 
cieedings of Parliament respedSting the India 
Company, from its commencement, the con- 
sequences of the several a6ls ; and, on this 
new ground, niaintaining the inexpediency 
of the proposed bilL The subje6l had before 
gone through the discussion of the ablest 
speakers on both sides ; but Burke's genius, 
after the question appeared exhausted, both 
by others and himself, was able to give it 
all the charms of oovelty. He again placed 
the dissimilar speed of the two Committees ' 
in a very ludicrous view, * One has been so 
do w,, that the Company expedts no tedte&d 
from it ; the other so rapid, that the Com- 
pany loiow not where it w^l stop : like the 
fly of a jack, the one has gone hey-gd-tnad,, 
the other like the ponderbtus lead at th« 
other end/ In descrilnng ironically, m 
this speechj the qualifications of a modent 

T 2 






C 276 3 

good m«Tiber of parliament, he quotes the 
following rules for what formerly made a 
good monk: ' Tria faciunt monachum. Bene 
loqui de superiore. Legere brevlarium taliier 
gualiter, et shiere res vadere ut vadiint:' which, 
applying to a member, he translated so — 
'. Speak well of the Minister ; read the lesson 
be sets you ; and let the State take care of 
i-tself.' Such a quotation, respecting the 
qualifications of a u-onk, is not that of si 
St. Omers papist. 

These instances , among numberless others, 
Shew the opinion of Johnson, that Burke 
did not possess wit, to be erroneous. 

The following is part of his. peroration on 
the probable consequences of the influx of 
Indian wealth if at the disposal of the Crown : 
' What will become of us, if the Ganges 
pours in upon us in a new tide of corrup- 
tion?. Should the evil genius of British Li- 
berty so ordain it, 1 fear this house Will be 
so far from removing the corruption of the 
East,..that it will, itsielf, . be f rom the Ejst 
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corrupted . I fear inbre from the infe6littrt 
of that' place tlian I hope from yotir virtue. 
Was it not the sudden phmder of the East 
that gave the final blow to the freedom of 
Rome? What reason have we toexpeft a 
better fate ? I attest, heaven and earth, that 
in all places, and all times, I have hitherto 

SHOVED BY THE GILDED HAND OF COR* 

RUPTioN, and endeavoured to. stem the tor- 
rent which threfttgns to overwhelm this 
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Although the friends of Burke must ac- 
knowledge that sometimes the vigour of his 
fancy and ^ the torrent of impetuous passion 
transported him beyond the bounds of 
reason,' his enemies cannot disprove; the 
truth of his assertion, ^ L have shoved by 
Corruptjon/ Jf emolument could have 
tempted him, can it be doubted that a man 
of his extraordinary powers might have had 
the most profitable offices ? Can we suppose 

that the Duke of Grafton and Lord North, 

both of whom are known to have emj>loyed 
very inferior -men as literary and politicaj 
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mpporters, would not have given a very 
high price to purchase the powers of Burke? 
If he had chosen the opposite cause, his 
parliamentary and Htorary talents might 
have been exercised in courting the fa\'our 
of tlie most opulent body in the world : he 
might have promoted the violent and in- 
flammatory measures of the citizens of 
London; their plans of a total change in 
Parliament, and their insolent abusive re* 
monstrances to the Sovereign : City ap- 
pointments of the most lucrative kind would 
have been the sure rewards of sedition and 
disloyalty, arrayed in all the charms of wit 
mid eloquence. 

The steady and powerful friend of rational 
liberty, Burke was the determined enemy 
of court corruption and of democratical li- 
centiousness ; direfling his efforts against 
the one or the other, as it happened at the 
tinie to require resistance. It was his uni- 
form opinion, that eastern riches were pro* 
ducing a most important and hurtful change 
in the manners and morals of Britain ; an 
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opinion that became stfonger and stronger^ 
as instances raultrpliedi and his experience 
increased. 

Although the aft respecting India super- 
visions pass^ by a comidetKble majority in 
Parliament, it excited great clamours among 
many of the proprietors- All partis, in-» 
deed, admitted that the Company was in-« 
volved in pecuniary diffi(Silties ; yet many 
said they were ^y temporary ; and that 
the restraint, imposed on them by the new 
act, was merely ta promote ministerial pur-« 
poses. The Ministry, however, proceeded 
to make many other regulations, as remedies 
to the alledged disorders of their finances. 
Burke joined his eloc(uence to the predsioii 
and legal knowledge of Dunning, and the 
commercial information of Johnstone, in 
vigorously opposing the principle of the re- 
gulations, and many of the details. On* 
law empowered the Company to export 
their teas, duty free, wherever they could 
find a market. The avowed obje6l of this 
resohrtion was to give relief to the India 

T 4 
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Company : it w-as, besides, the intention of 
Ministry to increase the import revenue 
from America, 

There was this great difference between 
Lord North and Burke, that Lord North 
could perceive one class of obje6T:s and in-, 
terests seiiarately, but seldom attended to 
their relation to other classes of obje6ls and 
their interests, and the probable effe»5t to 
the nation in general. Burke thoroughly 
comprehending the separate interests of dif-t 
ferent members of the state, grasped the 
whole in his mind, and considered measures 
immediately affe6ting one part, not only in 
their relation to that one part, but to all 
the parts and to the whole. Lord North 
considered the India Company and revenue 
only; Burke the interests of the whole em- 
pire, He perceived that the Americans 
would see the intention of the drawback on 
exported tea, would persist in their asso- 
ciatiojis, to resist its importation, although 
lowered in price ; because their obiei^ion 
was not to the price but to the principle. 
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He foretold that this^ new resolution would 
bring the disputes to a crisis : and that Bri- 
tain must either entirely abandon the duty 

■ »■ 

or enforce taxation. From this alternative, 
he predi6led that commercial and political 
evils would arise, which would, altogeth^ 
overbalance the partial advantage tp the re- 
venue and to Indian commerce. Partial and 
temporary expedients are more, adequate to 
the capacity of the majority of mankinds 
than great * and comprehensive counsels^ 
Xord North's proposition was adopted. 

The India Company sent put: three ships 
for Boston, laden with tea, . 

The Bostonians, on hearing of this cargo. 
and its destination, renewed the associations 
into which they, in common with other 
colonies, had entered. The populace tu- 
multuously surrounded the houses of tHe 
consignees of the tea, to frighten them from 
a6ting. When the ships arrived, a meeting 
was held by the Bostonians and the inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring towns, at which 



it was determined that the ships, with their 
cargoes, should be sent back. Notice of 
this resolution was given to the Company's 
agents. Meanwhile, difficulties arose* about 
lending off ships. A clearance from the 
Custom-house coidd not be obtained ; they 
could not pass a fort that commanded the 
mouth of the harbour, without the permis- 
sion of the Govornor, which he refused. 
On this the meeting was dissolved, and there 
was a general cry of ' a mob! a mob!' A 
number of armed men, disguised as Indians, 
boarded the ships, and threw the cargoes 
into the sea. 

When the news of this outrage was brought 
to England, it was communicated to Par- 
Rament by a message from the King. Two 
things were alledged by Ministers as neces- 
sary to be insisted on : — satisfetSion to the 
India Company, fw: the injury they had sus- 
tained, and to the honour of the British 
nation fw the insult it- had received. For 

* Sw StsdmaD-'4 Hislory of the Aroeriuui 'War, vol i. p. S7, 
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these purposes a bill was proposed, to shut 
up the port of Boston, except for stores. for 
his Majesty's service, and the necessaries of 
life for the inhabitants, imtil peace and good 
order should be restored, and satisfa^on 
made to the suflferers* 

The bill, in its progress through the House 
of Commons, met with very able and ani** 
mated opposition, especially from Mr« 
Dempster, Governor Johnstone, Colond 
B^j^, and, most of all, from Burke^ :^ 

His speech pn this occai^pn, independait 
of its reasoning, in relation to the Boston^* 
port bill, may be considered as a history of 
the disputes between England and the colo^^ 
liies previous to the irreconcileable quarrel. 
He contended^ that, if the punishment was 
for resistance, all the northern provinces 
were equally repugnant to the authority of 
Parliament : that if the punishment was 
merited on account of disaffection, all these 
provinces were equally disaffe<Sed : if the 
punishment W3 intended merely on account 
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of tKe outrage, there was no evidence that 
all the Bostonians were concerned. Why 
then should they be all implicated in the 
punishment ? Time should be allowed for 
finding out the guilty, instead of hurrying 
the bill through Parliament. The law was 
inexpedient, as our own trade must suffer, 
and not only by preclusion from Boston ; 
but that other colonies were equally inimical 
to the tea duty as Massachuset, and had 
discontinued, or at least diminished, their 
trade with Britain. In answer to that part 
which denied the justice of punishing a 
whole city for the a^ of certain inhabitants. 
Lord North alledged the analogy of the law 
of England, which ordained that a whole 
distri6t should indemnify a person robbed 
within its precin6ts, because its police, if 
vigilant and active, might have prevented 
the crime. He adduced also the case of the 
city of Edinburgh, the whole inhabitants 
of which had been fined for. the riot of a 
part, in the case of Porteus.* Burke 

* As some readers may not recollect this case, alchough 
vciy noted, I shall mention it in a few words. A riot 
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shewed the diversity of the cases of Boston 
arid Edinburgh. 

■ 

From his speeches the following state- 
ment of difference was drawn, and trans- 
cribed into the periodical publications of the 
time. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 

EDINBURGH. BOSTON. 

I 

Begun the loth of Febru- Begun the 14th, and ended 

■ry, 1737, and ended June the jist of March, 1774,66- 

2ist, having continued four ing in all seventeen days, 
months. 

The Provost and Magis- Witnesses examined by the 

trates of Edinburgh, the Privy Council, and their evi- 

Judges of Scotland, and many, dence suppressed. 

other witnesses, examined at 

the bar of the House. • 

Counsel and evidence for The Agent refused a hear- 
the Magistrates and City ing at the bar. \ 

fully heard at the bar. 



having taken place in Edinburgh, in 1736, at the execution 
oF a smuggler, the military were called in. Pbrteus, their 
Captain, ordered them^o fire before the hoUr was..expired. 
Some persons were killed. Porteus .was tiled and..co.n'' 
demned for murder, but pardoned. A mob, incensed at 
this pardon^ seized Porteus^ and hanged him. 
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Two Member) for Edin- 
burgh, forty-iive for Scot- 
land, in the Lower House, 
and sixteen in the Upper, 

Charge — an overt sft of 

rebelliijn, and an atrocjoiis 
murder; proved on b full 
heating, and by competent 
evidences- 
Frequent conferences held 
between the two Houses, to 
compare the evidence, &c. 
■Puniihment, afineof aoool. 



Proof -> Journals of the 
Lo[dsandCotninoDS,iflt7j7, 
sgaintt Edinburgh and the 
BUI. 



Not ons Member for Boi- 
m in eilher House, nor for 
all or any part of America, 
nor even a voice in eleAing 

Charge— a riot atid tre&> 
pass; no evidvnce, and no 
Itearing. 



Punishment — the loss of 
their port, to the injury of 
the town, at the lowest rate, 
;oo,oool. ihe rcstoralioii of 
Iheir port, and the use of 
tlieir property left at the 
King's mercy ; after they 
shall have paid for rotten^ 
tea the price of sound, t»' 
the amount of 30,000!. 

Proof — Journals of the 
Lords and Commons, 1774* 
and the Boston-port Bill. 



April 19, 1774, a motion was made by 
Mr. Rose Fuller, for repealing the tea duty. . 
In support of this proposition, Burke made 
a speech more celebratal than any ha had 



yet spoken. This speech is generally known 
by th^ title of Burke's Speech on American 
laxation. He deduced the history ,of . the 
American colonies, and the policy of this 
country from their first settlement to the com- 
mencement of the present reign • He demon-, 
s tr ated the advantages accruing to this country 
from the old system of policy, and shewed 
that the measures of this King's Ministers 
were a deviation from that system ; a deviation 
injurious both to' Britain and the colonies. 
He divided our policy into four parts, com- 
prehending four periods antecedent to L>ord 
North's administration : first, during tbrmer 
reigns, when Britain pursued trade and forgot 
revenue ; when the only restraint iniposed^ 
on America was the Navigation Pi£t. He 
winds up a most exa6t and masterly accouijt 
of the first period in the following words : 

' AH this was done by England, wliibt 
England pursued trade, and forgot revenue. 
You not only acquired eommerca, but yoit 
adually^ created tfce very obje^ of trade Is^ 
America ; ftEi4 by that er^tion yova ra»se^ 
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the trade of tins kingdom at least four fold. 
America had the compensation of your 
capital, which made her bear her servitude. 
She had, except the commercial restraint, 
every characteristic mark of a free people 
in all her internal concerns. She had the 
image of the British Constitution. She had 
the substance : — she was taxed by her own 
representatives. This whole state of com- 
mercial servitude and civilliberty, taken to- 
gether, is certainly not perfe6t freedom ; 
but,, comparing it with the ordinary circum- 
stances of human nature, it was an happy 
and a liberal condition.' 

The second period is that frpm the first 
idea of a revenue from America to the Stamp 
A<3:. * A new scheme of government was 
adopted (by court favouritism) ; a necessity 
was declared of keeping; up no less than 
twenty newregiments, with twenty colonels 
capable of seats in the house.' Country 
gentlemen, the great patrons of economy 
and the great resisters of a standing armed 
force, would not have voted for so large and 
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eip&n!5iVe ah arrtiyi if tliey had been isiire 
it was to be at their cost. But hopes of 
another kind were held out to them ; and 
in particular I well remember, thait Mr. 
Townsh^ndj in a brilliant harangite on this 
6ubje6lj dalzled them by playing before 
their eyes the image of a revenue froni 
America. • Here began to da\vri the first 
glimmerings of the new colony system.' 

He pursties this iiew plan through Gren- 
Ville^s administration^ in the preceding re- 
gulationsi arid the famous Stamp A6t. This 
Second period he calls that of begun reve- 
hue and bggiin disturbance; This brings 
him to the means for allaying the disorders 
during the Rockingham Administration—:^ 
the third period, which he calls the period 
of repeal j of the restoration of the ancient 
fcystem^ and of the ancient tranquillity and 
concord. From the third period he goes on 
to the Revenue A^ of the Graftoh Admini-^ 
istration, which he terms the fourth period \ 
that in which the condliating policy of the 

VOL. 1. u 
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third was abandoned, and the irritating 
policy of the second was revived. 

tn viewing the proceedings respecting 
tlie colonies during this reign, he was led 
into an examination of the characters of the 
several ministers who conducted atfairs aince 
America engrossed the attention of Govern- 
ment ; to shew tiie influence of those cha- 
racters in producing their several measures. 
Perhaps it will be difficult to find in any 
history more of particular truth and general 
philosophy, more accurate statement of 
fact, morevprofound assignation of cause, 
than in the chief characters which he draws. 
There is no sacrifice of truth to rhetoric, by 
subtile opposition of qualities, no mosaic 
contrasts, no introduction of pairs, no stu- 
died choice of phrase, or measurement of 
period ; but, in clear, strong, though simple 
language, developement of intellectual and 
moral qualities, as modified by existing 
situation, proceeding from known causes* 
and displayed in connsels ana aClibns. 
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Although his chara6lets are generally 
known and celebrated, I cannot refrain from 
inserting those parts of them which led to 
the measures that he either censures or ap- 
proves. 

TROM THE CHARACrER OF OEORGfe GRSNVILLEj ESQ» 

* With no small study of the detail, he 
did not seem to have his view at least equally 
carried to the whole circuit ^of affairs* He 
generally considered his objects in lights 
that were ttx> detached* With a masculine 
understanding, a stout resolute heart, he 
had constant application, uhdissipated and 
unwearied. He took public business not as 
a duty which he was to fulfill, but as a 
pleasure he was to enjoy. If he was am- 
bitious, it was an ambition of a noble and 
generous strain. It was to raise himself to 
a well-earned rank in parliament: not by 
the low pimping politics of a court, but ta 
win his way to pdwer through the laborious 
gradations of pubHc service, and to secure 
to himself a well-earned rank in parUament^ 



by a thorough knowledge of its constitution, 
and a perfeiSl prai^lice in all its business. l£ 
such a man fell into errors, it must be from 
defedts not iiitrinsical ; ihey must be rather 
sought in the particular habits of his life, 
which, though they do not alter the ground- 
work of a charadler, tinge it with their own 
hue. He was bred in a profession : — he 
was bred to the law, which is, in my opinion, 
one of the first and noblest of human 
sciences ; a science, that does more to 
quicken and invigorate the understanding 
than all the other kinds of learning put to- 
gether: but it is not apt (except in persons' 
very happily born) to open and liberalize 
the mind exa6lly in the same proportion. 
Passing from that study, he did not go very 
largely into the world, but plunged into 
business :— I mean the basiness of office, and 
the limited and fixed methods and forms 
established, there. Much knowledge, no 
doubt', is to be had in that line ; and there 
is no knowledge which is not valuable. But , 
it niay be truly said, that men, too much, 
conversant in office, are rarely minds of re- 
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inarkable enlargement. Their habits of 
office are apt to give them a turn to think 
the substance of business not to be mjiich 
more important than the forms by which \t 
is to be conduced. These forms are adapted 
to ordinary occasions ; and therefore persons, 
who are nurtured in office, do admirably 
well as long as things continue in the common 
order ; but when the high roads are broken 
up, and « the waters out ; when a new and 
troubled scene is opened, and thSlffile af^ 
fords no precedent : then it is that a greater 
knowledge pf mankind and a far more ex^ 
tensive comprehension of things is required, 
than ever office gave, or office gan ever 
give/ I 

The ingenious and profound Stewart, in 
his ^ Elements of the Philosophy of the 
Human Mind,' quotes the latter part pf this 
extra6l, to illustrate the insufficiency of 
mere experience, without theory, . to cjualify 
^ man for new and untried situ?itipns in go^ 
vernment. ^ The observations,' he remarks, 
* Mr. Burke makes on this iswbjeft are ex* 
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pressed with his usual beauty and felicity of 
language ; and are of so general a nature, 
that, with some trifling alterations, they 
may be extended to all pra6lical pursuits of 
life.' 

Mr. Grenville, Burke afterwards shews, 
considered revenue too exclusively ; and, 
from his eagerness to improve the finances^ 
laid the foundation of much political evil tq 
Britain. 

In the chara6ler of Lord Rockingham 
Mr. Burke discovers very great address, as 
he had in Mr. Grenville's consummate 
ability. He does not dwell on the talents 
of his patron, but enters into the detail of 
his measures, and deduces them from pa- 
triotism and independence. He lays the 
principal stress on the qualities of that noble 
person's heart, as he was much more emi^ 
jiently distinguished for his integrity and 
virtuous intentions, than, fcff his parts gnd 
knowledge. 



I 

The chara6ler of the illustrious Chatham 
is not altogether so distindlive and complete 
a picture as that of his friend, Mr. Gren- 
ville. Burke draws that great man no 
farther than he thinks necessary to account 
for his formation of the Ministry which 
succeeded Lord Rockingham's ; but he gives 
a very striking description of the hetero^ 
geneous materials of that Administration. 
* The State/ he says, « was delivered into 
the hands of Lord Chathapi-^a great and 
celebrated name ; a name that keeps the 
name of this country respe6lable in evfery 
other part of the globe. It may be truly 
palled 

* Clarum et venerahiU nomen, 

Qentibus, et multum nostra quodproderat urh»^ 

^ Sir,, the venerable age of this great man. 
his merited rank, his superior eloquence^ 
his splendid qualities, his eminent services^ 
the vast space he fills in the eye of man- 
kind, and, more than all the rest, his fall 
from power, which, lik^ death, canonizes 
and 5an6tifies a great character, will not 
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suffer me to censure any part of bis condu6l, 

But what I do not presume to censure, I 

, tnay have leave to lament. For a wise 

MAN, HE SEEMED to lue, at that time, to 

be GOVERNED TOO MUCH BY GEN ERAL 

MAXIMS. I Speak with the freedom of 
history, and, I hope, without offence, One 
or two of these maxims, flowing from an 
opinion not the most indulgent to om' un- 
happy species, and surely a little too general, 
led hfm into measures that were greatly 
mischievous to himself ; and for that reason, 
among others, perhaps fatal to his country : 
measures, the effe61s of which, I am afraid, 
are for ever incurable. He mndC an Ad- 
ministration, so chequered and speckled ; 
he put together a piece of joinery, so crossly 
indented and whimsically dovetailed ; a cabi- 
net so variously inlaid ; such a piece of di- 
versified mosaic ; such a tesselated pavement 
without cement — here a bit of black stone, 
?nd there a bit of white — patriots and 
courtiers ; King's friends arid republicar>s ; 
Whigs and Tories ; treacherous friends and 
open enemies \ — that it was indeed n very 



curious shew, but utterly unsafe to touch, 
and unsure to stand on , The colleagues 
whom he bad assorted at the "same boards 
stared at each other, and . were obliged tp 
askj " Sir, your name ?—iSir you have the 
advantage pf me. — -Mr. Such-a-one, — I beg 
a thousand pardons/' I venture to say, it 
did so happen, that persons had ^ single 
office divided between them, who had never 
spoke to each other in their lives ; until they 
found themselves, they knew not how, 
pigging together, he^ds and points, in the 
same truckle-bed/ * 

The pi6hire of Charles Townshend is 
just, discriminative, animated, and strong. 
He is drawn a man of great talents ; but 
from ah immoderate passion for fame, 
rather employing his abilities in supporting 
measures and principles tnpst in vogue, than 
in devising pr maintaining the wisest an4 

* • 

• I ■ . , I — 

* The remark conperning rnaxigis came with peculiaj^ 
propriety from Burke, of whose wisdoip it was a distin- 
^uishing chara£fceristic, not to adopt any generaK principle 
impliciilyy but to modify its 98plicatiao 4|ccordis^ tp tbf 
diversity of circu];nstances. 
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most salutary. ' He worshipped,' said 
Burke, * that goddess (Fame) wheresoever 
she appeared ; but paid his particular de. 
votion to her in her favourite habitation, in 
her chosen teinple,^n the House of Com- 
mons. Perhaps there never arose a man in 
this country of a more pointed and finished 
wit, and (where his passions were not con- 
cerned) of a more refined, exquisite, and 
penetrating judgment. If he had not so 
great a stock, as some who flourished for- 
merly, of knowledge long treasured up, he 
knew, by far better than any man I am ac- 
quainted with, how to bring together, with- 
in a short time, all that was necessary to 
establish, to illustrate, and to decorate that 
side of the question which he supported. 
He stated his matter skilfully and power- 
fully. He particularly excelled in the most 
luminous explanation and display of his sub- 
jects. His style of argument was neither 
trite and vulgar, nor subtile and abstruse. 
He hit the house between wind and water. 
Not being troubled with too anxious a zeal 
ftir any matter in question, he was never 
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more tedious and more earnest than th^ 
preconceived opinions and present temper of 
his hearer? required, to whom he was always 
in perfe6l unison. He conformed exa6lly 

i 

to the temper of the house ; and he seemed 
to guide, because he was always sure to 
follow/, The effedSls of such a ch&ra6ter, 
minding the currency and hot the weight of 
opinions, Burke shews in the inconstancy of 
Townshend^s political condudl. . He voted 
for the Stamp A61 while it was popular ; 
when it became disliked, he voted tor the 
repeal : and when that repeal became un- 
popular, he voted for raising a revenue 
from America. ' 

Of the charadlers, those of Mr. Town- 
shend and Mr. Qrenville appear to me the 
most highly finished 2 Townshend's, distin*- 
guished for truth and discrimination ; Gren«- 
ville's, for truth, discrimination, and phi^. 
iosophy. 

In speaking of the conduct of the North 
Ministry, he makes an observation, of wluch 
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the converse applies to himself : ' Never have 
the servants of the State looked at the whoJe 
of your complicated interests in one con- 
nc6led view : they have taken things by 
bits and scraps, just as they pressed, witli- 
out any regard to their relations and de- 
pendencies; they never had any system, 
right or wrong ; but only occasionally in- 
vented some miserable tale of the day ; in 
order meanly to sneak out of difficnliies, 
into which they had proudly strutted.* 
Burke himself, on the contrary, took the 
whole of a subjedt, and all its parts and 
dependencies, into consideration. When- 
ever he was rigiit, his speeches contained a 
series of causes and effeils, antecedents and 
consequents : they were chains of massy 
steel, at once strong and brilliant. When- 
ever he was wrong, he was systematically 
wrong.; the parts were at least congruous. 
Si non swit vera saltern sunp inter se afta. 

Burke descanted with wonderful eloquence 
on the inconsistency of Ministry, in pro- 
posing, at Jh? same time, addresses and re- 



solutions declaring America in a state of re>^ 
bellion, and conciliatory bilfe: a6l:s repealing 
and coercive ; soothing and irritating. * You 
send out/ said he, * an angel of peace, hut 

you send out a destroying angel along with 

/• . - ■ 

Kim ; and what will be the efFedls of the 
confli6l of these ' adverse spirits is what I 
dare not say — whether the lenient i measures^ 
will cause passion ^o subside, or-the sevwer 
increase its f ur^ : all this is in the hands of 
Providence: yet now, even now, I should 
confide in the prevailing virtue, anc} effica-^ 
cious operation of lenity, though working 
in darkness and in chaos. In the midst of. 
this unnatural and turbid combination, I 
should hope it might produce order andr" 
beauty in the end/ , 

The great mind of Burke .most thoroughly 
despised mere courtiers, or, as he called 
them, household troops, — the parrots of^ 
court notions and court stories, * Sir,^ thif 
vermine of court rejporters, when they ar% 
forced into dayv ?^ppn one point, are sur^'tot 
burrow in another ; but they shall have no^ 



refuge : I will make iiieni bolt out of .ill 
their holes.' In the same speech, Burke 
manifests a feature in his charailer, long 
afterwards noticed bv iiis very able oppo- 
nent, Mr. Mackintosh : — ' an abhorrence for 
abstract politics and a dread of innovation.* 
* I am not,' says Burke, ' going into the 
distin6lion of rights, nor attempting to 
mark their boundaries. I do not enter into 
these metaphysical distinctions ; I hate the 
very sound of them. Leave the Americans 
Its they anciently stood, and these distinc- 
tions, born of oiu: unhappy contest, will die 
along with it. They, and we, and their 
and our ancestors, have been happy under 
that system. Oppose the atwient policy and 
praSiice of the empire as a rampart against the 
speculations of innovators, and they will stand 
on a manly and sure ground.' 

"Whether we consider this speech of Burke 
as a display of the most creative genius, as 
an explanation of thc/Subjefl in debate, as 
a chain of reasoning to prove propositions 
of the highest hnport^ce to the hearers 
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and their constituents, as antecedents from 
which the consequences he ^ drew aftually 
did proceed, or as affording motives which 
ought to have induced them to the conduct 
he recommended, it is one of the ablest 
orations to be met with in any language* 
Besides being replete with means adapted 
to the main end of conviction, and also of 
persuasion, were men always persuaded by 
a striking exhibition of their duty and in- 

terestj it has other distinguished excellencies : 
it displays a most penetrating and profound 
Icnowledge of human charadler and its ef- 
fects : it abounds also in the soundest prin«>> 
ciples of morality. Transcendent excellence, 
logical, political, and philosophical, as this 
oration contains, embellished, enlivened, and 
elevated as it is by the most beautiful, ani- 
mated, and grand imagery, which a poet's 
genius could produce, a hypercritical rhe- 
torician might probably discover some yio* 
lations^ of the rules of bis art. The rapidity 
of Burke's genius frequently produces a 
mixture of plain ^rid figurative language, 
and also a confusion of figures, which a 



slower mind, with an ordinary fecdlle^liori 
of common-place precepts, would have 
avoided. • Thus,' (says Burke, after having 
confuted, vague reports circulated by court- 
hirelings) ' are blown away the inse6l-rflce 
of courtly falsehoods ! Thus perish thd 
miserable inventions of the wretched runners 
for a wretched causej which they havejTy- 
blozvn into every weak and rotten part of 
the country, in vain hopes that when theii* 
inagt^ots had taken wing, their importunate' 
buzzing might sound something like the 
public voice/ A rhetorician might probably 
tell us that the falsehoods are considered 
first metaphorically as inserts, again literally 
as inventions, and immediately afterwards 
83 inse.ts, all in the same sentence. Critics 
of more intellcdual expansion than verbal 
minuteness miglit reply, tiiat the figure^ 
wliether rhetorically accurate Or not, yet 
produces the intended effect of exciting eo'n- 
tempt. 

- A second bill fespe6ling American affairs 
■was now proposed. From the disorders m 



Massachusetts Bay, it was asserted, by Mi* 
nisters that the civil government of that 
province was inadequate to the remedy of 
the alledged defe6ls : it was proposed to 
ona6l a law to deprive the lower House of 
Assembly of the privilege of ele6ling the, 
members of the council, and to vest that 
power in the Crown ; and also to vest in 
,the King or Governor the appointment of 
magistrates and judges. This bill was vigo- 
rously opposed by many members. Burke ^ 
contended that there was no evidence to 
justify such a deviation from the constitution 
gf the colonies, and such an accession of 
power to the Crown. A third ai5l was pro- 
posed for empowering the Governor, with 
adyice of council, to send to Egland, to be 
tried, any person who, in the support of 
the revenue laws, or suppression of ripts^ 
should be charged with murder. We find 
no speech of Burke upon this bill. ' A fourth 
acl was proposed for the government of 
Canada, to secure to the inhabitants the 
Roman Catholic religion, to its clergy the 
tithes, to supersede trial by jury, to re- 
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establisli the French mode in its place, and 
to appoint a council dependent on the King's 
pleasure. This bill originated in the House 
ot' Lords. In opposing it in the House of 
Commons, Burke principally gave vent to 
his humour, in which, thougli he abounded, 
it seldom formed the leading characteristic 
of any of his speeches. 

During the recess after this session, Burke 
received, at Beaconsfield, a visit from his 
friend Johnson. On viewing Burke's beau- 
tiful villa, he exclaimed, in the words of the 
exiled Mantuan to the restored Virgih 

' Non eijwdem in video miror magis.' 

Although these two great men had fre- 
quently political disputes in town, here there 
was no altercation. The polite host re- 
frained from subjects of contention, the 
guest had so much breeding as to abstain 
from unprovoked attacks, in his o\vn hoiis^, 
on a man of the most engaging hospitality. 
Mr. and Mrs. Burke exerted themselves xo 
please their ilhistrious visitor, whom Mr. 
Burke venerated for kindred genius, and 
his lady, because so prized by her hiaband j 



and so efFeftuallj studied , his pleasure^ that 
he declared he never passed his time with 
so much delight and instruction. Indeed^ 
the sole conversation of each other must have 
been, to those eminent personages, a treat 
which they seldom experienced. In town 
they often met, but though generally in 
company respe(5lablei for talents and know- 
ledge, far inferior to themselves^ i * 

Burke*s attention to the sage did not pre- 
vent him from betowing evary mark of po- 
lite attention on hjs other guests> He, as 
a landlord, exercised that hospitality which 
is the result of good sense and good dispo- 
sitions, polished by an extensive intercourse 
with the politest society ; dividing his at- 
tention to his different guests, and drawing 
every one of thqn to converse on the sub- 
jects with whiqh he knew them best ac- 
quaintefj. Mrs. Thrale, who might very 
probably construe the politeness^ of Burke 
into an admirat^ of those talents and ac- 
quirements with which she herself and many 
others beli«V€4Ji;iSi:. to be endowed, declares 

X2 
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it was a most dcliglitful party. Biirkc made 
his' guests pleased with themselves, with 
each other, and consequently whh their en- 
tertainer. Although his fulness could not 
avoid venting itself, yet did he manage his 
conversation so as not to mortify others by 
a sense of their inferiority, or overbear 
them with his powers. They felt they 
were delighted, and knew they were in- 
stru6led by the discourse, without being 
drawn to a humiliating comparison with 
the speaker. He never brought his strength 
to a comparative trial, unless provoked by 
an attack, nor indeed always then. 

Mrs. Thrale, who has been- more careful 
in marking the defeats of her friend's man- 
. ners than the perfections of his understand- 
ing, the former being, probably, more 
within the reach of her observation than 
the latter, mentions a strange cdnipllinent 
paid by Johnson to Burke at parting. The 
general eleflion called them all different 
ways. Mr. Burke being to set out for 
Bristol, to stand candidate, for, which, he 
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had been invited by a great majority of the 
ele6lors — Johnson, taking him by the hand, 
said, * Farewell, my dear Sir ! and remem- 
ber that I wish you all the success which 
ought to be wished you, which can possibly be 
wished you by an bmest man ;' words conr- 
taining an insinuation not very polite to his 
kind host. Burkje took no notice of that 
mark of his friend's breeding. Though th? 
high church bigotry of Johnson made him 
an enemy to the politics of a philosophical 
WJiig, yet he continued uniformly a friend 
to Burke ; and the praises of Edmijnd was 
pne of his favourite themes. As helaimched 

« 

put one day at Streathanj on his merits, an 
Irish trader present w^as so delighted to hear 
his countryman so praised by one whom he 
heard to be the vyisest man in Engjand^ said 
to the Do6lor, ' give me leave to tell yoij 
something of Mr. Burke* He began-^ 
' Mr. Burke went to see the collieries in a 
distant province ; and h.e would go dowri^ 
Sir, into the bovyels of jthe earth (in a bag), 
and he would (examine every thing: he wen^: 
in a bag, Sir, and ventured his life fpp 
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knowledge; but he took iare of his clothes, 
that they should not be spoiled, for he went 
down in a bag.' ' Well, Sir,' said Johnson, 
good humour'dly, ' if our friend Mund shouH 
die in any of these hazardous exploits, yon 
^nd \ would write his life and panegyric 
together ; and your chapter of it sho\dd, be 
entitled thus— r' Burke in a bag.' 

This year Johnson and Burke lost their 
friend Goldsmith, whom they both loved 
and regarded ; his merits much overbalancing 
liis foibles and defedls. Dr. Johnson wrote 
the Latin epitaph, which is so well known. 

The club had. now considerably increase^ 
its numbprs, and. received several niembers^ 
destined to a6l a conspicuous part on the 
great political stage, whom I shall mentiori 
when i com^ to, their performance on that 
theatre, A party of eleven gentlemen dined 
oneday at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, all, excef>t 
' Sir William Forbes, acquainted with Gold-. 
smith i all men of great respectability, some 
9f thm of Utevary eminence short only of 



Johnson's, and one equal to the sage. The 
conversation turned on Johnson's epitaph, 
and various alteratipps aqd cprjredlions were 
suggested. But the questiorj was who 
should have the fcourage tq propose t:hem to 
the author. At last it wais resolved that 
there could be no way. so gQo4 as t:hat of ^ 

Dr. Barnard, now Bishop of Limerick„ 
drew up an address to Johnson pri thp oc- 
casion, which, it was feared by the rest, the 
Do6lpr might thinjc tre^t^d the subjeft with 
too much levity. Purke then proposed the 
address as it stands in the Round Robin, and 
Sir William Fprbps pfficiated as clerk,* 



Jiound Robin addressed to Samuel Johnson, 
L.L.p. drawn uf by Edmund Burke. 

^ We, the cirpuniscribers, -f haying read 
with great pleasure an intended Epitaph 

* BosvveWs Life of Johnson. 

t The Robin wan written within* ^ circle, formed by the 
mmes of Edqiund Burke, Thomat franjl^n, Anthony Ci|i^ 
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(or theMonnmentof Dr. Goldsmith ; which, 
considered abstrai^Vjy, appears to be, for 
elegant composition and masterly style, in 
every respeiSl worthy of the pen of its 
learned author ; are yet of opinion, that the 
chara6ler of the deceased as a writer, par- 
ticularly as a poet, is perhaps not delineated 
with all the exaftness which Dr. Johnson is 
cipable of giving it. We therefore, with 
deference to bis superior judgment, humbly 
request that he would, at least, take the 
trouble of revising it ; and of making such 
additions and alterations as he shall think 
proper, upon a farther jierusal. But if we 
might venture to express our wishes, they 
would lead us to request that he would 
write the epitaph in English, rather than in 
Latin ; as we think that the memory of so 
eminent an English writer ought to be per- 
petuated in the language to which his works 
are likely to be so lasting an ornament ; 



mier, G. Colman, Will. VasiieU, Joshua Reynolds, William 
Forbes, T. Barnatd, R. B. Sheridan, P. Metcalfe, E. Gib- 
bon, Joseph Wf^itoa, 
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which we also know to have been the Opinion, 
of the late Doctor himself/ 

ft 

V 

Sir Joshua agreed to carry it to Dr. John- 
son, who received it with gr^t good hu- 
mour : and desired Sir Joshua to tell the 
gentlemen that he would ajter th«, epitaph 
in any manner they pleased as to the ^eris^. 
of it ; but he would never cometit to disgrace the 
walls of fFestminster Abbey with ^n English 
epitaph: and observing Dr. Wartpn's name 
among the circuiijscribers, said to Sir Jo^ 
shua, * I Ayonder that Joe Warton, a scholar 
by profession, should be ^uch a fool/ The 
epitaph, as first written by Johnson, is en^- 
graVed on GoWjsmith's monument without 
;any alteratiorj, • 

Mr. Bosw.ell very justly remarks, that 
'* tjiis hasty composition is one of the m^ny 
instances \yhich evince the extraordinary 
promptitude of Burke, who, whilst he was, 
equal to the greatest, things, can adorn tljift 
least; can with equ/ai faGility embrace ;t][ic 
^ast and compjiicat^ $p|ft$:ula1;pns:qf politics, 

^ ^ - * * 
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or tlie ingenious topics of literary investi- 
gation.' This anecdote also shews the vene- 
ration some very eminent men, and even 
Burke himself, entertained for Johnson. In- 
deed the request is expressed with much 
more humility than was necessary. They 
must be excessive admirers of Johnson, who 
would think so humble a style due to hira 
from several of the signers ; or that would 
suppose that any thing short of perfedl 
equality was requisite, even to Samuel 
Johnson, from Edmund Burke, Such in-i 
stances of humble address justify the ob-^ 
servation of Dr. Robertson to Boswell, re^ 
spelling the deportment of his intimates to 
Dr. Johnson *• * You worship and spoil him 
among you. He is certainly a man of very 
great powers of conversation, an able philo- 
sophical critic, and a tnasterly moral essayist : 
but in other respedts not beyond othec men. 
He has many weaknesses, and will believe 
any thing against the Dissenters and for the 
church of England/ Dr. Robertson prp-. 
bably thought that, as a political writer, 
Johnspn did not display that superiority 
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which he shewed in moral refledlions and in 
criticism. 

Bm*ke's speech on Jmerican taxation vjss 
now published, and gr^tly encreased^ 
through the nation, the praise of his won- 
derful talents. Not those only who coin- 
eided in bis political sentiments, but the most 
strenuous abettors of the plans of Admini- 
stration allowed its uncommon excellency. 

The eloquence of Burke has been fre- 
quently compared to that of Cicero. There 
is, no doubt, a general resemblance between 
two of the most learned men and greatest 
orators of the most learned and eloquent 
ages and countries. Both are men .of ex- 
traordinary genius : both had acquired an 
uncommon share of the knowledge of their 
resppdlive times, and specially of the know- 
ledge most necessary for pdlitical disquisition 
and eloquent orations : both are completely 
informed on the subje^s which they under-* 
.take to discu3i^ ; both reason with great force 
^nd dexterity, ^r^ng closely or loosely^ 
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diretTlIy or circuitously, as best answered 
their purpose. 

We may consider these two great orators, 
in point of materials, disposition, language, 
and the purposes to which their respective 
eloquence was directed. Tiic different cir- 
cumstances of the times necessarily produced 
a very considerable difference in the mate- 
rials of their eloquence. The extent and 
complication of modern politics required a 
proportionate comprehension and variety of 
materials from the British senator, which 
the more simple relations of ancient politics 
did not require from the Roman. Besides 
more multifarious detail, the philosophy of 
politics is:now much farther advanced than 
in the time of Cicero, There is much more 
of generalization in politics, as in all sub- 
je6is. To compose eloquent orations, in the 
age of Cicero, required neither the same 
extent and multiplicity of knowledge^ nor 
enlargement of views, as in the age of 
Burke. On the other hand, it now requires 
Jess ability tp procure multiplicity of know- 



ledge; because, in fact, there is much more 
to be attained; ]dnd less native vigour 6f 
mind to generalize, because habits of gehd^- 
ralizatiort are common. Cicero^s most dis- 
tinguished orations were judicial, 'a s][)ecies of 
oratory requiring n6t so wid^ a compass of 
materials as deliberative ; eveh the queitiofis 
of deliberation among the Romans, who 
were merely a nation of wai'riors and con- 
querors, with little commerce, intrigue, 
and little variety of relation to foreignstates ; 
hardly indeed any other than those whi6h 
proceeded from command. Their situation 
afforded less variety of deliberative matter 
than the Grecian republics, and much less 
than England. 

The principal deliberative oration of Ci- 
cero, as far as I can recolle6i:, . is that (^h 
lege Manilla) on the expediency of appoint- 
ing Pompey to succeed Luctdlus, with ex- 
traordinary powers. Thiis speech turtied, 
first, on the comparative merit of the trw6 
generals, as it vvas easy for the Roittafis to 
conquer Mithridates, if they Had able oom- 






manders, desirous of terminating the wat*. 
Secondly, on the personal chara6ler of 
Pompey, as likely to be afFe>:ted by unli-- 
mited authority. The fafls ascertaining tha 
merits of the two leaders were not difficult 
to colle6l, as they were recent in every 
one's memory. The cliara6ter of Pompey 
was well known ; and for Cicero's purposes, 
the chief objeft was exaggeration. Cicero 
certainly gives his materials that order and 
dirediion which was most likely to prncure 
the recall of LuculUts and the appointment 
of Pompey. But on perusing the ovation 
pro lege Matiilia, and Burke's speech on 
American taxation, and estimating them by 
the true criterion of speeches on momentous 
business, the quantity of important, par- 
ticular, and general truth, of information 
and instruction, which they contain, it ap- 
pears to me that the stores of Burke's mind, 
as exhibited in this speech, are greater than 
those of Cicero. If wc take all Cicero's 
speeches and all Burke's, and compare them 
in the degree of knowledge and wisdom 
■which they convey, I think few would hesi- 
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tate to say, that a reader migJit become 
hiore knowing and wiser by Burke's than 
by Cicero's. Much of this, however^ arises 
from causes not peculiar to Burke, but ap- 
pertaining to this age and country. The 
reasoning of Cicero is frequently very aaite, 
and generally very ingenious ; but his ar- 
guments not rarely are taken from common- 
place topics, -sources so much recommended 
by ancient rhetoricians, but reprobated by 
the moderns. Indeed these common-place 
ideas were much better calculated to answer 
the particular purpose of their inventors, 
the Grecian sophists, to speak plausibly on 
any subject, than the general purpose of a 
wise orator, to impress on the hearers im- 
portant truths, and to prompt them to be- 
neficial conduct. With many excellent argu- 
ments, resulting from a close consideration 
of the sulge6l, Cicero often rtiixes those that 
are suggested by the Rhetorical precepts in 
vogue. Burke's reasoning is derived never 
from common-place topics, but always from 
the most minute and extensive view of the 
jsubje6l, in all its relations, and scientific 
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knowledge of the general principles appli- 
cable to the questions in discussion, with the 
modifications arising from tlie particular 
circumstances of the case. Mixed with very 
great intellectual force, there is, in Cicero's 
argumentative materials, much of that rhe- 
torical art, the knowledge and application of 
which requires no extraordinary power of 
understanding : — Burke's argumentative ma- 
terials derive little aid from rhetorical art. 
Both shew an imderstanding capable ef in- 
vestigating hidden truths : — Burke had ac- 
tually investigated more than Cicero. 

Another species of materials that tends 
to illustrate truth, and embellish eloquence, 
is imagery. In imagery, Burke is much 
more copious and variegated than Cicero. 
Superior copiousness, however, of imagery 
does not necessarily imply superior fertility 
' of imagination : the power of combination 
being equal, he will most easily combine 
who has the most copious materials. If 
there be two men of equal powers of imagi- 
nation, and the one knows history and ethics. 
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tlie other history and ethics equally Well^ and 
physics besides^ the latter may have with 
ease more abundant in^agery than the for-i 
mer; The sources of imagery are more nu- 
merous to the moderrtSi because knowledge 
is greater. But when we particularly ex- 
amine the imagery of Cicero and of Ejurke^ 
we find Burke's to be much more abundant^ 
hot only from the stores of modem discovery 
and pra6lide, but from those of external and 
moral nature, known in the time of Cicero^ 
and at all times. Hence we may fairly infer 
that the imagination of Burke was naturally 
more fertile than that of Cicero. In the 
imagery, as well as the arguments of Cicero, 
an attentive reader will find ^ more of rhe- 
torical art than in Burkes. Cidero deala 
more in antithesis, climax^ interrogation, — * 
the produ6lions of study : Burke^ in me-» 
taphor^, persooificatioUi apostrophe,— rthe 
effusions of genius. Burke not only abounds 
in serious imagery , but in those combinations 
which constitute wit : in wit, Cicero seldom 
succeeds, but frequently descends to puns* 
Wit, indeed, in general bears a greater pro- 

VOL. I. V . 
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portion to the intelleftual exertions of our 
countrymen than to those of the Romans, 
In humour, both the orators are very happy, 
though both arc sometimes very coarse. In 
the pathetic, Cicero's orations abound more 
frequently than Burke's. Cicero's perora- 
tions are highly wrought up, especially in 
his harangues to the people. Indeed it is 
to such audiences that pathos is properly 
used: to informed British gentlemen it 
would be absurd to speak to their feelings, 
but through their understandings. When 
Burke is pathetic, his pathos equals that of 
Cicero, or any orator. 

Both Cicero and Burke abound in the 
purest morality, though the former fre- 
quently, and the latter sometimes, defended 
men by no means moral in their condni5t. 
Cicero's speeches were filled with egotism, 
a defedl from which Burke's are exempt : 
Burke's with ebullitions of rage, which are 
seldom found in Cicero's. 

■ In the disposition of their materials, both 
shew great judgment and skill, though 
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Cicero displays more art, and a more regular 
attention to rhetorical rules for the conduSi of 
a discourse. In their exordiums, both have 
a great degree of insinuation ; both tend to 
prepossess their hearers : but Cicero's intro- 
dudlions are generally more laboured than 
Burke's. The narrative part of Cicero's 
orations is no doubt very excellent, clear, 
concise, yet full ; . omitting nothing impor- 
tant, and seldom introducing any thing ex- 
traneous: they are the well told statements 
of an able lawyer. Burke's narratives are' 
also extremely clear on the whole, and dis- 
tin6l in their several parts* His subgeCls 
generally require a greater compass of nar- 
ration than Cicero's: they comprehend 
larger portions of time, more variety of 
events, and greater intricacy of relations. 
He excels in detailing particulars, in mark- 
ing the principal epochs, in classing his 
subje6ls according to- their respedlive re- 
lations, and in shewing causes and etfe6ls. 
His narratives are the abridged histories of 

a philosophical historian* 
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In the management of arguments, Burke 
may perhaps be esteemed less regular than 
Cicero: his narrative and argumentative, 
parts are often blended. Cicero is more 
methodical, and arranges his arguments in 
a more connected series, so that the one 
may support the other. From Cicero's ar- 
ran£;ement, a reader may stwwr comprehend 
the whole of his reasoning, than from Burke's 
the whole rA liis reasoning: and in that par- 
ticularCiccro is, no doubt, superior to Burke. 
It may be said, that the liearers of Cicero 
not being so well informed and enlightened 
men as those of Burke, the most exa6l and 
himinous oi"dcr wa? absolutely necessary to 
convey the arguments with effe6l to their 
minds : whereas, Burke's hearers, rf the ar- 
guments were intrinsically good, could per- 
ceive their force, though not arranged with 
the greatest art, and in the closest connec- 
tion. It may also be alledged, that Cicero 
himself is less scrupulously attentive to lucid 
order, in his speeches against CatiUne, and 
other orations to the senate, than in that for 
Manilius's bill, and other harangues to the 



people. But as even the ablest and most 
learned men, though they can comprehend 
arguments, independently of their dispo* 
sition, yet eaij naore quickly comprehend 
them if connedjted than detached, Cicero's 
arrangement is better than Burke's. In 
some of his principal speeches, Bijrke's dis- 
position is »s regular as that of Cicero. 

Language ^Iso appears to have occupied 
fi greater proportion of Cicerp's attention 
jthan of Burke's ; his words and phrases are 
jiiCely chosep, his sentences are dexterously 
turned, his style is harmonious, elegant, and 
splendid : Burke's language is chiefly emi- 
nent for plearness, propriety, copiousness, 
and force; he does not particularly study 
musical cadence in the stru6lure of his pe* 
riods : his style is highly adorned, but hi^ 
ornaments ^re the ornaments of genius, not 
pf rhetoric ; npt pf the body, but of the poul 
pf his discourse, On the whole, the me-^ 
chartism of composition was evidently more 
studied by Cicero than by Burke. Cicero 
aims 5Q piuch at beauty and itiagnifigence, 

y3 
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as sometimes to impair his strcngh ; for 
smcxithness and harmony he is not unfre- 
qiienlly indebted to tnervat'ton. Very great 
attention to rhetoric is seldom imited with 
masculine strength and profound philosophy. 
In the flowing niimbers of Isocrates we 
rarely meet the force of Demosthenes. Per- 
haps in none of his writings does Cicero 
shew more the uncommon vigour of his un- 
derstanding ; his complete knowledge of 
human nature ; his inundate acquainlnnce 
with thelaws and constitution of his country, 
with its politics during that momentous 
a?ra; his comprehension of the general clia- 
radlers and particular views of the celebrated 
a6lors during the last scene of the republic, 
than in his letters : compositions containing 
the most valuable information, most acute 
and energetic reasoning, without any of his 
oratorical pomp of language. They are the 
plain strong sense of a most able man, 
writing upon important business. Cicero 
was certainly a ipan not only of the greatest 
penetration and vigour, but also of very 
profound philosophy and expanded wisdom. 
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His treatises on the most important subje6l$ 
of philosophy, on the religious, civil, social, 
and political relations and duties of man, 
have little ornament of style : the language 
is merely perspicuous, precise, and strong. 
The expression of Cicero's letters and 
philosophical disquisitions is more the ex- 
pression of wisdoni than that of his ora* 
tions. 

In their speeches, Burke's obvious end is 
to' impress on you his views of the subje6l : 
Cicero's not only to impress on you his views 
of the subje6l, but to strike you with an ad- 
miration of the orator. Burke tries to in- 
form, convince, please, and persuade ' the 
hearer : Cicero to inform, convince, please^ 
affe(5\:, and persuade the hearer ; and at the 
same time to shew hini bow well the speaker 
can speak. In 'many of his speeches, thQ 
display of his powers seemS to have been his 
principal obje6l ; in his defence of Milp it 
must have been his sole purpose, because, io 
fa6t, it was never spoken. 

y 4 



Prdin the diversity pf circumstances, much 
similarity in piatprials neither djd, npr in- 
deed could, e^^ist between these pr any Bri- 
tish and Roman orators. In th^ cpndu6l of 
their speeches there might hj^ve bpen like- 
ness ; but in fact we do not find very much. 
In his performances of vinadprqed information 
and in5tru6lion, Cipero resembles the narra- 
tives ^nd ratiopinatipn of Burke, more than 

. in his ornamented eloquence ; eyen in these 
the likeness is not special. Where convic- 
tion is the sole obje6l, they agree in using 

' pl^in laTigu?ige, as the best adapted for that 
purpose. Being both, men of extraordinary 
\visdQm, they, upon practical subje6ls, argue 

?IS ALL MEN OF T|IUE WISDbM ARGUE, — • 

from cj^herience^ and not from metaphysical disr 
Ihivfion. They were both first-rate speakers, 
according to the circumstances pf their re-- 
gpedliye situations and countries ; but their 

compp^itipus xyere np more particularly like 

» . ■ ■. ■ 

than thps^ of Hume and Fergusson to those 
pf Tacitus ; of Robertson or of Gibbon tp 
J.jvy'§ : Ijecj^us^ the fpur Britons resemble^ 



the two Romans in the general circuipstan?^ 
pf being the f^rst historians of their nation . 
Men of such geniijs ^ Cipero and Burkg 
yarely descend tq imitation. Johnson being 
asked if Edmund ]5urke fespmbled TuUiusf 
Gicero— * No^ Sir, h^ resemble5 Edmun4 
Burke./ 

A considerable party of merchants and 
tradesmen of BriiStol, chiefly Dissenters, adr 
iniring the eloquence *pf Burke, and looking - 
upon hinif from his political condudl, as 
strenuously attached to civil and religious 
liberty, named him ^ .candidate for their 
city. He was gone to Malton, a Yorkshire 
borough, under the influence of the Marquis 
of Rockingham; and was actually chosen, 
when a deputation arrived to request him to 
stand for BristoJ, With the consent of his 
new constituents, he complied. There were ^ 
already three candidates ; Lord Clare and 
Mr. Briokdale, the late mejnbers ; and Mr. 
Cruger, ^n American merchant. Burke, 
when he ^rst appeared on the hiiustings, made , 
a very eloquent and irfipregsive speech, ad* 



miraWy adapted to the hearers. He en- 
brgetl upon the immense advantages of com- 
nicrce, and shewed himself tliorotigh'.y ac- 
quainted with its branches, objeds, and 
principles, and accurately informed respect- 
ing the trade of Bristol. At the conclusion 
of the poll he displayed still more capti- 
vating eloquence. He and Mr. Cruger 
were elefled. 

Mr. M'Cormick says, ' that notwithstand- 
ing his panegerics on trade, Burke really did 
not respect the character of a merchant ; 
and quotes a passage from one of his 
speeches to shew Burke's opinion : ' Do not 
talk to me,' said he, * of the liberality and 
patriotism of a merchant ; his god is his 
gold ; his country his invoice ; his desk his 
altar ; his ledger his bible ; his church his 
exchange ; and he has faith in none but his 
banker.' Mr. M'Cormick thinks that such 
an opinion of the mercantile profession is 
incompatible with sincerity in the praises of 
trade. But, it by no means follows, that a 
conviction of the utility of an employment 
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must be accompanied with a convi6lion of 
the great abilities or great virtue necessary 
to exercise that employment. Burke, though 
he did not, and indeed could not, think 
either extraordinary talents or extraordinary 
goodness necessary to form ^ merchant, 
thought well of the mercantile chiara6ler, 
modified by the circurtistances, manners, and 
sentiments of this country. The tendency 
of great * conversancy with money has so 
much relation to the abilities and knowledge 
of the person so conversant, that it would 
be difficult to make it the subje6l of a general 
rule. It certainly increases the natural con-* 
tradlion of narrow understandings; but 
often expands great minds : it leads them to 
form proje6ls of extensive utility, by having 
the means in their view and power. Com- 
merce, probably, like other obje6ls of 
thought, has a tendency to expand or con- 
tra6l, according to its mode. In its petty 
details, it, no doubt, must contra6l the un^- 
derstanding ; but enlarges it in its general 
schemes, the result of extensive information. 
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ealculatbnof probabilities, and accurate and 
acute investigation. We find also that it 
often liberalizes conduiSl. In no nation do 
men apply themselves so readily and power- 
fully to the assistance and relief of their 
fellow men, as in the country in which com- 
merce is most prevalent, By no set of men 
is service better recompensed than by Bri- 
tish merchants. 

The idea that Burke thoiight meanly of 
merchants probably originated from the 
opinion he entertained of stock-jobbers, ancj 
other gamblers, contractors, Indian dejjrc-r 
dators, and all those who suddenly amassed 
great foftunes by fraud apd peculation, ii^- 
Stead of gradually saving money by indvistr j, 
oecQupmy, and skill. 

Burke's colleague, Cruger, was, it would 
appear, a man of no very copious eloquence. 
It is even reported, that after Burke had de- 
livered one of his b?st speeches at Bristol, 
Cruger rose up, and exclaimed, • 1 say dUta 
to Mr. Burke— I say diUo to Mr. Burke.' 



/ 



The Ti&ti parliament now met, and, pfb* 
bably, no age or country ever shewed a 
greater assemblage of talents. 

On the side of Government, among many 
men of parts and knowledge were ranged— 
Germaine, distingiiisrhed for closeness, cor- 
rectness, and neatness ; Jenkinson, for in-^ 
dustry, commercial and political information ; 
Dundas, for strong imderstanding, sticking 
to the point, and expeditious dispatch of 
difficult business; Wedderburne, eminent 
for acuteriess, versatility, and ingenuity; 
Lord North, equally remarkableior pleasing 
variegated wit, Ihumour, classical taste, and 
knowledge, as for dexterity of argument 
and readiness of reply ; Thurlow, surpassing 
all his coadjutors in decision and. masculine 
strength. 

On the side of Opposition there was the 
patriotism and solidity of Dempster and 
Savill? ; the industry and colonial information 
of Pownall ; the colloquial pleasantry, the 
vivacity, and classical eruditicm pf Wilkes ; 
the animated declamation of Barr^^ the 
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qutok apprehension, commercial and po- 
litical knowledge of Johnstone ; the consti- 
tutional principles, legal precision, readiness, 
acuteness, and vigour of Dunning: i he ex- 
tensive, accurate, and multifarious know- 
ledge ; the brilliant, \'ariegated, and grand 
imagery ; the luminous illustration ; the 
rapid invention; theclear, strong, diversified, 
abundant reasoning ; the comprehensive and 
expanded philosphy of Burke. 

A personage was now rising to the first 
rank, in the first assembly in the world, who 
must have held a very exalted situation in 
any assembly of statesmen and orators that 
it ever contained .^Charles James Fox, the 
second son of Henry, afterwards Lord Hol- 
land, by Lady Georgina, sister to the Duke 
of Richmond, vvas born January 2*th, 1749. 
His father soon perceived the superiority of 
his intelleftual powers, and spared no pains 
on his education. Mr, Fox made it a rule, 
in the tuition of his children, to follow and 
regulate, but not to restrain nature. At 
table, Charles, when a boy, was permitted to 
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enter into the conversation of men^ anJ ac- 
quitted himself to the astonishment of all 
present. Perhaps the early habit of think-* 
ing with freedom, and speaking with readi- 
ness, may have contributed to th^t prompt 
exertion of his great talents, which makes a 
considerable part of his senatorial excellence. 
Perhaps it, on the other hand, conduced to 
the hasty consideration which he not unfre- 
quently bestows on a subje6l; and from 
which' he views it too cursorily, without em- 
ploying his powers in investigating and 
probing it to the bottom. His father 's'^ln- 
dulgence to his favourite Charles sometimes 
led the youth to petulance. One day, Lady 
Georgina saying something on a subje<5l of 
Roman history, which Charles perceived to 
be erroneous, he immediately asked, with 
much contempt, what she knew about the 
Romans? and with more knowledge and 
force of argument, than filial reverence, he 
demonstrated her error : — nor did his father 
chide his for\(rardness. When Mr. Fox was 
Secretary of State, young Charles used to 
read his dispatches ; and when not ten years 
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of age, one day told his father that a paper j 
which he had just read, was too feeble, and 
threw it into the fire. The Secretary made 
out another copy, without the slightest re- 
primand. Most parents would agree in 
thinking that the father's indulgence, even to 
Charles Fox, was excessive. Few, very few* 
can have an opportunity of ascertaining its 
cffev% on SUCH a scbject. 

WTieii fourteen years of age, his father, 
just created Lord Holland,. carried Charles to 
<^a, and allowed him five guineas a night 
for a Pharo-bank, an allowance which pro- 
bably generated his propensity to gaming. 

At Eton, Charles's literary acquirements 
were far beyond those of his contemporaries^ 
although several of them were excellent 
Scholars. His attainments were not the ef- 
fects of habitual application, but of the 
occasional exercise of extraordinary powers. 
He very early discovered a strong bias tct 
pleasure and dissipation. This inclination 
■Was increased by his fathef^ who lavishly 
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supplied him with such sums as invited ex- 
travagance. Tlie profusion of young Fox 
Was unbounded, and long before he was of 
iage he had expended most enormous sums. 

At Oxford, his taknts and leiarning created 
admiratiqn and even astonishment. Although 
his time seemed devoted to gaming^ and 
every other species of dissipation, he ex- 
celled all of his standing in literary acquire^' 
. tnents : he was a profound classical scholar; 
he read Aristotle's Ethics and Politics with 
considerable ease. His favourite . authors 
were Demosthenes and Homer, * 
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* He has retained through life his knowledge of the 
Gieok language, and is still particularly converKant with 
Homer. He can discuss the Works of the bard,, not orily a!^ 
a man of exq^uisjte taste* and as a philosophical .critic, 
which from such a mind might be expefted, but as a gram- 
marian. No professed philologist can more accurately 
know the phraseology and Versificatiori of the po^t» One 
day, a clergyman, eniinent for knowledge of the Greek 
language, was attei^pting to prove that a veme In one of 
the books of the Iliad was |iot genuine^ because it con^ 

tained meaarures notnied by Homer.. Mr. Fox in$tahtly re- 

• I . 

cited twenty other Tfe^tcs of. the sanie.mea&i|re» to shew thfit 
deviation from the usual feet did not imply interpplatioa^ 
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History, ethics, and politics, were his fa- 
vourite studies ; and he seems early to have 
considered himself as destined to be a senator 
And a statesman. He staid but a short time 
at Oxford, made the tour of Europe ; and 
though he plunged into every excess into 

which the pleasurable regions of the South 
allure JBri tons in the hey-day of youth, he 
acquired an extensive and profound know- 
ledge of the constitution, laws, government, 
nature, arts, and manners of the several 
countries which he visited. He, like Al- 
cibiades, surpassed all of his age in the force 
and versatility of his genius, and in the in- 
temperance of his condudl. 

In the twentieth year of his age he pro^ 
cured a seat in Parliament \ and, young as 
he was, distinguished himself among the 



He, indeed, could converse wi^h % JLjpoginus, on Homer> 
beaut}% sublimity, and pi»thetic ; with an Aristotle, on hi» 
exhibitions of man ; and with a pedagogue, on his diakds, 
his daftyls, spondees, and aaapaieftts* Such is the rapidity 
with which Fox darts into aiabfcQ, that he can meet men 
of the greatest knowledge, oa at least equal terms, on thcijr 
peculiar studies. 



■&- 



many eihtnent men then in the House of 
Commons* He was bred a Tory ; but rather 
a political than a high^church Tory. Indeed 
I have never heard that at any period of his 
life Mr. Fox was charged with theological 
bigotry. At first he took the side of Ad- 
ministration, and was ^ thought one of its 
ablest supporters ; in so much, that he at- 
trailed the notice of Junius, who saw the 
bloom of talents destined to ripen into the 
most exquisite and valuable fruit. The fa- 
cility with which he made himself master of 
a new question, and comprehended the 
strength, weakness, and tendency of a pro- 
position or measure ; his' forcible argumen- 
tation, his readiness of the most appropriate, 
significant, and energetic language, soon 
rendered him conspicuous : his daily and 
obvious improvement shewed that his talents 
had not then nearly reached the pinnacle at 
which they were to arrive. 

Mr. Fox's parliamentary exertions, firom 
their commencement till his abandonment of 
Lord North, maybe consid«r«i aa tfee,^/?^ 

z2 ' 
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tPocH of lite oratorial arid political history. 
We see in him vast capacity ; but hitherto 
more capacity than fulness. We observe s 
strong pointed reasoning ; but not that va- 
tiety and abundance of prc^ound observa- 
tions and just conclusions which the same 
mind, embracing miore extensive and mani- 
fold knowledge, afterwards exhibited. He 
himself has declared, that he learned more 
from Mr. Burke than from all others. Even 
if he had not made that declaration, it would 
be very probable that he derived great be-^ , 
nefit from intercourse with such a man as 
Burke: that the power of rapid acquirement 

« 

would be successfully exerted, when there 
was within its reach such a multiplicity of 
the most valuable stores. It is evident that, 
from the beginning of liis conne6lioh with 
Burke, his speeches, in a very short time> 
displayed much greater copiousness of matter 
and enlargement of political views. From 
that period also he often expatiated much 
more than formerly from the question at 
issue, diredling his arguments fully as much 
against the measures, cosidu^yandchsac^ter 



of the Minister and- his coadjutors in the 
lump, as for or against the specific propo- 
sition brought forward. 

Fox's parliamentary efforts, during the 
American war, formed a second epoch in his 
oratorial and political history, when first- 
rate powers had abimdant materials. 

Mr, Fox had first been a Lord of the Ad- 
miralty ; afterwards a Lord of the Treasury : 
but, opposing Government, in i774, was. 
dismissed. He had, some time before, be- 
gun to associate with several members of 
Opposition ; and had been, by the sympathy • 
of genius j attra6led to Burke. Lord North 
had repeat'cdly represented to him the sus- 
picions to which his, association wjth op-v 
posers of Government gave rise. * If,' said 
he, * we see a woman frequently coming out 
of a bagnio, we cannot swear she is not vir- 
tuous ; yet we should judge of her from her 
company.' Finding that, notwithstanding 
his expostulations, Charles still assofciated , 
with the same gentlemen, Lord North pro- 

z 3 
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cured his dismissal, . very abniplly, from 
office. Fox, although in his disposition 
candid, liberal, and of the -most expanded 
benevolence, yet, in his temper, feeling and 
irritable, was filled with resentment at the ■ 
mode of his dismission, which he imputed to 
Lord North ; and from that time became 
a most strenuous and formidable opponent 
of the Minister. From this period we are 
to date Charles James Fox's conversion to 
Whiggism, Far am i from imputing his 
change of principle to that change in his 
situation. His intimacy with Mr. Burke, 
probably, had great influence in the for- 
mation of the political creed which he then 
admitted. One of the principal features in 
Fox's character is openness. In every part 
of his public condudl", and, indeed, of his 
private, boldness and decision have been pro- 
minent. Whether the ends which he pur- 
sued were usefid or hurtful, there was no 
artifice, no petty intrigue, no duplicity in 
the means : whether all was fair or not, at 
least, all was above board. Such a chara6ler 
was totally unfit for the tricks and swpple- 



ness of a mere coiirtier. . The greatness of 
his mind was as incompatible with the fri- 
volity of court etiquette, as his openness 
with the duplicity of court artifice. 

The proceedings respecSling America 
opened a wide field of opposition. Although 
Fox attacked the measures of Administration 
in general, yet the principal butt of his 
eloquence was the NOBLE lord in the blue 

RIBBON. 

Fox, perfectly master of every kind and 
mode of argument, true and sophistical, 
close and loose, modelled his reasonings ac- 
cording to those of his principal opponent* 
Lord North, though a very ready, and, in- 
deed, a very able reasoner, was by no means 
close. His arguments, though generally 
sufficiently logical, had not mathematical 
gradation and connedlion. He did not keep 
one obje6l before him, and^move diredlly to- 
wards it, without deviating to thp right or 
left. He was diffuse and expat iatory. Fox, 
like one of those great genferals who could 

Z 4 
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readily adapt the tallies best fitted for those 
of an opposing general, in his speeches 
against J^ord North expatiated into a very 
wide field. The closeness of a future op^ 
ponent has since lessened his expatiation, 
andhy contj-adling its dif^^ion, strengthened 
his eloquence, as I sliall afterwards have oe-» 
casion to mention. Fox, during the Ame^r 
rican war, was a more informed and more 
energetic speaker than before ; and now is 
a more informed, more compacted, more 
energetic speaker than during his political 
campaigns against Lord Nqrth, though still 
often top expat iatpry. 

Among many extraordinary excellencies; 
in the eloquence of Fox is his power of sim- 
. plification. However intricate or complicated 
a subje^ may be, he unravels and unfolds it 
so perfe6tly as to make it intelligible to the 
most ordinary hearer. He strips Truth of 
every dress, that, from either artifice or 
negligence, might conceal her real form ; 
i nd displays her naked nerves and sinews. 
Like Demosthenes, the excellence of his 
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speeches consists in ;essenti^ls ; in clearly 
stating important fa6ls, in adducing and 
impressing forcible argument's. His orations 
are addressed almost exclusively to the unr 
derstanding. In imagery he •frequently, 
deals ; btit his are the images of illustration 
more than of embellishment. Like De- 
mosthenes, he can call i» humour and wit ; 
but they are called in as au^^iliaries, and not 
suffered to aft as principals. So extensivq 
and variegated is lijs knowledge, th^t he 
overcomes professional men, not only in the 
principles, (for that, in such a man as Fox, 
would not be surprising) but in the'tech-^, 
nical details of their peculiar knowledge. 
His V arrangement is evidently not studied ; 
thoughts rise so rapidly in his mind that it 
would be impossible for him to adhere to 
any preconceived order. His disposition is, 
however, the result of a mind that is com^ 
prehensive, as well as rapid and energetic : 
it is^ sufficiently luminous to convey to his 
hearers the differeiit parts and relations of 
the most complicated sul5Je6ls. His style is 
that which a powerful understandings aftd 
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a thorough knowledge of the language, 
without any ufieftation, produces. He 
eourtsHfteither elegance lior harmony ; but is 
nofr*^ deficient in those secondary qualities. 
The primary qualities of language, clearness, 
force, and appro'priation, characterize his 
speeches. Without rhetorical flourishes and 
gaudy ornaments, his language is merely a 
vehicle of feeling and thought. 

American affairs occyipied the principal 
attention of Ministry and Opposition during 
the session of 1774. In all the colonies the 
lapding of the tea had been resisted ; so that 
all shared in the criminality for which thp 
port of Boston had been blocked/ The Bos- 
tonians, on hearing of the resolutions of the 
British Parliament, were at first alarmed ; 
but on finding that their neighbours were 
resolved to support them, became more firm 
and determined in their opposition to the 
mother country. The assembly of Virginia 
set the example of making the cause of 
Boston a common cause of the colonies/ 
They represented the parliamentary mea* 



sures as in truth an attack oft all the colonies, 
and as of a tendency destru6live to the 
rights and liberties of all, unless efFe6lu^lly . 
resisted. To inflame the minds of the people, 
they appointed the first of June, the day on 
which the bill was to commence, as a day of 
fast and humiliation, * to implore the Divine 
interposition to avert the heavy calamity 
which threatened destruftion to their civil 
rights, with the evils of civil war, and to 
give one heart and mind to the people, firmly 
to oppose every injury to the American 
rights/ The other, colonies coinciding in 
sentiment, and adopting the measures of 
Massachuset and Virginia, committees of 
correspondence were established between 
the several provinces, and a plan wias pro-^ 
posed for holding a general congress to de- 
liberate on such measures as the common, 
interest of America might require. 

The congress was held at . Philadelphia, 
consisting of delegates chosen from all the 
other colonies, except Georgia. Although 
the colonies were not all equally violent Iq 
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every particular, they all, agreed in con- 
demning the Boston-port bill, the consequent 
laws respecting Miissachuset's Bay, and in 
denying the light oi Britain to tax the co- 
lonies. They published a declaration on the 
State of the affairs in Massachuset, declaring 
tlieir approbation of the condu6^ of the 
Bostonians, recommending perseverance in 
the plan of conduct; they had hitherto pur- 
sued, and contributions to compensate for 
the evils they had already suffered from their 
spirit of resistance. They published also a 
petition to the King, an address to the 
People of Great Britain, and an address to 
the ColcnieSj all brcatliing the same spirit 
of repugnance to the authority of Parlia- 
jnent ; also a declaration of rights and griev- 
ances, claiming, as a )nost important pri- 
vilege, the exclusive power of legislating ior 
themselves in all cases whatsoever. 

These were the resolutions made public ; 
but it appeared, from the measures adopted 
in the several colonies, after the breaking up 
of the congvess, that liostiliiies were already 
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proposed. Arms and warlike stores were 
openly provided, and resistance to the motKer 
country, by open force, became the subjedl 
of common conversation. The Americans 
also, entered into an association, to suffer no 
trade, import or export, with Britain, or any 
of her possessions, until the obnoxious laws 
ishould be repealed, and the ri^ht of taxation 
renounced. Such were the consequences of ' 
the Boston-port bill, and the subsequent 
measures of the British legislature ; conse- 
quences very different from the expe6lations 
of the Ministry, but fulfilling the predic- 
tions of Burke. 

I 

While these things were going on in 
America, great apprehensions .were enter- 
tained in Britain, by merchants trading to 
the colonies, of th^ eff^dls which the dis- 
putes would produce to commerce. Petitions 
were laid before Parliament by several bodies 
of traders, repteseiiting the great losses 
they had already sustained from the sus- 
pension ,of traffic with America, the im^ 

mense sums that ^ w»e owmg them from thai 

1^ 
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quarter, and the ruin that must accrue to 
them, unless intercourse should be again 
ojiened with the colonies. 

Among the trading and manufa(5lurlng 
towns which had been affefted by the Ame- 
rican disputes, Birmingham was one of those 
which felt them most severely, and had most 
anxiously petitioned the House to take their 
case into consideration. The petition was 
ably supported by Mr. Burke, but unsuc- 
cessfully. The petitioners expressed their 
gratitude In the following letter : 

TO EDMUND BUKKE. ESQ. 
iiR, Birmingbam, Feb. 8, 1775, 

* 7^ merchants and mamjatlurers having a 
principal share in the American trade from tf.>is 
town and neighbourhood ^ beg your acceptance, 
through our bands,, of their warmest acknow' 
ledgements for your liberal support of. our petition 
to the Honourable House of Commons, wherein 
are staled the evils we already feel, and the 
greater we have yet to apprehend, from a cori' 



timed stagnation^ of so important a branch of our 
commerce as that with North America. 

* At the same time we also unite in expressing 
our particular thanks for the motion * you was 
pleased to make for an enquiry into thf manner 
of both the late petitions from the town of Bir-^ 
mingham having been obtained ; an enquiry which 

scarcely could have failed to give some useful in- 
telligence, and to hopefully justified our appli- 
cation to Parliament at so critical a juncture. 

* We cannot wonder. Sir, that defamation 
should have made its appearance on such an oc^ 
casion as this, which is the notorious evidence of 
a zveak cause, and whose mischiefs, we are per- 
suaded, will be as transient as its efforts were 
intemperate. We only take the liberty, therefore, 
of adding our sincere wishes, that you mayftl 
your distinguished place in the British senate 9 and 
that your persevering endeavours to preserve the 
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♦ From Birminghain » petition, agreeably to Ac views' 
of Ministry, had been presented to the House. Burke 
moved an inquiry might be made concerning the two pe- 
titions, to ascertairi which spo|te the sense of Cipe people. 



rights of the suhjeB, tg maintain ihi proSpeniy 
of our commerce, and to secure the trahqulUiiy 
of this extensive empire, may meet zvitb a success 
adequate to the patrinlic zeal %vith which they are 
animaled. Being, idth the greatest regard. 

Sir, 

Tour most obliged. 

And obedient Servants, 

S. FRiTIl, T. WILKIMSON, T. MARTIN, 

J. KETTLE, J. IIICHAHDS, G. RUSKEL, 

T. TWrGO, J. SMITH, J. Wl'LCHi 

\V, RUSBEL, W. WtLCH, T. UlNGHANT, 

R. HABNER, J. RICHAKUS, J. WA IFOKD/ 

To the petitions tlie Minister and liis 
fiiends paid no great attention ; determined 
to persist in tlie plan of taxing America, 
they disregarded everj' consideration adduced 
to shew its impoHcy. 

An address was voted to his Ma'iesty, de- 
claring America ^o be in a state of rebellion. 
It was followed by several resolutions, de- 
claratory, of a determination to coerce. 
Burke made a stand at every post, with his 
able phalanx ; but was overpowered by 



numbers. Tbe petitions of the various bo- 
dies of merchants were referred to a com* 
mittee, which Burke called a committee of 
oblivion. A petition was presented by the 
American agents, the chief of whom was the 
great Franklin, from the American Congress 
to the King, and referred by his Majesty to 
the House. Franklin aod his brother agents 
requested to be heard in support of the pe- 
tition. Burke exerted his eloquence to pro- 
cure them a hearing, but in vain. 

While the Ministry were pursuing every 
measure that could tend to alienate the colo- 
nies, they professed to wish for conciliation. 
Lord North moved, that when any of the 
colonies should offer, according to their 
abilities, to raise, under the authority of its 
assembly, the due proportion for the com- 
mon defence, and for the support of civii 
government. Parliament should forbear tax- 
ing that province. The obje6l of this pro- 
position was evidently to detach some of the 
provinces from the combination : — it was a 
half measure, an attempt to compromise the 
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difference, when it was plain, from the very 
beginning, that there was no medium be- 
tween coercion and abandonment. 11' tlie 
Ministry were before right, they conceded 
by Far too much ; if wrong, too hitle. This 
fluiluation of counsels, this mixture of sooth- 
ing and irritating measures, had uniformly 
marked the administration of Lord North, 
and as uniformly been unsuccessful. Burke's 
comprehensive wisdom objeflcd to tJie pre- 
sent resolution as insufficient, and his sa- 
gacity foresaw that it would be inefte6l'aal. 
The event justified his prediftions : the 
Congress reje6led the proposition as only a 
proffered suspension df the mode, not a re- 
nunciation of the right, of levying taxes. 

That venerable statesman, who, in the 
vigour of his age, had carried the glory of 
his country to a height unknown in the 
annals of British history, now, in the decline 
of life, and oppressed with distemper, made 
an effort to prevent a war between the 
parent state and her colonies. The piercing 
eye of Chatham saw the danger, with all the 
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probable circumstances which wquM ac- 
company it, and the consequences that 
would follow : in dissensions with America 
he perceived the seeds of foreign war. 
' France and Spain/ said he, * are watching 
your conduft, and waiting for the maturity 
of your errors/ To ward off such evils, the 
wise patriot proposed to cut up the root 
from wliich they were likely to spring, and 
to conciliate America, by placing her on 
exa6lly the same footing on which she had 
stood before the introdudlion of the new 
system. 

He supported his motion by a force of 
reasoning and eloquence hot unworthy of 
the days of his own greatest energy. Hi^ 
attempt was unavailing : his isotion was re^ 
je6led by a great majority. 

N 
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Burke was, meanwhile, employed ia 
.making the most minute and extensive in- 
quiries into the physical and moral state of 
America, fyota ^\ those who, from situation 
^nd ability, were qiialified to give him the 
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nwst coinplete information and justcst views* 
He had been some years before appointed 
agent for New York, and maintained a close 
intercoiuse with many of the colonists, and 
also with the American agents in London, 
especially with Dr. Franklin. From all that 
he could learn or judge, he formed the con- 
clusion, that an attempt to subjugate the 
colonies would be imprafticablc : concili- 
ation, therefore, he still persisted to recom- 
mend. 

March 22, 177,5, he laid before the House 
thirteen resolutions for reconcilement. Wav- 
ing the discussion of right, he confined 
himself to expediency. He proceeded upon 
a principle admitted by the wisest legis- 
lators, that government must be adapted to 
the nature and situation of the people for 
whose benefit it is exercised. Instead of re- 
curring to abstrafil ideas of the rights of 
man, he'considered the circumstance, modes 
of thinking, dispositions, and principles of 
a6lion of those men in particular, the treat- 
ment of whom was the subjeff of delibe- 
ration. • 



He proposed that the Americans should 
tax themselves by their own representatives* 
in their own assemblies, agreeably to the 
former usage, and to the analogy of the 
British constitution; and that all a6ls im- 
posing duties should be repealed* * Peace/ 
he observes, * implies reconciliation ; and 
where there has been a mutual dispute, re- 
conciliation always implies concession on 
some side/ He considers first whether Bri- 
tain ought to concede ; and after establishing, 
by the strongest arguments, the wisdom of 
concession, he next proceeds to inquire what 
concession she ought to make. On the first 
question, guided by the riile of legislative 
policy that I have above stated, he takes 
one of those wide ranges in which his ex- 
pansive understanding so much excelled. 
As, in the speech on American taxation, he 
had presented a complete history of the 
policy of this country respefting the colo- 
nies ; in this he considers the internal state 
of America, physical, moral, religipus, and 
political. His reasoning for conciliation, 
even at the expence of concession, is takea 
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from two great sources, — the advantaj;es 
which had accrued, and would continue to 
accrue, to this country from their rapidly 
increasing prosperity, if we were on ami- 
cable terms : and, from their power of re- 
sistance, if we should attempt force, he sur- 
veys the population of the colonies, their 
agriculture, and commerce. 

Here he shews the amazing versatility of 
his powers, and the industry with which he 
mastered the most minute and intricate de- 
tails. To display the great increase of the 
commerce of America, he gave a comparative 
statement of the export trade to the colonies in 
1704- and in 1772 ; arid a comparative statement 
of the export trade to the colonies in 111?, and to 
the zvhole world in \1 04! : demonstrating, from 
acknowledged vouchers, that the trade to 
America in 1772 amounted to 6,024,171 1, and 
in 1704, to S69,93oL and consequently had 
risen in the proportion of eleven to one. 
- He also shews that the trade to the colonies 
in 1772 was in the proportion of twelve to 
thirteen of the trade to the whole world in 
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1704, which was 6,509,000/- This detail 

m 

he apphes to prove the vast commjercial im- 
pertance of the colonies to Britain. 

The increase was so riapid, that sagacity 
would not have anticipated it as probable^^ 
in the usual course of events. * It happened 
within sixty-eight years, >yithin the period 
of the Hfe of man ; in the remembrance of 
men still alive, and who in 170 4- were of 
sufficient age to be acquainted with the com- 
merce of their country/ These cSould hardly 
have believed it possible, that in their life- 
time the trade of Britain with America 
should come to equaLthat which there was, 
then, with the whole world. Here his 
imagination soared to a very grand poetical 
vision. * My Lord Bathurst* might re- 
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* That enlightened, benevolent, and engaging man was 
then above ninety. IJis health wa$ so firm and vigorous, 
that he used to sit up to enjoy the pleasures of social con- 
versation for several hours after his son. The Lord Chan- 
cellor's more dehcate tempwament obliged him to go to bed. 
After Lord Apsley's departure for the night, the venerable 
peer used to call for the other bottle, and say, ' come, my 
friends, let us votJNG men drink to the repose of the old 
gentleman that ha& left us.' - ^ 
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member all the stages of the progress. 
He was in 1704? of an age, at least, to be 
made to comprehend such thing?. He was 
then old enough, aSla parentumjam legere, et 
qua siU potent cognoscere virtus. Suppose, 
Sir, that the Angel of this auspicious youth, 
foreseeing the many virtues, which made 
him one of the most amiable as he is one 
of the most fortunate men of his age, had 
opened to him in visioni that, when, in the 
fourth generation, the third Prince of the 
House of Brunswick had sat twelve years on 
the throne of that nation, which (by the 
happy issue of moderate and healing coun- 
sels) was to be made Great Britain, he 
should see his son, Lord Chancellor of 
England, turn back the current of here- 
ditary dignity to its fountain, and raise him 
to an higher rank of peerage, whilst he en- 
riched the family with a new one. If, amidst 
these bright ^nd happy scenes of domesYic 
honour and prosperity, that Angel should 
have drawn up the curtain, and unfolded 
the rising glories of his country, and whilst 
he was gazing with admiration oo the then 



commercial grandeur of England, the Ge- 
nius should point out to him a little speck, 
scarce visible in the mass of the national in* 
terest, a small seminal principle rather than 
a formed body, and should tell him* — Young 
man, there is America, which at this day 
serves for little more than to amuse you 
with stories of savage meij and uncouth 
manners; yet shall, beforp you taste of 
deathy shew itself equal to the whole of that 
.commerce which now attradts the envy of 
the- world. Whatever England has been 
growing to by a progressive increase of im- 
provement, brought in by varieties of people, 
by succession of civilizing settlements, in a 
series of seventeen hundred years; you shall 
see as much added to her by America in the 
course of a single life ! — If this state of his 
had been foretold to him, would it not re- 
quire all the sanguine credulity of jouth, 
and all the fervid glow of enthusiasm, \o 
make him believe it? Fortunate man, he 
has lived to .see it ! Fortunate indeed, if he 
lives to see nothing that shall vary the pro*- 
spe6l, and cloud the setting of this day T 
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He proceeds to the agriculture and fisheries 
oi the colonies, details their flourishing state, 
draws a general conclusion of the value of 
America ; and argues that force is by no 
neans an effeflual mode of securing to Bri- 
tain so valuable a possession. 

He next enters into the charafier of the 
Americans, their spirit of liberty ; arising, 
first, from descent : ' The people of the 
fX>\on\QsdLTe descended of Englishmen. England, 
Sir, is a nation which, I'hope, still respecls, 
and formerly adored, her freedom. Tlie 
colonists emigrated from you when this part 
of their charafter was predominant ; end 
they took this bias and dire(5lion the moment 
they parted from your hands. They are 
therefore riot only devoted tq liberty, but to 
liberty according to English ideas and on 
English principles.' From thence, he says, 
the Americans inferred, that tliey must pos- 
sess the power of granting their own money. 
• From England the colonies draw, as with 
their life-blood, these ideas and principles.' 
In the opinion which they, as the descen- 
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dants of free Englishmen, entertain, they 
were confirmed by the form of their pro- 
vincial legislative assemblies allowed by BriT 
tain. * Their governments were in the 
highest degree popular/ 

' He proceeds to shew the influence of their 
religion (that is, among the northern colo- 
nies, where the inhabitants were principally 
Protestant dissenters) in noiurishing. the 
spirit of liberty. * If,' says he, « any thing 
were wanting to this necessary opera,tion of 
the form of government, religion w^ould 
have given it the complete effedl: religion^ 
always a principle of energy in this new 
people, is no way worn out or impaired; 
and their mode of professing it is also one 
main cause of this free spirit. The people 
are Protestants ; and of that kind, which is 
the most adverse to all implicit submission • 
of mind and opinion. This is a persuasion 
not only favourable to liberty, but built 
upon it. I do not think, Sir, that the reason 
of this averseness, in the dissenting churches, 
from all that looks like absolute governr^ 



mcnt, is so much to be sought in their re- 
ligious tenets as in their history. Every 
one knows, that the Roman Catholic religion 
is at least coeval with most of the govern- 
ments where it prevails ; that it has gene- 
rally gone hand in hand with them, and re- 
ceived great favour, and every kind of sup- 
port, from authority. The church of Eng- 
land, too, was formed, from her cradle, 
under the nursing care of regular govern- 
ment. But the dissenting interests have 
sprung up in dire6l opposition to all the 

ordinary powers of the world, and could 
justify that opposition only on a strong claim 
to natural liberty. Their very existence de- 
pended on the powerful and unremitting 
assertion of that claim. All protestantism, 
even the most cold and passive, is a sort of 
dissent. But the religion most prevalent in 
our northern colonies is a refinement on the 
principle of resistance ; it is the diffidence of 
dissent, and the protestantism of the Pro- 
testant religion. This religion, under a 
variety of denominations, agreeing in no- 
thing but in the communion of the spirit of 



liberty, is predominant in most of the nor* 
thern provinces. The colonists left England 
when this spirit was high ; and in the emi- 
grants highest of all/ The manners of the 
southern provinces, he contendsi have the 
same efFe6l with the religion of the northern. 
Here he makes a very ingenious and pro- 

found observation ; that in whatever country, 

« 

of which the bulk of the people is free, and 
yet there are many slaves, domestic or pre- 
dial, the spirit of liberty is more high and 
haughty, than in those countries in which 
there are no human beings in that state of 
degradation. This remark is justified by 
the history of Greece and Rome. In all the 
provinces, he shews that the mode of edu- 
cation, and the remoteness from enslaved 

nations, increases their love of freedom. 

« 

The spirit of liberty being from a multi- 
plicity of causes, some physical, and most 
of them moral, very strong, he argUed, that 
it must be treated in one of three ways : it 
must either be changed, as mconvenient, by 
removing its causes ; prt>secuted, as criminal ; 



C 86fi ] 

or, thirdly, be complied with, as necessary. 
One means proposed by the friends of Go- 
vernment for repressing tlie power of Ame- 
rica, was to \\ithhold future grants of land, 
and so check population. The futility of 
this projedt he demonstrated : the people, 
he said, had already occupied much land 
without grants, and even if Britain had 
force to drive them from some parts, they 
■would occupy others : * they would soon 
forget a government by which they were 
disowned ; would become hordes of EnghsU 
Tartars, and, pouring down on your un- 
fortified frontiers a fierce and irresistible 
cavalry, become masters of your governors 
and counsellors, your colle6lors and comp- 
trollers, and of all the slaves that adhered to 
them. Such would, and, in no long time, 
must be, the efFe<5l of attempting to forbid 
as a crime, and to suppress as an evil, the 
command and blessing of Providence — " In- 
crease and multiply." Such would be the 
happy result of an endeavour to keep, as a 
lair of wild beasts, that earth which God, 
by. an express charter, has given to the 
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children of men. To impoverish the colo- 
nies in general, and in particular to arrest 
the noble course of their marine enterprises, 
would not be so impra6licable/ * But\ 
says he, * we have colonies for no purpose 
but to be serviceable to us ; it seems pre- 
posterous to make them unserviceable, in 
order to keep them obedient/ He contends 
that the teipper and chara6ler of the colo- 
nies are unalterable by any human art. * But 
let us,' proceeds he, ^ suppose iHl these 
moral difficulties got over. The ocean re- 
mains. You cannot pump this dry ; and as 
long as it continues in its present bed, so 
long all the causes which weaken authority 
by distance will continue. " Ye Gods, an- 
nihilate but space and time, and make two 
lovers happy V* was a pious and passionate 
prayer; but just as reasonable as many of 
the serious wishes of very gt^ve and solemn 
politicians.'" 

The second mode of breaking the stub- 
born spirit of the Americans, by prosecuting 
it as criminal, he exposes as impossible in 



the execution, and consequently absurd in 
the attempt. * 1/ says he, ' do not know 
the method of drawing up an indiftment 
against a whole people/ He went on to 
other efFedls which might be expefted from 
perseverance in an endeavour which the co- 
lonies would resist. From a contest with 
America he predifted that there would ensiia 
a rupture with European powers, and a 
general war. After adducing every argu- 
ment that genius, informed by knowledge, 
and guided by wisdom, could invent to in- 
cline Britain to ccmciliation, even at the ex- 
pence of concession, he proceeds to consider 
what this country ought to concede. His 
general principle is, that to conciliate, we 
should rescind all the a6ls which had tended 
to alienate An^erica. He illustrates, by a very 
accurate narrative, the operation of the 
several laws, and examines the arguments 
by which they had been supported in Par- 
liament ; shews the futility of the reasoning 
and the contrariety of the efFe6t$ to its an- 
ticipations. Wisdoni is simple in her pro* 
cess, she judges of the future from the past. 



The sum of fiurke's reasonirtg, froffl his 
Complete history,, id this: * By your .old 
mode of treating the colonies, they were 
well affected to you, and you derived from 
then! immense and rapidly increasing ad>^ ' 
Vantage: by your new mode they are ilK^ 
afFedled to you ; you have obstru6led and 
prevented thei emolument. I recommend to 
you to returil from the measures by which 
you now lose, to those by whidi you for*., 
merly gained/ 

* I do not eJ^amine, whether the giving 
a Way a man's money be a power excepted 
and reserved out of the general trust of 
government ; and how far all mankind, , in 
all forms of polity, -are entitled to an exer* 
cise of that right by the chartef of nature. 
Or whether, on the contrary, a right of 
taxatiort is necessarily involved in the general 
principle of legislation*, and inseparable from 
the ordinary supreme power.' These are 
deep questions, whef% great names militate 
against each others 'where reason is per* 
plexed; and an app^J to authorities - only 
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thickens the confusion. For high and re- 
verend authorities lift up their heads on 
both sides ; and there is no sure footing in 
tlie middle. This point is the great 6>r- 
bonian bog^ betwixt Damiata and Mount Casius 
old, where armies whole have sunk. 1 do not 
intend to be overwhelmed in that bog, 
though in such respe<5lable company. The 
cjuestion with me is, not whether you have 
a right to render your people miserable ; 
but whether it is not your interest to make 
them happy? It is not what a lawyer tells 
me, r^woy do; but what humanity, reason, 
and justice, tell me, I ought to do.' 

In many of Burke's speeches imagination 
occupies a great share ; passion in not a few. 
This is the Speech of calm wisdom, drawing 
from the most extensive information the 
most salutary conckisions, and recommend- 
ing: the most beneficial condu6l. From the 
speech on American taxation, combined 
\*ith this, a reader may derive more ac- 
quaintance with the history and impolicy of 
our contest with America, than from any 
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Other publication ; he will see the fafts and 
the reasonings in close connection, so as to 
form one great chain. 

This oration, that on taxirig America, and 
indeed every produdtion of Burke, shew the 
absurdity of the opinion of the author of 
the Memoirs, that Burke seldom spoke to 
the understanding. His discourses and 
writings convey more of united information 
and instrxi6lion than are to be found in those 
of any orator or statesman whose speeches 
have been published. There are, no doubt, 
orators whose orations are. diredled as closely 
to the point at issue ; but where are there 
any which exhibit such a multiplicity of 
knowledge, and so profound' acquaintance 
with human nature, intelle6lual, moral, re- 
ligious, social, civil, and political ? From 
what senator's speeches can there be formed 
such a system of wise and pra6lical ethics 
as may be deduced from his? I may be 
wrong in this opinion ; but until it be proved 
that there have been or are speeches con- 
taining equally extensive and multiform 

Bb2 
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knowledge ; equally -ptofoiind philosophy ; 
equally momentous and beneficial instruc- 
tion, I am justified in concluding myself to 
be in the right. 1 have prerused the orations 
of Cicero, of Demosthenes, of Fox, of both 
the Pitts, Mansfield, and other eminent 
orators J and though I think that each of 
them ia equal to Burke in several consti- 
tuents of eloquence, yet none of them, ex- 
traordinary as' each of them is for genius 
and oratorical powers, communicate to the 
reader and hearer so great a quantity of 
new and important, particular and general 
truths. ' [ 

From the terms m which Burke speaks of 
the principles of the diijsenters and the 
American spirit of liberty, it has been as- 
serted that he wa5 more favourable to dis- 
senters than t() the church, and had con- 
ceived republican ideas di freedom. This 
opinion (if rt be really an opinion, and net 
merely pretended to be so, in order to 
charge him with inconsistency) is maintained 
Qn passa^s taken; from this speech more 
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than on any other grounds. But if we im- 
partially examine what he says of both the* 
^ spirit of religion and liberty among the Ameri- 
cans, we find that he does not praise either ; 
' he only states their existence, and describes 
their efFe6ls. They were very powerful 
moral causes of the repugnance of the Ame- 
ricans to submit to British legislation. It is 

on that account that he shews their naturei 

» 

and operation. He does not represent them 
as objects of approbation, but as motives to 
a certain conduct. He does not say the 
principles of _ the dissenters are better tlian 
those of the church,- or the republican 
spirit of American freedom is more agreeable 
to the rijrhts of man- than the more modcr 
rate spirit of English freedom : he says th^ 
dissenters of America are inspired with a 
strong spirit of liberty, which, with other 
causes, render them unyielding to British 
authority. The difficulty of coercing men 
. so mspired is great, and, with their phy- 
sical advantages, probably unsurmountable ; 
or if surmountable, with an expence and 
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loss beyond the value of the obje6l : the at- 
tempt, therefore; is unwise ; and instead of 
it he proposes conciliation. 

Happy had it been for this nation, happy 
for mankind, if his opinions, do6lrines, and 
plans had been reduced to practice I His 
propositions were negatived by a great ma- 
jority : pauci ac Jerme optimus Hannoni assert- 
serunt ; sed ut hlerumque Jit, optimos plurimi 
vicerunt. 

Mrs. Piozzi, in her Anecdotes of Johnson, 
tells us, that when she ventured, even be- 
fore the Do6lor himself, to applaud with 
rapture the passage in the speech concerning 
Lord Bathurst and the Angel, the Do6\or 
said, * had I been in the house, I would have 
answered \\ thus : 

* Suppose, Mr. Speaker, that to Wharton, 
or to Marlborough, or to any of the emi- 
nent Whigs of the last age, the Devil had, 
not with any great impropriety, consented 
to appear, he would perhaps in somewhat 



^ b. 



like these words have commenced the con- 
versation : 



" You seem, my Lord, to be concerned at 
the judicious apprehension, that while you 
are sapping the foundations of royalty at: 
home, and propagating here the dangerous 
doctrine of resistance, the distance of Ame- 
rica may secure its inhabitants from your 
arts, though a6live : but I will unfold . to 
you the gay prospedls of futurity. This 
people, now so innocent and harmless, shall 
draw the sword against their mother coun- 
try, and bathe its point ia the blood of 
their benefa6lors. This people, now con- 
tented with a little, shall then refuse to 
spare what they themselves confess they 
could not miss ; and these. ,men, now so 
honest and so grateful," shall, in return -for 
peace ^ and for protection, fee their vile 
agents in the house of parliament, there to 
sow the seeds of sedition, and propagate 
confusion, perplexity, and pain. Be not 
dispirited, then, at the contemplation of 
their present happy state. -I promise you 
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that anarchy, poverty, and death shall bo 
my care, be carried even across the spacious 
Atlantic, and settle in America itself, the 
Wire consequences of our beloved whiggism ." 

If this parody be corre^ly transcribed by 
Mr, Piozzi, I cannot help ^ thinking it in- 
ferior to the usual produ6li6ns of the sage. 
It is also less able than the passage it is in- 
tended to ridicule^ Burke's Angel, the ad -^ 
voc^te of whiggism, by holding forth tho 
am^azing increase of prosperity that was to 
follow its prodonVinancy, describes wh«it was 
to take place under that free governinent 
which good spirits *apprgve. Johnson's 
Devil is a Tory in his hea,rt, The Deyil 
<:alls the doctrine pf resistanqe dangerous j 
terms opposition to aits, whigh Whigs 
thought oppressive/ sedition ; ^nd the de^- 
fenders pf the oppresiied the vile agents of 
sedition, Tiiough the Devil, therefore, pro^ 
fesses to love whiggism, he speaks the lan-r 
giiage of a T9ry. ' The Devil is also out iii 
point of history. The principles of liberty, 
which Sulm sails d(;ng^}:o{is^ e^^istqd in Ame-r 



r 377 ] 

rica long before the^ time of Wharton and 
Marlborough. Johnson was ^o bigotted a 
Tory, that he makes even the Pevil himself 
the reviler of whiggism. 

About this time Dr. Johnson published 
his pamphlet, entitled ^ Taxation no Ty- 
ranny,' which may be in many respedls con- 
sidered as an answer to Burke's celebrated 
speech on taxing America. The high xhurchi 
bigotry, which freguently sent a cloud over 
the bright mind of the illustrious sage, pre- 
vented his political essays from having that 
supferlative excellence which rtiarks his criti- 
cisms and ethics. His views on subje6ls of 
government are partial, and want that en- 
larged comprehensiveness which distin-»- . 
guishes his other writings. The usual per- 
spicacity of his mind seems dimmed by the 
prejudices of education. His reasoning not 
only wants his general expansion, but his' 
general acutenesij and precision. Indeed, 
wherever politics interfered, his estimates of 
tiHith, cond\i6t, and chara6ler, ?ippear er- , 
roneous. What but the perversion of pre* 
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jutlice could abominate William, tlie de- 
liverer of this country, regard the con- 
temptible weakness of the priest-riddcii 
James, or pfaise the abandoned, unprin- 
cipled profligate, his brother ? — a prince, 
who evidently considered subjeds in no 
other light, than as men whose industry and 
property were to' be lavished in affording 
him the means of gross debauchery. 

This pamphlet of Johnson partook of the 
prejudice which could ascribe great merit tp 
Cliai'les IK He sets out with assuming a 
position as an axiom, which is not only not 
self-evident, but not true, taken absolutely ; 
true only with certain modifications: — That 
the supreme pvu-er of erery commumty has tie 
right of requiring from aV its suhje^s such co!t~ 
i/ibutions as are necessary to the public safety or 
public prosperity. By the British constitution, 
the supreme power of the community has 
not the right of levying contributions from 
its subje£ls, as suhjeSts, but as rriembcrs of 
an established society, delegating to indi- 
viduals, chosen by themselves, the power 
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of levying contributions. The agent assesses 
for the general interest, by permission of 
the employer ; the employer acquiesces, 
when he finds that general interest to be the 
obje6l, and marks his judgrpent of theex^- 
ercise of the delegated . power by the conw 
tinuance or discontinuance of the agent, 
when the specified term of the trust is ex- 
pired. By the British constitution, consent 
of the taxee, immediate or mediate, is ne- 
cessary to constitute a legitimate tax. John- 
son considers Britain and America as sove- 
reign and subje6l, not as different members 
of a free -tstat?, held together by and >for 
mutual interest ; and as members of a free 
state, suffering partial restraint for general 
good, for their own good, and not the good 
of others exclusive of theirs. In order to 
ridicule the- resistance of America, Johnson 
suppowses Cornwall to resolve to separate it- 
self from the rest of England, and to re- 
fuse to submit to an Iftiglish Parliament ; 
holding a congress at Truro, and publishing 
resolutions similar to those of the Ameri--- 
cans. ^ Would not such a declaration ap- 
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^car to come from madmen ?' The cases are 
not analogous: Cornwall is fully represented 
in Parliament, consequently could not have 
that reason for resisting our legislature. 
If we were to suppose Parliament absurd 
and wicked enough to make laws depriving 
Cornwall of the most valuable privileges of 
Britons, witiiout any demerit, the Cornish- 
men would have a right to resist that a.&, 
because oppressive, unconstitutional, and 
unjust. As to the cxpedieixy of exerting 
the right of resistance, the case would be 
very diHerent between Cornwall and Ame- 
rica; Cornwall being both much weaker 
and much nearer than the colonics. It is 
impossible tljat the wisdom of Johnson could 
have meant this pretended analogy for rea- 
soning men. It might pass with mero 
courtiers, but would not convince statesmen^ 
even though prepossessed in favour of the 
cause. Its flimsincss a Dundas, a North, a 
Thurlow, a Wedderburne, and a Mansfield, 
would perceive as clearly as a Shelburne, n 
Camden, -a Gbatham, a Fox, or a Burke. 
Johnson considered the subjugation of Anie- 
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t*ic^> if it persevered in resistancej as cer- 
tain ; not refle6ling on the energetic spirit 
which inspires men fighting for what either* 
is, or they thir4jc, hberty. His predictions 
riespeiling the Americans pto\^ed false. 

In his political writings we find tod tnitch 
adherence to generalities^ to be praClieally 
beneficial • With the nk>st powerful mindy 
habituated to abstraction, . he reasons orf 
politics more as an able schoolman than as 
an able statesman. Btirke, with an equally 
strong understanding, as much accustomed 
to generalization, in reasoning on cdhdudt 
enters into a much more particular conside- 
ration of the a6taal cases> in all their cir-^ 

$ 

cumstances. 

In a conversation between Johnson aiidl 
ethers, Burke delivered his opinion on the 
effe61s of parliamentary elocjuence. Sir 
Joshua Reynolds said, * Mr. Burke^ I da 
not mean to flatter, biit when posterity 
reads one of your speeches in Parliament, it 
will be difficult to believe that you took so 
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much pains, knowing with certainty that it 
could produce no etfe6t, that not one vote 
would be gained by it/ • Waving,' replied 
Burke, ' your comphraent to me, I shall say 
in general, that it is very well worth while 
for a man to speak well in Parliament. One 
who has vanity speaks to display his talents ; 
and if a man speaks well, he gradually 
establishes a certain reputation and conse- 
quence in the general opinion, which sooner 
or later will have its political reward. Be- 
sides, though not one vote be gained, a good 
speech has its effeft. Though an a6l which 
has been ably opposed passes into a law, 
yet, in its progress, it is modelled, it is 
softened in such a manner, that we plainly 
see the Minister has been told that the 
members attached to him are so sensible of 
its injustice or absurdity, from what they 
have heard, that its must be altered. The 
House of Commons is a mixed body, I ex- 
cept tTie minority, which I hold to be pure, 
(smiling) but I take the whole bouse : it is 
a mass by no means pure ; but neither is it 
wholly corrupt, though there is in it a large 
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proportidn of corruption: there are many 
members, who generally go with the Mi- 
. nister, who will not go all lengths. There 
are many honest well-meaning country 
gentlemen^ who are in Parliament only to 
keep up the consequence of their families. 
Upon most of these a good speech will have 
influence. The majority, indeed, will al- 
ways follow where they are led/ 

Quo clamor vocal et turba f.ivejttium. 

■ 

Some one speaking of place-hunters, 
Burke proceeded, * Taking your metaphor, 
you know that in hunting, few are so des- 
perate as to follow without reserve ; some 
do not chuse to leap ditches and hedges, and 
risk their necks, gallop over steep precipices, 
or dirty themselves in bogs and mires/ 
Burke, on the same occasion, delivered his 
opinion concerning emigration. ^ We hear 
prodigious complaints at present of emi- 
gration. I am convinced that emigration 
makes a country more populous. Expor- 
tation of men, as of any other conimodities, 
makes more be produced. Leave breeders. 



and you will have more people than if thetn 
were no emigration/ Johnson observed^ 
* there will be more people if there are more 
breeders. Thirty cows in good pasture will 
produce more calves than ten cows, pro* 
vided they liave good bulls/ Burke an- 
swered, * there afe bulls enough in Ireland/ 

The club had now received great acces* 
sions of genius and literature. Mr. Gibbon, 
Mr. Sheridan, and Mr. FoX, became mem* 
bers» Fox was generally silent in the com* 
pany 0/ Johnson, That could not proceed 
from fear even of hi$ talents. Who was, or 
is, the man whose powers Charles Fox need 
fear ? His taciturnity^ probably, proceeded 
from a desire of information and instru6lion> 
which a young man, of equal abilites, might 
reap from the knowledge and experience of 
the old sage. Gibbon did not distinguish 
himself in the club: he disliked Johnson, 
and did not enter freely into conversation 
when he was present. This dislike was, 
perhaps, partly owing to tlie very great 
difference of their theological tenets ; and 
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as, with all his talents and learning, he had 
a considerable sliare of -vanity, probably in 
some degree to mortification , at the supe- ' 
riority which, he iriust have been conscious, 
Johnson and some more of the members 
possessed over even a Gibbon ^ - Johnson, 
besides, undervalued that species of Htet'ary 
effort in v^hich Gibbon excelled, and had 
' declared in his company that the greater 
part of what was called history was nothing 
but conje6lure. Boswell says, that Johason 

liad talked with disgust concerning Gibbon's 

« 

face, and* that the philosopher resented the 
attack on his beauty; but Boswell seems 
inclined to impute to him frivolous or bad 
motives. It is, however, certain that, what- 
ever might be the cause. Gibbon was re- 
served in the cluB ; and abstained from in- 
telle6lual contests. What he said was 
rather epigrammatic and sarcastic than re- 
plete with the ability and learning which 
his great literary monument has displayed. 

« 

It was Jphnson whb proposed Mr. She- 
ridan to be a member, saying, when he re- 
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commended him, * he who has written the 
best comedies of the age must be a conside- 
rable man/ Boswell considers the adinis- 
fiion to the club as an honour to Sheridan. 
It certainly was a society in which there 
were several men of high eminence, and 
three to whom it would be difficult to find 
three equals : but it could not be reckoned 
a high honour to Sheridan to belong to a 
literary meeting, of which James Boswell 
was deemed worthy to be a member, 

Burke, one evening at the club, speaking 
of the deanery of Fern^ wliich was then 
vacant, said it must be barren^ and that he 
believed there would be a contest for it be^ 
tween Dr: Heath and Dr. Mpss. Speaking 
of livings in general, * by this,*^ he said, 
• that Horace describes a good manor'— 

E$i mo^uf in rebus sunt c^rti deniquejine^: 

Which he translated, * There is a modus in 
the tythes and fixed fines/ . He met, one 
day, with a young gentleman from Ireland, 
of better parts and birth than fortune, who 
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was describing, with no little indignation, 
tlie purse-proud arrogance of some Scotch 
merchant, who had, he said, made a great 
deal of money by dealing in kelp, and looked 
down oil gentlemen much his superiors in 
family and accomplishments. * Ay,' rcf 
plied Burke, * he thinks, 

Et genus et virtus nhi'mm re vilior alga est,' 

Boswell, who seems to have thought that 
the doctrines of imputed merit extended to 
associates in civil life, as well as to matters 
of religious faith, -and was very anxious to 
be in parties of distinguished men, formed 
a plan of bringing Johnson into a company 
in which Wilkes, whom the Do6lor detested 
as impious and, seditious, was to dine. Bos- 
well, after surmounting very formidable ob- 
stacles, was successful ; and the polite at- 
ten I ions of Wilkes conciliated Johnson. 
Boswell details the attentions with his usual 
minuteness-; he dwells particularly on the 
assiduity with which the wit helped the 
sage to roast veal, and the eloquence with 
which he recommended stuffing, butter, 
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and lemons, with a peroration on savoury 
fat and brown, Boswell afterwards nar- 
rated to Burke the history preliminary to 
this dinner, and unfolded his own eiforts 
and difficulties in effe6luating the important 
interview. He describes the opposition 
made by the Do6lor's housekeeper to liis 
dining abroad ; his own embassy to that 
pcrsona;:je, and the persuasive orator^ by 
which he prevailed, on her to consent; 'his 
throbbing exultation when the wise man 
called for a clean shirt; and finally, the 
completion of his joy, when he got the ob- 
je6l of his adoration into a hackney coach, 
Boswell records that Burke gave v him much 
credit for this very able and successful ne- 
gociation ; and said; that there was nothing 
equal to it in the ^hole history of the corps 
diplomatique. The politeness and benevo- 
lence of Burke would not mortify inoffen- 
sive vanity,' or repress well-meaning of- 
ficiousness. Boswell thought the remark a 
very high compliment. Indeed he had a 
very happy disposition to be pleased with 
j:)raises wliich many others would have dis- 
liked as ironical. 



In America hostilities were now com- 
menced. It had frequently been asserted 
in Parliament that, the colonists were 
cowards. One gentleman declared that 
with three thousand men he could over-run 
America. This opinion was also very ge- 
nerally received out of the house. Hardly 
was there to be met a half-pay officer, who 
did not, at His village club, declare, that 
with two or three regiments he himself 
could subdue America. Burke, who knew 
the human mind, general history as well a^ 
the particular state, sentiments, and dispo- 
sitions of the Americans, and could inf^r 
motive and a6lion from situation and cKa- 
ra6ler, entertained a far different opinion ; 
an opinion which the first battle between 
the British and provincial troops tended to 
confirm. Although the colonists wrere de- 
feated at Bunker's-hill, they lost fewer men 
than the British. • Besides the valour of men 
fighting in what they conceived to be the 
cause of their own liberty, they had ac- 
quired great dexterity in the use of arms, 
and were excellent marksmen. The Ame- 
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ricans made a successful inroad into Canada, 
and penetrated as tar as Quebec. 

The British Ministry not having foreseen 
so vigorous a resistance, had not made the 
preparations, which coercive measures were 
found to require. . Indeed it does not appear 
that they had been at pains, proportionate to 
the importance of theobje6l, to attain full in- 
formation on the dispositions and resources of 
the colonies : therefore, although we should 
admit the justice and even the expediency 
of the measures of Administration, we can- 
not give them much credit for the wiisdom 
of their plans and vigour of their efforts at 
the commencement of the rupture. Per- 
ceiving, from the successes of the Ameri- 
cans, that the present force Was very in- 
adequate to the purposes of coercion, they 
resolved to open the following campaign 
with a much more powerful armament. 

The Congress sent Mr. Penn and Mr. Lee 

* 

to London, to represent ^ the injustice sus- 
tained from the new system of statutes and 
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regulations ; to state that they had been 
forced to take up arnjs iii their' own defence ; 
to deprecate the farther effusion of blood ; 
and to pray that his Majesty would adopt 
some mode for the repeal of the hurtful 
a6l^/ A petition to this purport was signed 
by John Hancock, the president, and all 
the members of the Congress. It was de- 
livered to Lord Dartmouth, Secretary of 
State. Soon afterwards the deputies were 
ififormed that no answer would be given. 

The Parliament opened with a speech > 
declaring the necessity of coercion. ^ An 
address was proposed, echoing as usual the 
speech, to which a very able opposition was 
made. Burke, besides going over the 
grounds of injustice and inexpediency^ de- 
monstrated, that the Ministers were either 
very deficient in point of information, or 
in faithful reports to Parliament. They had ■, 
he said, given false accounts, representing 
dissatisfa6tion as confined to Boston, al- 
though it was well knowTi to impartial en- 
quirers that it had pervaded the colonies, 
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He had himself repeatedly asserted, that the 
discontent was generally prevalent : the 
event had proved him to be right. Mini- 
sters, he argued, were either weak, in adopt- 
ing momentous measures, or inadequate in 
information, or wicked in concealing the 
knowledge they possessed ; and in either 
case unworthy of being trusted any longer 
with the condu6l of affairs. He entered 
into a very minute recapitulation of the 
boasts of Ministry, and contrasted them, 
with very severe humour, with the adlual 
performance. 

Fox, on the same occasion, poured forth 
a torrent of his powerful eloquence. In 
the plain, forcible language which forms 
one of the many excellencies of his speeches, 
he shewed what ought to have been done, 
what Ministers said would be done, and 
what was done. • • Lord Chatham,' he said, 
* the King of Prussia, nay, Alexander the 
Great, never gained more in one campaign 
than Lord North lost •. he has lost a whole 
continent! His sagacious mind, at the com- ' 
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mencement of the war, foresaw the event* 
Fox perceived, and predi6led, that men 
fighting for their Hberty would be ultimately 
successful. He tried to dissuade his a)untry 
from war, foreboding discomfiture and 
distress from such a contest, '^he admo.^ 
nitions of this great man were disregarded^ 
His country hearkened not to his warning 
voice. The a6lual disaster aiid consequent 
calamity far exceeded the anticipation of 
even Fox's foresight. 



V 



November 16th, 1775, Burke brought 
forward a new conciliatory bill. In his two 
- celebrated speeches of the preceding session; 
and the session before that, he had grounded 
his propositions of amity upon the mutual 
INTERESTS of the mother country and the 
colonies . The ground of his present motionr 
was the right of subjeBs of this fealm to 
grant or withhold all taxes, as recognized 

by the great financial statute passed in the 
i;eign of Edward \ .-^statutum de tallagio non 
cmcedendo. On ^his statute^ he obsepved^' 
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rested the security of property from arbitrary 
invasion : a security which constituted one 
of the most striking differences between 
Britain and absolute governments. He de- 
tnonstrated the imprafticability of thie Ame- 
rican subjedls of Britain enjoying this privi- 
lege by representation in Parliament, on 
account of the immense distance ; and, there- 
fore, that to be on an equal footing with 
other British subje6ls, they should be taxed 
by their own assemblies. Edward, one of 
the wisest and most vigorous sovereigns that 
ever sate upon the throne of England, had, 
on a dispute about taxation breaking out 
between him and his people, agreed to this 
law rather than continue the contest, so 
hurtful to both parties. In describing the 
charadler of Edward, he drew the line be- 
tween the firmness of wisdom and the ob- 
stinacy of folly. * Wisdom pursued her 
ends no longer than she found them to be 
attainable and salutary. Folly, unable to 
distinguish, and filled with conceit, often 
continued to seek objects, merely because 



she had once done so/ Burke proposed a 
bfll, in the spirit of that famous statute, to 
renounce the future exercise of taxation, 
without discussing the abstra6l question of 
right, to repeal all the laws complained of 
by the colonies^ and to pass an immediate 
amnesty. From the petition of the Cpn- 
gress, the evidence of Mr. Penn, and many 
others, he inferred, that the bill would 
satisfy America. The speech, was esteemed 
by l;)oth parties a most finished piece of 
eloquence; and, as well as the two other 
orations, and indeed most of the writings of 
Burke, shewed the ignorance and folly ^of 
those who assert, that Burke rarely speaks 
to the understanding, and chiefly to the 
imagination. It embraced every conside*- 
ration of justice and expediency, dehortatory 
of war and recommendatory of pei^ce. The 
views of Burke, on both tlie right and the 
prudence of the proceedings of Government, 
from the commencement of the contest to 
this last effort to prevent children and 
parents embruing their hands in the blood 
of each other, had been the same. * It is 
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rm(>oIitic to provoke to a separation from 
the mother-country colonies which con- 
tribute so largely to its wealth and pro- 
sperity. It is inconsistent with the consti- 
tution of Britain that any stlbje6l should be 
taxed but by himself or his representatives. 
Such, from a concurrence of causes, is the 
disposition of the Americans, that they will 
resist whatever they conceive to be oppres- 
sion. If recourse be had to the sword, the 
conquest of America, at sucK a distance, in 
a country so interse6led by rivers, entangled 
by woods, and fortified by mountains, its 
inhabitants inspired by the love of liberty,' 
will be difficult, if not impradlicable. Should 
it be at all possible, it must be with an im- 
mense effusion of blood and treasure ; after 
America is so exhausted as to be unable to 
afford any indemnification. Our European 
rivals will watch the opportunity of intestine 
dissensions, and we shall be involved in a 

generial war.' These were the predi6tions 

» 

of wisdoln— 

BEV NON CREDITA TEtTenis! 



C397] 

To whatever subje6l Biifke turned his 
thoughts, he looked , before, behind, and 
about him : . 

' Turns on all hanc!& his deep discerning eyes ; 
^ * Sees what befel, and what may yet befal ; 
* Concludes from both, and best provides for all/ 

Burke was not a man of ephemerous ex-* 
pedients, but of permanent plans. He not 
only saw what was a6lu'ally the case, but 
what was the cause, and what was or would 
be the etFe6l- The Minister talked of pa- 
cific assurances from foreign powers. The 
little details of diplomatique intrigue were 
not the grounds on which Burke formed hia 
conclusions. He viewed human nature, and 
could from situation infer obje6ls and pas- 
sion, motive and a6tion. He concluded that 
an opportunity of humbling a powerful and 
triumphant tival would not be slipt while 
such passions as pride and ambition existed* 
He knew history in detail, but studied it in 
principle. Fronj considering the condu<3: 




of France in hei relations of peace, neu- 
trality, alliance, and war, with different 
powers of Europe, he could find the niaiii 
spring of her policy. He saw ambition to 
be her ruing motive; that her enmity was 
in propoi tion to the obstacles, to the gra- 
tification ■' ' ' at while exten- 
sion of ten 3 her principal 
objc6l, the house ot had been the 
chief butt of c. t that from the 
time that terr 1 rity came to he 
considered as iry ■ naval, Britain 
had been her : 1 enemy. For 
near a century thii o«i had been indi- 
rectly her most formidable opponent by 
land, and dirc6Hy her conqueror by sea. 
Britain had been the soul of every confede- 
racy that had repressed her ambition ; and 
in the preceding war had obtained a supe- 
riority unprecedented in former contests. 
The great raval power of England she be- 
held with jealousy, envy, resentment, and 
terror. She would rejoice at an internal 
contest which would employ great part of 
the British force, and enable her, and her 



dependent^ Spain, to attack her triumphant 
rival with considerable probability of suc- 
cess . Firom these considerations, Burke 
concluded that a war with France and Spain 
would be a certain consequence of our per- 
severange in attempting to coferce America, 
and adduced that apprehension as a forcible 
collateral argument to assist his direct rea-p 
soning in favour of conciliation. Thus did 
this illustrious senator, from the commeiice- 
ment of the dispute with the colonies, and 
during its progress, until it ripened into 
civil war, dire6l the full force of his ex- 
traordinary knowledge and powers to avert 
and prevent the rupture. If it would have 
been better for this country to have avoided 
war with her colonies, then was she in- 
debted to the efforts of Burke in endeavour- 
ing to preserve peace. If the events not 
only in general, but in a great measure in 
detail, were such as he predidled, then must 
we give much praise to his sagacity and 
wisdom. If we acknowledge that the loss 
from the contest overbalanced the gain ; if 
we admit that our advantage was not equi- 



valent to myriads of men slain and to one 
hundred millions of debt incurred, we must 
allow that it would have been fortunate for 
Britain if she had followed the counsels of 
Burke, When we consider the conse- 
guENCEs of the American war, not merely 
immediately as afFe6ling Britain, in the 
waste of men and money, in the incum- 
brances entailed on posterity, and the in-^ 
creased price of every article of convenience, 
and even of necessity; but as afFe6ling 
France, and through her Europe in general, 
and Britaijj in particular ; that but for the 
revolution in America, the revolution in 
France probably either would not so soon 
have taken place, or would have been much 
less democraticalj^ and in the natural course 
less turbulent and despotical to herself, and 
dangerous and hurtful to her neighbours, 
we must wish that Government had fol- 
lowed the often repeated advice of Edmund 
Burke. 

It has been frequently asserted, that the 
violence of 'Opposition stimulated the Ame* 



ricans to commence resistance, and encoli- 
raged its continuance : that, therefore, first> 
the American war, and nexjt, its bad sue- 
cess, was owing to the opponents of Govern- 
ment in this country, and above all to th<? 
ablest, most persevering, and constant of 
those opponents— to Shelburne, Chatham, 
Dunning, Fox, and Burke. 



If ouf proceedings wefe origmally unjust 
and unconstitutional, then were these se- 
nators. right in their opposition. But to 
suppose that their abilities and eloquence 
caused the successful resistance of America, 
is supposing a cause, which, in the usual 
operation of moral causes as known from 
experience, was very inadequate to the ef- 
fe6l. Hpw the speeches of those at the 
distance of several ^ thousand mileiS coiild 
enable men to make a successful stand 
against great armies, it is difficult to con- 
ceive ; as difficult indeed in general, as it would 
be in particular, if one were to assert that 
the capture of BurgoyHe's ^sniay Iw General 
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Gates, and Cornwallis's by General Green, 
wore owing to Charles Fox and Etimund 
Biirke. Other causes, both pliysical and 
moral, are easily discovered for these two 
events and the general success ot the Ame- 
ricans. Men will fight with the greatest 
vigour for their liberties, real or iningincd, 
or whatever else warmly interests them. 
Men can fight with mucli greater advantage 
where they do know the country than 
where they do not. If America was con- 
(]uerable by England, it must be by the 
men and money of England. These were 
under the direi^tion of Government, through 
the majority in Parliament. Whatever 
' troops were proposed by Ministry for any 
destination, whatever money was said to be 
necessary fca* their equipment and mainte- 
nance was granted. They had the choice 
of the comm^iders, and it was their own 
fault if they chose improper persons. 
, Strange would it be if Opposition eloquence 
was to be the cause which rendered all those 
advantages inefFe^ual ! 
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The cause which Burke so powerfully 
espoused, had, besides Johnson, some able 
literary opponents, and, besides himself, 
some able literary defenders. He, of po- 
litical antagonists, between whom arid 
Burke there was the greatest d^egree of con- 
tention, was Do6lor Tucker. That gentle- 
man, Dean of Gloucester and Prebend of 
Bristol, had made commerce a principal ob- 
je6l of his study, had distinguished himself 
by several ingenious publications on trade, 
and had turned his attention to the contest 
arising between America and her mother 
country owing to the revenue laws. Doctor 
Tucker had asserted that the opposition to 
the stamp-a6l had encouraged the Amerir 
cans to resistance. His opinion had drawn 
forth the severe animadversion of Burke in 
his speech on American taxation, • ,This,' 
says he, * has formerly appeared in print, 
in a regular volume, from an advocate of 
that fadiion, (court favourites) a Doctor 
Tucker. This Doctor Tucker is already a 
Dean, and his eaniest labours in this vine- 
yard will, I suppose, raise him to a bishop- 
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ric. But this assertion too, just like t1ie 
rest, is false.' The idea, that a Dean would 
serve the Court in order to become a Bishops 
was certainly derogatory to the clericiU 
charaMer. Doctor Tucker disavowed so 
corrupt motives, in a letter addressed to 
Mr. Burke. 

In that letter he endeavoured to draw 
Mr. Burke's character, as a speaker and a 
writer, in the followmg words : ' My only 
difficuTty,' says he, ' is to state your mean- 
ing with accuracy and precision. Not that 
you yourself are unable to express your own 
thoughts with the utmost clearness, as well 
' as energy, but you are unwilling ; for you 
excel io the art of ambiguous expressions, 
I. e, in giving one sense to your readers, and 
reserving another to yourself, if called upon 
to defend what you have said. You excel, 
I say, in this art, perhaps the most of any 
man living. Sometimes you express more 
"than you mean, and at other times less; 
but at all times you have one general end 
in view, vizi to amuse with troj^es and 



[ 405 3 

figures, and great swelling \yords, your 
fiudience or your readers, and not to let 
them see your drift and intention till you 
have drawn your net around them/ Tliat 
Burke could express himself with great am- 
biguity, an'^ involve his* meaning in tropes 
and figures, is undoubtedly true : he could 
speak or write in any style he chose : but 
this speech, to which Dr. Tucker refers, is 
as perspicuous • as any speech that could be 
written, as an impartial reader must im- 
mediately perceive. The passage respe6ling 
Tucker himself is as clear as any in the 
whole speech, and without a trope or figure 
from the beginning to the end of it. Burke's 
allegation is. simply this : Tucker asserts, 
that the opposition in Parliament to the 
stamp-a6l caused the disturbances in Ame- 
rica. * This assertion is false. In all the 
papers which have loaded your table, in all 
the v^iSt crowd of vef bal witnesses that ap- 
peared at your bar — witnesses •which were 
indiscririiinately produced from both sides 
of the house, not the least hint of such a 
cause of disturbance has ever appeared/ 

Dd3 



Burke's meaning here is obvious, and per- 
fectly free from the studied anbiyitity im- 
puted to him by the Dean: pla-ner or more 
precise language cannot be found. His con- 
jecture also about Tucker's motives, whether 
just or not, is certainly so expressed as to 
be very intelligible. It would appear that 
the Dean, wlio is himself a very vigorous 
and precise reasoner when he chiises, here, 
instead of speaking dirc^fly to the point, 
the primary causes of the disturbances in 
America, and to Burke's particular attack 
on his arguments, turns aside to irrelative 
observations on Burke's general mode of 
expression. 

Some months after this reply, when, at 
the general election, a great body of the 
Bristol voters requested (as has been said) 
Burke to stand candidate, Dr. Tucker ex- 
erted himself to oppose his success. In this 
opposition he co-operated with Lord Nu- 
gent, who was the friend of Tucker, and 
inimical to the party that supported Burke. 
The Dean now proposed a plan, differing 
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on the one hand from the conciliatory in- 
tention of Burke, on the other from the 
coercive plans of Ministry. This was, a 
total separation 6f the mother country from 
the colonies; a proposition attacjked in 
Johnson's ministerial • Taxation no Tyranny/ 
and mentioned with the most slighting con- 
tempt in Burke's Speech o|i Conciliation* 
* Another plan has indeed .been started, that 
of giving up the colonies; but it met so 
slight a reception, that I do not think my- 
self obliged to dwell a great while upon it. 
It is hothing but a little sally of aiiger, like 
the frowardness of peevish children; who,- 
when they cannot get all they would have, 
are resolved to have nothing at all/ From 
the event it appears, that even a total sepa- 
ration would have been more fortunate for 
us without hostilities, than a plan of co- 
ercion, which, after a long and expensive 
war, was to end with that separation. The 
event has justified the anticipation of Deaa 
Xucker's sagacity. 
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The Minister proposed a biil to prohibit 
all trade and commt-rce with the United 
Colonics, with severe penalties .ngairist those 
who should transgress the law ; and com- 
missioners to ciitorce its observance. One 
of tlio ablest supporters ot* the proposition 
was Mr. Wedderburne, who reasoned with 
an ingenuity tliaC tew could equal. Burke 
opposed the motion with his usiud ability, 
as of the greatest detriment to Britain, and 
ineReftual against America. ' When the 
colonies,' said lie, • found they would not 
be supplied by this country, they would go 
to other markets. Britain would lose a 
great source of wealth, with little annoyance 
to the colonies, and to the gain of foreign 
nations. Besides future trade, it would be 
injurious as to the past, as grtat debts were 
owing to the BritJsli merL-hants from tlie 
colonics ; and if all conmierce was prolii- 
bited, an imroediaie stop would be put to 
payments; that thus merchants would be 
ruined without the cause of Government 
being advanced. The bill was retrospe6live, 
for by it the Minister inflid^cd punishment 



for a^s thought innocent when committed. 
Our Saviour sent his Apostles to teach and 
proclaim peace to all nations ; but the po- 
litical Apostles to be sent out by the Mi- 
nister would be harbingers of civil war, in 
all its. most horrid, and hideotis forms, ac- 
companied by fire, sword, and famine/ 
Fox also made a strenuous opposition to the 
bill, but it availed nothing ; it was passed 

:into a law. As this scheme was alledged to 
be contrived to starve America, and imputed 
to a Scotchman, it gave rise to many jokes. 

.Wilkes, speaking of this bill, and perhaps 
also alluding to the slender ness of the So- 
licitor's person, called him Starvation Wed'* 
derburne. Mr, Dundas distinguished him- 
self on this question, by his pl^ain, strong 

. reasoning ; and though somewhat laughed at 
for his pronunciation by those that attended 

. to sound more than to sense, was heard 
with great attention by the leading men of 
Opposition, as well as by his own party. 
Whatever jokes he underwent on account pf 
his broad Scotch, no one, that looked in his 
face could, on that ground, call him Star* 
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VATiON JHarry. Mr. David Hartley pro- 
posed a conciliatory bill, somewhat different 
in detail from Burke's, but on the same 
general principles, — the abandonment of 
taxation, and the repeal of the obnoxious 
laws, Burke supported this bill, but fo no 
etfedt. 

All attempts being unavailing to prevent 
the continuance of the war, its conduit next 
became a subject of animadversion. In the 
discussion of this sulJJeil Fox Jook the lead. 
The Americans, he contended, had been suc- 
cessful in the preceding campaign ; and that 
their success must have been owing either 
to the weakness and inadequacy of the mi- 
nisterial plans, or to the misconduct or 
misfortune of the military and naval com- 
manders ; and therefore moved an inquiry, 
as the means of fixing the blame, if there 
was any, or ascertaining if there was not, 
* Admitting,' said Mr. Fox, • the coercion 
of America to be right, the question is 
about the means. The means have not 
hithertoansweredthe end; we must inquire 
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to what that has been owing, that we may 
liereafter either employ better means or 
apply them more vigorously. K we wish 
to subdue America let us see how it is to be* 
done ; ^nd for that purpose, what has till 
now prevented our progress / 

Fox pressed the necessity of an inquiry 
with such force, that the Ministry would 
not answer him dire6lly, alledging this was 
not the proper time. 

A petition being presented against the 
prohibitory bill from the West-India mer- 
chants, for the immense loss that rtiust ac- 
crue to them by the interclusipn of com- 
merce with America, Burke shewed himself 
completely master of the West -India trade, 
and entered into a very accurate detail of 
the various articles of traffic between the 
Islands and the Colonies. Finding that the 
Ministry paid no regard to the petition, or 
to any information tending to shew the 
hurtfulness of the contest with America, he 
proposed the following ironical resolution : 
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* That it is necessary and proper to come to 
a resolution, that evidence concerning the 
state of America, the temper of the people 
there, and the probable resolutions of an 
a6l now depending, is unnecessary to this 
house, this house being already sufficiently 
acquainted with these matters.' When \vc 
recolle(5l the obstinacy with which Ministry 
refused to listen to any representations in 
favour of America, or to examine evidence 
on the subjc6t, we must allow that tlie irony 
was fair. In discussing this question, both 
parties went over the whole grounds of the 
American dispute : tlie Ministers declared 
themselves convinced that the provincials 
would yield on the first appearance of the 
great armament then preparing against 
them, and avowed that nothilig sliort of 
imconditional submission would satisfy Go- 
vernment. Burke persisted in supporting 
his uniform opinion to the contrary ; and 
from the treasures of his historical know- 
ledge quoted examples of the fate of arma- 
ments sent to a distant country, and dwelt 
on the destrudlion of the fleet and army of 



the. Athenians .at Syracuse. Among many 
instances of the successful resistance of men 
lighting for their liberty, he entered at large 
into that of the United Provinces, ajrainst 
which forces were not to be sent at the 
distance of three thousand miles, but from 
their neighbourhood, forces much more 
numerous and equally disciplined, and against 
a much inferior body of people to the 
Americans, both in number and resources. 

Burke is believed to be the author, or at 
least the reviser of various pamphlets and 
essays not avowed by him, censuring the 
measures of Government. It is certain that 
many of the writings on that sidle contain 
arguments that had been used by Burke. 

The Ministerial writers were more nu- 
merous than the Opposition, but less able. 
Except Johnson, Dr. Fergusson, Dean 
Tucker, and Mr. Baron, the writers for 
Ministry were mostly men of inconsiderable 
talents. Dr. Fergusson's pamphlet con- 
.tained the most ingenious reasoning: Mr^ 




Baron's account of the state of ancient co-' 
lonies shewed much information, but did 
not afford either new or strong arguments ; 
the tjuestion not being how ancient states 
treated their colonics, but how it was right 
and expedient for Great Britain to treat her 
colonics in the existing circumstances. A 
history made its appearance about this time, 
which, with a considerable degree of in- 
trinsic merit, had the extrinsic advantage of 
being on a subjeil analogous to the great 
matter in dispute : Watson's History of" 
Philip II. comprehending the rise, progress, 
and successful issue of the assertion of liberty 
by the Low Countries, and shewing in de- 
tail, from recent example, what Burke so 
frequently pressed on the attention of the 
house — the energy with which men, even 
1>efore not accustomed to war, fight in vin- 
dication of what either are or they think 
their rights. 

Althougli Burke was not successful in his 
great obje<^t, the prevention of the American 
war, he exerted his powers to endeavour to 





lessen its expensiveness. His details on this 
subjedl were very corre6l, and very impor- 
tant, giving a most exa6t account of what 
might have been spent, and what was spent ; 
shewing, that the Minister gave contracts, 
to answer parliameittary purposes, on terms 
much worse for Government than some 
would, have offered. On the subje6l of ej^ 
pence, as on every other, he was the oracle 
that was consulted by his party.. There 
might be among the Opposition several men 
equal to him in some things, but none in 
all. In close logical dedu6lion he was, no 
doubt, quailed by Camden ; in precision by 
Dunning, ift foreign information by Shel- 
burne^ in animated eloquence by Chatham ; 
in strength of reasoning, he, or no man, 
exceeded Charles Fox : but, on the whole, 
no man of Opposition, in either house, 
equalled, w nearly equalled, Edmund 
Burke; and if we were even to take the 
two ablest men away from the Opposition 
during the American war ; if Burke and 
Fox had been neutral, the balance of talents 
would still have been in favour of the Whig 
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party. In the upper house there were three 
men of very great talents on the one side, 
and one on tlie other. Camden had no equal 
among the friends oi Ministry except Mans- 
field, whom it is evident lie fully matched 
in logical reasoning, althougii he fell short 
of him in graceful oratory, in fasdnating 
and persuasive eloquence ; and certainly 
surpassed him in the knowledge of the con- 
stitution. Chatham and Shelburne hud no 
equals, except tlie same great law lord ; nor 
were there any of the ministerial members 
of the House of Commons, whom any one, 
that knew the history and charatSlenl of the 
times, would think of placing on a footing 
whh Chatham and Camden. But when to 
such men we add Burke and Fox, where 
were their equals to be fouild ? 

Highly as I admire the genius of Burke^ 
yet I have repeatedly had occasion to express 
an opinion, in which I find I have the happi- 
ness to concur with many admirers of that 
personage: — that the literary and philo- 
sophical efforts of the sage are of greater 



benefit to society than his parliamentary 
exhibitions ; and that more good would have 
accnied to the world from the exclusive 
exertion of his powers in discovering truth, 
and teaching wisdom ia the closet, than in 
the senate. Conversing on this subje6l 
with my venerable friend, Mr. Murphy, it 
was with much pleasure I saw that my sen* 
tjments were san6iicMied by that veteran 
leader in genius, taste, and erudition. He 
told me that the day after Mr. Burke's first 
speech in the house, in 1765, an acute and 
able gentleman, who had been in the 
gallery, meeting with him (Mr. Murphy), 
the subje6l of their conversation, as that 
of most others in the metropolis, was the 
maiden spciech. The gentleman in question, 
observed to Mr. Murphy, * I concur in 
every praise that can be bestowed on the 
eloquent oration ; but I think Mr. Burke's 
talents might be otherwise applied to greater 
advantage.' — ^ In what way?* ^ Let him 
have an ample revenue, provided he retires 
from public life, and exerts his extraordi- 
vol; I. Ee 




nary powers in writing for tlie iustruclion 
of mankind.'* 



Indeed, in Parliaraent, Mr. Burke's prin- 
cipal exertions y-'eve ratVier tliosft of a plii- 
losopher than an adVive senator. Having 
lately studied the history of Mr. Fox more 
particularly than was necessary when I 
wrote the former edition, I find in his mea- 
sures and condu6l, during the American war, 
much more of the praCVical and a£live 
statesman ; in Mr. Burke, the law-giver and 
philosopher. The legislative measures pro- 
posed by Opposition, the various plans of 
conciliation, reform of expenditure, and 
other schemes founded upon vast accuracy 
of detail, comprehensive views, and a gene- 
ralizing mind, were the offsprings of Mr. 
Burke's genius. Discussions of executor:^ 
plans, and their execution ; inquiries con- 
lerning specific nieasiures and conduct, 
came chiefly from Mr. Fox. Mr. Burke, 

• I hid nut heard the anecdote above recited in sufllcteiU 
lime to bring it in at its proper place. 
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Watching over legislation, might be called 
the law-giver, and Mr. pox, over executive 
measures and condu6l, the statesman of 
Oj)position. This is a difference of depart- 
ment which I am convinced a careful studier 
of the history of these two great men, 
during the Administration of Lord Northt 
will find to have adlually obtained. 

Although Burke adhered closely to a party, 
he by no means . went every length with its 
most violent members. Mr. Wilkes made 
a motion for a Reform in Parliament, which 
Burke did not think seasonable in time of 
war. Lord North treated the subje6l with 
an' unbecoming levity, 

Burke proposed this session a very hu- 
mane bill, * to prevent the inhuman custom 
6f plundering ships wrecked on the coast 
of Great Britain, and for the farther relief 
of ships in distress on the said coast/ At 
first Ministry did not seem averse to it, but 
at last it was thrown out by a considerable 
majority. 

Eea 
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Although the American war had been 
demonstrated by the ablest reasoners, both 
in and out of Parliament, to be unjust and 
inexpedient ; and iiUliough its ePse6\s were 
severely felt by the manufa^iuring and 
trading town^, in niuny parts of the country 
it was extremely popular. No pains were 
spared by Ministers to make it pass for a 
war to maintain the just rights, and the 
most momentous interests of Britain, It 
was inculcated by the Court, that if we , 
should succeed in coercing America, we 
should receive so great a revenue from that 
country, as to make an important dimi- 
nution of taxes. The belief, that the co- 
ercion of the colonies tended to lessen the 
burthens at home, made numbers well af- 
fci^ted to the war. The grandees conneilcd 
with the Court contributed their eRbrts to 
spread this spirit. Many of the inferior 
gentry took it for granted, especially in 
those parts in which the remains of feudal 
notions gave more than the constitutional . 
weight to the nobility, adopted the opinions 
which they found embraced by Lords and 
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Dukes, and concurred in stigmatizing as 
rebels every one who Opposed the plans of 
Administration. A considerable part of the 
trading interest saw the prospe6l of contra6ls 
and other profits of war. The. pulpits, too 
often the vehicles of popular delusion, mind- 
less of the meek and peaceful do6trineg, 
precepts, and examples of him whom they 
professed to obey and follow, thundered 
out imprecations of vengeance against the 
defenders of theii: liberties. If any of the 
number, instead of calling upon God to 
hurl downdestru6lion, instead of beseeching 
infinite Goodness to become the agent of 
malignity, in the true spirit of morality, 
piety, and Christianity, prayed for peace 
between the mother country and her colo- 
nies, ' to turn the hearts of the parents to 
the children, and the children to the4)a- 
rents,' he was sure to be reviled as a rebel. 

The BEST INFORMED AND ABLEST men, 

however, in all parts of the country (except 
those by possession or expe6tation linked 
yith the Court or courtiers) reprobated the 



C 4'22 H 

war with America. But if the informed 
and tlie able could reason, ihe ignorant and 
the weak could rail. Those who could not 
refute the arguments of a Chatham, a Fox, 
and a Burke, were at no loss for opprobrious 
luimes. Tliey styled the supporters of li- 
berty, and the enemies of war, Yankees, 
Republicans, Cromwellians, and Levellers. 
Burke was peculiarly obnoxious, because he 
had been (of very able men) the longest, 
most constant, and persevering opposer of 
" American taxatiwi and coercion. 

The common talk among courtiers and 
their dependents in town, the nobility and 
their retainers in the country, was, that the 
Americans were rebels, and that the rebellion 
was owing' to Opposition leaders. Eurke 
was not moved, by the attacks of servility 
and seltishness, from the road of patriotism ; 
nor, by the frivolous defamation of igno- 
rance and foUyi from the measures of 
. wisdom; measures unhappily not adopted 
by his country. 
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His enlarged mind did not enter into all 
the narrow views eveii of his own party. 
When Mr. Iliomas Townshend, a zealous 
Whigj expressed his disapprobation of pen- 
sions given to Tory writers, and among 
others even that of Johnson, Burke defended 
the propriety of that pension as a tribute to 
merit of the highest kind, not a purchase of 
mean service. . 

Burke was also very liberal in his en- 
comiums on Lord North's general abilities 
and dispositions, however he disliked his 
political measures. He used to say he pos- 
sessed one of the best heads and one of the 
best hearts in the world-; he thought- that, 
in point of sterling wit, he excelled all men. 
This regard was reciprocal; there \v&s no 
man whom Lord North so gteatly admired, 
and very few whom he was privately more 
desirous to oblige. Burke often applied to 
him in behalf of his friends, and never in 
vain, if no political interest interfered : 
« There is, my Lord,' he would say, * an 
office vacant that would just suit a very able 

Ee4? 
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and worthy friend of mine ; if you have no 
parliamentary iiitei'cst to answer, do let him 
have the place." • In this case I am happy, 
my dear Mr. Buvhe, I can gratify yoxi.' It 
indeed was not surprising that two of the 
ablest and most amiable men in the nation 
ahoiild cherish private esteem and regard, 
notwitlistanding political opposition. On 
the other hand, tliere were some of his po- 
litical associates that he privately disliked ; 
one nobleman, in particular, generally ac- 
cused of duplicity, he always carefully 
avoided as a jesuit. 

The campaign of 1776 was more suc- 
cessful than the preceding, as every political 
reader must remember. The advantages, 
however, were in process, but not in result ; 
they did not seem to bring the subjugation 
of America any nearer than it was. The 
Americans were at first somewhat dis- 
heartened by the successes of the British ; 
but finding that they either did not or could 
not pursue their victories, resumed -their 
spirits. Resentment also contributed to 
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this effe6l.. Unconditional submission was 
required of them, and peace offered to those 
only who surrendered at discretion. Finding 
themselves placed on a footing quite different 
from other British .subje6ls, and that they 
were declared rebels, because they would 
not submit to taxation but by themselves 
and their representatives^ they resolved to 
assert their independence. , They considered 
j^rotedlion and allegiance as relative duties 
precisely commensurate, and contended that 
the King's refusal to attend to their petitions 
and to redress their grievances was an ex- 
clusion of the colonies from his protedlion ; 
and as protection and allegiance were sub- 
jects of barter, if the one was withheld, the r 
other could not be granted. The Congress, 
in conformity with the instructions of the 
delegates from their constituents, declared 
America hidependent. After detailing their 
various grievances, they concluded, * that 
on ^count of the King of Great Britain 
having refused to redress them, the inhabit 
tants of the United Colonies were thereby 
discharged and absolved from all allegiance 
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and obedience to him/ This declaration 
was ratified by most of the provijicial as- 
semWics A pamphlet, entitled, * Common 
Sense,' published by Thomas Paine, after- 
wards so noted in Europe, contributed very 
much to the ratification of the independence 
of America. It was written with that plain 
and simple energy which he can exert on 
any subje6l witbin the reach of bis know^ 
ledge, and which makes even sophistry im- 
pressive on untutored minds, that judge 
more from the strength of the language 
than the truth of the arguments. 

Proposals for peace were made by the 
British commanders to the Americans. The 
Americans, having once asserted their inde- 
pendence, were determined to preserve it, 
and refused to admit any proposals but as 
an independent state. 

Wlien Parliame^it met, a motion was made 
by Lord John Cavendish on the grounds of 
one of the proclamations by the Howes, 
offering pardon to all Americans who should 



return to their allegiance, and offering to 
such a revision of the obnoxious measures. 
Lord John proposed, that the house should 
enter into a committee for the revisal of the, 
adts. This measure was supported by tlie 
utmost ability of Burke, who, it must be 
confessed, was frequently led by party to 
greater lengths than iippartial judgment 
could approve, though never to extremities. 
He certainly could not have expe6led that 
the motion would have produced any good 
effe6l. The Americans had made no over- 
tures for conciliation, and refused to admit 
,any but on a ground to which British a<5ts 
could not apply. What purpose could it 
serve to make or unmake laws for a country 
declaring itself totally unconne6led with the 
enadlbrs ? Besides, as war was aStually com-- 
mencedj whether it was originally right or 
wrong, the objedl was peace on the best 
terms thit could be had. Concession on 
one side, without any on the other, is not 
the way to procure honourable terms of 
peace. Such a concession would have 
tended to increase the demands of the Ame- 
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ricans, instead of inducing them to 
forward with reasonable offers. 



Lord North propased two bills respedling 
America: one for issuing out letters of 
marque, another for a susjwnsion of the 
habtjas corpus as tar as the Americans were 
concerned. This was called the treason 
and piracy bill, on the ground that tlie 
Americans were British subjedls, and con- 
sequently in fighting against Britain were 
-guilty ot treason ; and if in privateers, or 
any other ships attacking or taking vessels 
belonging to Britain, must be guilty of 
piracy. This latter bill was very ably op- 
posed by Mr. Dunning, on tlie ground that 
nothing short of a rebellion in the heart of 
the kingdom existing, or apprehended, 
justified the suspension of this iniportaiit 
law ; that the power of detaining persons 
on mere suspicion, without bringing them 
to a trial, invested Ministers with a dicta- 
torial authority inconsistent with personal 
liberty and security. Burke and some others 
.of the leading members of Opposition 
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withdrew from the house when this or any 
question respecling America was discussed. 
They did attend on ordinary business, but' 
immediately after that was dispatched re- 
tired. They^ said, they were , tired with 
opposing reason and argument to superior 
power and numbers. This secessieJn was 
not approved of by Opposition in general, 
and indeed does not appear justifiable. 
Eloquence, as Burke observed on another 
occasion, though it might not procure a 
majority to members of Opposition, was 
not without its effedl, in modifying measures 
of Ministry. Indeed a very recent instance 
shewed, that as the late bill had, in cpn^e- 
quence of the masterly discussion it under- 
went, been modified and defined in a man- 
ner it would not have been without that 
opposition, if the bill was bad, the oppo- 
sition on the whole did good. 

The obje6l of this life not being to sup- 
port any hypothesis concerning Burke's con- 
sistency or inconsistency, but impartially to 
narrate fails, and ^t the close to fofm ^ 
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summary of the cbaraifler, I tli'mk it my 
duty to state truth, whatever effeil tiie 
statement may have. 

Secession from Parliament being uncom- 
mon, though not unprecedented, Burke 
considered it as incumbent on him to justify 
his conduct. He wrote an address to the 
king, slating the motives of the seceders. 

The address has been printed in several 
of the newspapers, and contains Burke's 
notions respe6ting the British constitution, 
and the various great events by which it has 
been etfet^led. As ii never has been avowedly 
published as Burke's, for the sake of those 
readers who may not have seen the papers 
in which it was inserted, I shall endeavour 
to give the substance, with extradVs from 
the most material parts. 

The justificatory memorial sets out with 
representing to his Majesty the distra>5^ed 
state of affairs. Our situation it imputes to 
the misconduct of Government. The al- 
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lejgcvi misconduSl, after considerable de- 
tail, it generalizes into the following short 
description. * That grievance is as simple 
in its nature, and as level to the most ordi- 
nary understanding, as it is powerful in af- 
fe6ling the most languid passions, it is an 
attempt made to dispose of the property of 
a whole people, without their consent. 
Your Majesty's subjedls in the colonies, pos- 
sessing the ordinary faculties of mankind, 
know, that to. live under such a plan of go- 
vernment, is not to live in a state of free- 
dom. The sense of a whole people, most 
gracious Sovereign, never ought to be con- 
temned by wise and beneficent rulers. When 
no means are possessed of power to awe, 
or to oblige, the strongest ties which con- 
nedl mankind in every relation, social and 
civil, and which teach them mutually to 
respe6l each other, are broken. Indepen- 
dence from that moment virtually exists. 
In this state of things, we were of opinion, 
that satisfa6lion ought instantly to be given, 
or that, at least, the punishment of the 
disorder ought to be attended with the re- 
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dress of the grievances. Because, whenever 
a disorder arises from, and is diredlly con* 
nefted with a grievance, to confine ourselves 
to the punishment of the disorder, is to de- 
clare against the reason and justice of the 
complaint. The methods recommended^ 
and followed, as infallible means of "restoring 
peace and order, we could not consider as 
at all adapted to their purposes. We could 
not conceive, when disorders had arisen 
from the complaint of one violated right, 
that to violate every other was the proper 
means of quieting exasperated minds. Re- 
course was had to force, and we saw-a force 
sent out, enough to menace liberty, but 
not to awe resistance/ He afterwards goes 
over the various measures of Government, 
both of coercion and conciliation, shewing 
both to be inadequate : affirms, that in the 
barbarity of the Germans and the atrocity ^ 
of the American savages there was the in- 
flidlion of misery without the advancement 
of conquest. He proceeds to the arbitrary 
doftrines which were becoming prevalent, 
and, as a contrast to these, boldly describes" , 
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the principles of the revohition, and of the 
estabhshmerit of the Brunswick family on 
the throne of England. 



e 



* Sire, your throne cannot stand secur 
upon the principles of unconditional sub- 
mission, or passive obedience, — on powers 
exercised without the concurrence of the 
people to be governed, — oil a6ts made in 
defiance of their prejudices and habits, — on 
acquiescence procured by foreign mercenary 
troops, and secured by standing armies. 
They may possibly be the foundation of 
other thrones : they must be the subversion 
of yours. 

* It was not to passive principles in our 
ancestors that we owe the honour of ap- 
pearing before a Sovereign., who cannot feel 
that he is a prince without knowing that 
we ought to be free. The revolution is a 
departure from the ancient course of the 
descent of this monarchy — the people re- 
entered into their original rights ; and it 
was not because a positive law authorize^ 
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the a5}, but b2cause the freedom and safety 
of the, stibjeit, the origin and causes of all ' 
laws, required a proceeding paramount and 
superior to them. At that ever-memorable I 
and instructive period, the letter of the law I 
Avas superseded in favour of the substance I 
r oF liberty. To the free choice, therefore, I 
of the people, without either King or Par- I 
liament, we owe that happy establishment, 
of which both King and Parliament were 
regenerated.* J 

This representation to the Sovereign, 
' which may be very justly styled a remon- 
strance, did not meet with the approbation 
of other chief men of the party. He there- 
fore desisted from his intention. 

Anxious to do justice to the subje6i: of 
this narrative, I think it my duty to mark 
the occasional excess of his zeal for liberty, 
and of other beneficial sentiments, as well as 
his general principles: an excess leading to 
evil, as their wise and moderate operation 
led to good. His principles were indeed 
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those of the most enlarged, liberal, and 
pradlical philosophy ; but in his application 
of them he was not unfrequently misled by 
fancy, or transported by passion, to notions, 
expressions, and condu6l, which his imder- 
standing, when unbiassed, could by no 
means approve. Whatever his ardent mind 
pursued, it pursued with its full force.— 
No understanding could take a wider or 
more comprehensive survey of the connec- 
tions and relations of objects ; yet his eager 
contemplation of whatever engaged his at- 
tention, or interested his affe6lions, made 
him frequently overlook important parts of 
the prospedl. If he viewed liberty j he 
would sometimes omit to turn his eyes to 
order ; if order, to liberty. 

Biurke laid similar sentiments before the 
public, in a ' Letter to the Sheriffs of BristoV 
his constituent city. 

Were we to consider the speech of an 
orator as we do the theorem of a mathema- 
tician, as stating a proposition either to be 
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tnte or false, and by a chain of interrae 
diations proving the asserted trutki or fals« 
hood ; and to consider the speech as good 
or bad accordingly, as we should the de- 
monstrations, many speeches of the highest 
celebrity, the result of very great talents 
and knowledge, would be in no estimation. 
Cicero's oration in defence of Milo does not 
make out the case. He assumes that Clodius 
intended to attack Milo; and from that as- 
sumption of intention assumes that he ac- 
tually did attack : from the two assumptions 
lie infers the killing of Clodius to be justi- 
fiable homicide in self-defence. There is no 
evidence to support either of the assump- 
tions. The aggression not being proved to 
have been on the side of Clodius, Milo 
could not be proved to have killed him in 
self-defence. Cicero therefore does not de- 
monstrate that which ivas to be demonstrated. 
The orator, however, is admired not for 
MAKING OUT THE CASE, but for the inge- 
nuity of the deductions from assumed pre- 
' mises, and for the pathetic sentiments, for 
displaying a very strong understanding and 



a very feeling heart. The same observation 
apphes to many of the orations of other 
•eminent speakers :' we must often consider 
them rather as exhibitions of the general 
ability, knowledge, or feelings of the au- 
thor, than^as evi6f ions of the truths under- 
taken to be proved. 

If we consider Burke's ^ Letter to the 
Sheriffs of Bristol,' and estimate its excel- 
lence by its fitness to justify his secession 
from Parliament, his reasons do not amount 
to a justification. 

But although the state of the country, 
and the measures of Government, even if 
they were as bad as Burke represents, do 
not prove that he was right in withdrawing 
his assistance, the letter is a fresh instance 
of his wonderful powers. 

In examining the merits of the habeas 
corpus suspension, from the measure he 
went to its proposers, and took a wide view 
of the whole of their condudt on American 

FfS 
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■'^sifrairs. After detailing the various pro- 
ceedings of Government, their injustice, in- 
expediency, and hurtful effedls, he rises to 
" to a generalization of the principles to which 
they have I)een owing ; and the consequences, 
not to the colonies only but to the spirit of 
our legislation, — to law, to manners, and to 
morals. 

Ig this, as in all his works, he shews his 
aversion to the application of unqualified 
metaphysical principles to affairs. Expe- 
rience, and not abstradtion, according to 
Burke, ought to be the guide in pradtice 
and in conduit. Government, he conceived, 
ought to be accommodated to the known 
opinions and sentiments of the people: if, 
imder the same empire, provinces, or classes 
of men of very different notions, should be 
placed, that their polity ought to be diver- 
sified accordingly. * Instead,' says he, ' of. 
troubling our understandings with specu- 
lations concerning the unity of empire, and 
the identity or distinftion of legislative 
powers, it was our duty, in all soberness, to 
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conform our government to the^ charaCler 
and circumstances of the several people who 
composed the mighty and strangely diversi- 
fied mass. I never was wild enough to con- 
ceive, that one method would serve for the 
whole ; that the natives of Hindostan and 
those of Virginia could be ordered in the 
same manner ; or that the Cutcliery court 
and the grand jury of Salem could be regu- 
lated on a similar plan. I was persuaded 
that government was a pra6lical thing, made 
for the happiness of mankind ; and not to 
furnish out a spe6lacle of uniformity, to 
gratify the schemes of visionary politicians/ 

In speaking of the tendency of ministerial 
counsels' to arbitrary power, he attacks 
Hume as too friendly to unlimited mo- 
narchy* He quotes an observation from his 
essays in support of this assertion — * Mr. 
Hume/ he says, ^ .will not be singular in 
telling us, that the felicity of mankind is no 
more disturbed by it (absolute power) than 
by earthquakes or thunder, or tlie other 
more unusual accidents of Nature/ 

Ff 4 



Burke* was prejudiced against Hume.-^— 
That Hume was friendly to despotism, is 
an opinion more cons'.stent with a cursory 
reading of his works than an accurate 
perusal. Where our great historian is 
favourable to the house of Stuart, he ap- 
pears rather to palliate than justify the 
condu6l of its princes. He contends, that 
it was natural for them to endeavour to re- 
tain the powers which their immediate pr< 
dccessors had enjoyed, not that ilwasjusi\ 
although, from the coolness of his temper, 
and the profoundness of his understanding, 
lie disapproved of the religious fanaticism 
of tlie Puritans, he ackilowledges that, as 
friends to liberty, they rendered their 
country important services. He even com- 
mends their exertions, as far as they tended 
to the restriflion of unlimited power, and 
to the establishment of such a constitution 
as we now' possess. He attacks their po- 
litical efforts only when they tend to the 
subversion of the monarchy. Their theolo- 

• The reason of liiis prejudice sliall l^e hereater shewn. 
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' gical absurdities 1^ certainly ridicules, as he 
also does the high church bigotry. He ex- 
poses the superstitious mummeries of Laud, 
as well as the enthusiastic phrenzy of James 
Naylor or Praise-God-Barebone. He justifies 
resistance in cases of great oppression. He 
approves of Hambden. Hi? philosophical 
mildness adddd to his wisdom in reprobating 
turbulence ; but he as severely condemns 
oppression, and stigmatizes those parlia- 
ments which were the tools of despotism. 
Uis expanded mind is not particularly 
anxious to make England appear to have 
possessed a great share of liberty at very 
early periods : at the same time he allows, 
during the Saxon reigns, there was a con- 
siderable portion. He does not deem pre- 
cedent necessary to establish our rights to 
freedom. The existence of a House of 
Cpmmohs previous to the time of Edward I. 
was not the antecedent from which such a 
logician as Hume educed the consequent, 
that the people ought, by themselves or 
their delegates, to have a share in the legis- 
lature. According to this philosophical 
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dress of the grievances. Because, whenever 
a disorder arises from, and is dire6lly con- 
hefted with a grievance, to confine ourselves 
to the punishment of the disorder, is to de- 
clare against the reason and justice of the 
complaint. The methods recommended 
and followed, as infallible means of restoring 
peace and order, we could not consider as 
at all adapted to their purposes. We could 
not conceive, when disorders had arisen 
from the complaint of one violated right, 
that to violate every other was the proper 
means of quieting exasperated minds. Re- 
course was had to force, and we saw-a force 
sent out, enough to menace liberty, but 
not to awe resistance.' He afterwards goes 
over the various measures of Government, 
both of coercion and conciliation, shewing 
both to be inadequate : affirnis, that in the 
barbarity of the Germans and the atrocity ^ 
of the American savages there was the in- 
fli6lion of misery \sdthout the advancement 
of conquest. He proceeds to the arbitrary 
do6lrines which werei becoming prevalent, 
and, as a contrast to these, boldly described • 
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the principles of the revohition, and of the 
establishment of the Brunswick family on 
the throne of England. 

' Sre, your throne cannot stand secure 
upon the principles of unconditional sub- 
mission, or passive obedience, — on powers 
exercised without the concurrence of the 
people to be governed, — oil a6ls made in 
defiance of their prejudices and habits, — on 
acquiescence procured by foreign mercenary . 
troops, and secured by standing armies. 
They may possibly be the foundation of 
other thrones : they must be the subversion 
of yours. 

' It was not to passive pri«ciples in our 
ancestors that we owe the honour of ap- 
pearing before a Sovereign, who cannot feel 
that he is a prince without knowing that 
we ought to be free. The revolution is a 
departure from the ancient course of the 
descent of this monarchy — the people re- 
entered into their original rights ; and it 
was not because a positive law authorize^Ji 
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observer and surveyor of the progress of 
man, rational liberty grevf and increased 
witji knowledge ;ind wisdom. If Burke had 
not been incensed against Hume, it is pro- 
bable he woukl have considered the general 
scope, rather than particular passages of 
his writing?. 

In speaking of the efFe6ls that civil war 
would produce on the manners of the people, 
he draws the following glowing pi6lure; — 
* Civil wars strike deepest of all into the 
manners of a people. They vitiate their 
politics, they corrupt their morals, they 
pervert even tlic natural taste and relish of 
equity and justice. By teaching us to 
consider our fellow-citizens in an hostile 
light, the whole body of our nation becomes 
gradually less dear to us : the very names of 
affediion and kindred, which were the bond 
of charity whilst we agreed, become new 
incentives to hatred and rage, when the 
communion of our country is dissolved. We 
may flatter ourselves that we shall not fall 
into this misfortune, but we have no charter 



i 
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of exemption, that I know of, from the 
ordinary frailties of our nature/ 

The Eari of Abingdon wrote a pamphlet 
of considerable ability and merit, in reply 
to Burke's letter, at least to that part of it 
which apologized for his secession from Par- 
liament. There was also another respon- 
dent. The very celebrated letter to the 
Sheriffs of Bristol, one of the ablest perfor- 
mances of Edmund Burke, was answered 
by Edward Topham, Esq. ! 

. ' Johnson disapproved very much_of this 
letter of Burke ; he particularly ridiculed 
his definition of liberty. * That,' said Burke, 
* is freedom to every pra6lical purpose, 
whicJi the people -think so/ Johnson said, 
< I will let the King of France govern me 
on those conditions, for it is to be governed 
just as I please/ Whatever it may to a 
Tory, the definition will not appear ridicu- 
lous to a Whig, nor indeed to an impartial 
neutralist. Liberty is one of the means of 
happiness. Happiness depends very much 



O^lSinion. The belief, that I enjoy that 
means of happiness, has to me, as long as 
it lasts, the same effe6l as the reality : the 
more the mind advances in knowledge the 
more will belief follow reality ; but it is the 
opinion, not its justness, that constitutes the 
enjoyment . 

Burke does not differ more from his po- 
litical opponent, Johnson, than from his 
coadjutor. Price. If he disapproves of ar- 
bitrary bigotry on the one hand, he scouts 
metaphysical refinements of republicanism 
on the other. * There are,' says he, * people 
who have spilt and anatomized the do6f rine 
of free government, as if it were an abstradl 
question concerning metaphysical Uberty 
and necessity, and not a matter of moral 
prudence and natural feeling. Specula- 
tions ARE LET LOOSE, AS DESTRUCTIVE 

TO ALL AUTHORITY, as the former (slavish 
doftrines) are to all freedom ; and every 
government is called tyranny and usurpation 

xvbich is not formed en their fancies. In this 
manner the stirrers ut> of ibis contention are cor- 
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rupting our understandings ; they are endeavour-^ 
big to tear up, along zvitb praStical liberty j all 
the foundations of human society, all equity and 
justice, religion and order. In these, and 
other observations of the same tendency, 
Burke displays the power of his foresight, 
in perceiving what would be the bitterness 
of the fruit of do6lrines then only bud- 
dins:. In the wild theories, at that time 
beginning to be framed, he saw and repro- 
bated the seeds of the Rights of Man. He 
evidently alUided to ' Price's Civil Liberty' 
and Priestley's first Principles of Govern- 
ment/ Price felt the allusion so much, that 
a considerable portion of an introdu61ion to 
an edition of his ^ Observations' is employed 
in an attempt to refute Burke, How su- 
perficial examiners of the writings of both 
must those be, who assert that Dr. Price 
and Mr. Burke, in maintaining the cause of 
the Americans, discover the same political 
principles! There is not in .any of his 
writings on the French Revolution to be 
found principles more opposite to the doc- 
trines of the Rights of Man thai> in this 
letter. 
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The Annual Register has been gene 
ascribed to Burke ; but from internal evi- 
dence I should apprehend, that although it 
might be direfled by him, he did not re- 
gularly take a great share in the compo- 
sition. 

Although Burke did not regularly com- 
pose any part of that produilion, yet 
when a subjeft, either literary or political, 
of very great importance, occurred, he fi-e- 
quently contributed his efforts. This year 
I brought forward a work on new subjedts of 
W physical and moral natufe : — Robertson's 
History of America. The account of that 
production of industry and genius, given in 
the Annual Register, bears the marks of 
Burke's philosophical criticism. It shews an 
extent of moral and political views, similar 
to that which his writings usually display. 
This examination does not teem with ima- 
. geVy, but is what Burke's compositions on 
subjeiSls of mere disquisition frequently are, 
a conne(5led system of observation and de- 
dudion. 
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The same year that brought to the world 
a serious performance of the first magni- 
tude, produced also a comedy, greatly su- 
perior to any of the same class that had 
appeared since the time of Congreve. The 
reader must immediately perceive that this 
description can apply to no work of the 
present or last age, 43ut the * School for 
Scandal/ Philosophical history and comic 
poetry, both likely to descend to the latest 
posterity, as they were both most excellent 
in their kind, were coeval in their birth. 
When we take a view of literary talents at 
this time, we find these realms standing fully 
as high as in political. In the three great 
depart meiits of genius, — poetry, history, 
and philosophy, — the efforts were great, and 
colleftively equal to any that had ever been 
made in any age or country. Thfere, no 
doul)t, have been individuals of still greater 
powers than any displayed in these times. 
There have been brighter luminaries, but 
never a greater constellation. Indeed men 
of very extraordinary genius^ as is remarked 
by one of the fixst of our living philosophers. 



In the knowledge of man he was and cmild 
be siirpasseJ by none : yet, from the theatre 
which he chose, his powers and attainments 
produced much less ctieiil than tliose of 
many greatly his inferiors. He narrated, 
he described, he reasoned, he refiefted ; his 
narrations, his descriptions, bis reasonings^ 
his refledtions, were overpowered by mini- 
sterial mEijorities. Had Socrates devoted 
thase exertions, and that time, to unavailing 
contests in public assemblies, which he em- 
ployed in communicating the purest and. 
. sublimest morals ; had Johnson betowed on 
parliamentary contention that force and 
labour which gave to the world the Rambler, 
the Idler, the Lives of Addison, of Pope, 
of Savage, Dryden, Milton, and the Pre- 
face to Shakespeare; had Hume spent. in 
the House of Commons, and in political 
fa(5lions, those hi)urs which produced the 
History of England, which unfolded the- 
progress of man from barbarism to civili- 
zation, which raised an illustrious menu- 
menf, shewing what was right and wrong, 
wise and unwise, the Joss to society might 
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have been somewhat equivalent to that 
which it has sustained from the dire6lion to 
party of a mind fitted to grasp the uni- 
verse. 

« 

The executors of Mr. Burke having an- 
nounced their intention of publishing his 
letters in a continuous series, I found that an 
application for such documents would be 
generally unavailing, as, before my first 
edition was published it was anticipated. 
Gentlemen, whose chara6ler I highly value, 
had done me the honour to say, that the 

perusal of the former edition inspired them 

* 

with a wish respe6ling epistolary communi- 
cations that it was now too late to gratify. 
I myself rejoice that his letters are in such 
hands, and ardently long for a publication 
which will doubtless exhibit the confidential 
and familiar effiisions of a mind, whose lite- 
rary, philosophical, oratorical, and political 
efforts, I have made a feeble attempt to 
sketch and charafterize. The few letters 
which I have had an opportunity of con- 
templating render me the more eagerly de- 
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sirous of conte nplating more. Whatever 
he spoke or wrote is, to use a phrase I 
have quoted in another part of the work, 
Burke-ali-Qver. 

A very intimate friendship had subsisted 
from tiieir early youth between Mr. Burke 
and Mr. Francis. When the abihties and 
knowledge of the latter gentleman sent him 
to India, and raised liini to so confidential 
and important a situation, Mr. Biirke,' 
knowing his friendly and benevolent dispo- 
sitions, recommended to his notice gentle- 
men of merit about to seek their fortune 
in India. Among these was Mr. John 
Bourke, who, by very honourable condu^, 
had at home forgone pecuniary advantages, 
which more avarice than honour would have 
secured to him, and liad been obliged to 
try in India to be more successful than he 
had been in Europe. Introduced to Mr. 
Francis, he met with the kindest reception ; 
and in the course of their conversation Mr. 
Mr. Francis had spoken with the warmest 
affedion and highest admiration of their 
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absent friend, Edmund. Informed of these 
things by a letter from Mr. Bourke, the 
svibjedt of my biography wrote a letter to 
Mr Francis, of which that gentleman has 
politely and kindly favoured me with a 
copy. 

The letter is dated at that period of his 
life and exertions which I am now consider- 
ing ; refers to measures and events of that 
time ; and presents to us both the head and 
the heart of the writer. It also shews us 
how justly he appreciated and highly he 
valued the gentleman to whom it is ad- 
dressed. 



COPY OF A LETTER FROM EDMUND BURKE, ESQ^ 
TO MR. FRANCIS, AT CALCUTTA. 

MY DEAR SIR, Westminster^ ^tbjune, 1777* 

« Our common friend, John Bourke, in- 
forms me that you still retain that kindness 
which you were so good to express towards 
me before you left London. This wide dis- 
conne61:ed empire will frequently disperse 
those who are dear to one another ; but, if 



this dispersion of their persons docs not 
loosen iheir regards, it every now and then 
gives such uncxpe6ted opportunities of 
meeting as ahnost compensate the pain of 
separation, and furnishes means of kind 
ofBces and mutual services which make even 
absence and distance the causes of new 
endearment and continued remembrance. 
These thoughts occur to me too naturally, 
as my only comforts in parting with a friend, 
whom I have tenderly loved, highly valued, 
and continually lived with, in an union not 
to be expressed, quite since our boyish years. 
Indemnify rne, my dear Sir, as well as you 
can, for such a loss, by contributmg to the 
fortune of my friend. Bring him home 
with you an obliged person and at his ease, 
und^r the protection of your opulence. You 
know what his situation has been, and what 
things he might have surely kept, and in- 
finitely increased, if he had not those feel- 
ings which make a man worthy of fortune, 
but do not put him in the way of securing 
it. Remember that he asks those favours 
which nothing but his sense of honour pre- 
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vented his having it in his power to bestow. 
This will be a powerful recommendation to 
a heart like yours. Let Bengal prote6l a 
spirit and re6litude, which are no longer 
tolerated in England, 

* I do not know, indeed, that he will visit 
your kingdom, but if he should, I trust he . 
will find a friend there whose manner of 
serving him will not be in the style of those 
who acquit themselves of a burthen. Mr. 
Bourke's first views, indeed, are at Madras ; 
but all India is now closely conncfted, and 
your influence and power are such, that you 
may serve him very materially even there. 
I will not wrong your friendship by pressing 
this matter any farther, but it is indeed 
near to my heart. 

M say nothing of your Eastern politics. 
The affairs of America, which are as im- 
portant, and more distradled, have almost 
entirely engrossed the attention which I am 
able to give to any thing, *^ T wished, and 



laboured to keep war at a distance ; never 
having been able to discover any advantage 
which could be derived from the greatest 
success ; I never approved of our engaging 
in it, and I am sure it might have been 
avoided/' The Ministers this year hold out 
to us the strongest hopes of what they call 
a vi6lorious campaign. " I am, indeed^ 
ready enough to believe that we shall obtain 
those delusive advantages, which will en- 
courage us to proceed, but will not bring 
matters nearer to an happy termination/' 
France gives all the assistance to the colo- 
nies which is consistent with the appearance 
of neutrality. Time is to shew whether 
slie will proceed farther, or whether Ame- 
rica can maintain liersclf in the present 
struggle, without a more open declaration, 
and more decided eflbrt from that power. 
At present, the Ministers seem confident 
that France is resolved to be quiet. If the 
Court of Versailles be so pacific, I assure 
you it is in defiance of the wishes and 
opinions of that whole nation. 



* Adieu, my dear Sir. Be assured that 
no person rejoices more sincerely than 1 do 
in hearing every circumstance of fortune and 
honour that attends you. I am, with the 
most sincere esteem and affedion, ever 
your most faithful ^ and obedient humble 
servant, 

EDMUND burke/ 

*. I need not say with what affedion John 
Bourke* salutes you/ 



* Of London, a mercantile gentleman and relation of 
Edmund. GeniiiB appears to belong to the family of the 
Burkes. Mr. Johtt Bourke's nephew, Mr. Charles Palmer, 
of Jamaica, having studied law, by his getiius and appli- 
cation is, though only twenty-seven y^ars of ^ge, at the 
head of^ his profession; and hi& younger brother, John, 
promised to be equally eminent in medicine, but was pre- 
maturely cut off soon after his education was finished. 
Their intelledlaal powers were formed and direfted under 
the care of Dr. Robert Thomson, t)f Kensington. 
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The SPECTATOR; with Illustrative Notes, and Hie 
Lives of the Authors. By ROBERT BISSET, LL. D- 
A new Edition^ elegantly printed, in 8 vols. 8vo. Price 2I. 
in boards. 

The Monthly Reviewers thus speak of the work :-^* Ouf 
curiosity with respeft to the person, character, and circum- 
stances of an author increases in proportion to the interest 
we take, and the pleasure' we derive from his writings. — 
And, as there is no author, or club of authors, in the English* 
language, that has yet attained to so great a degree of cele- 
brity and popularity as the writers 6f the Spectator, it fol^ 
lows, that the Editor and Biographer under review has per- 
formed a task that cannot fail to be a subject of general gra- 
tification : he has been at great pains to collect every par- 
ticular, afiywise curious. or interesting, relating to the Authors 
of whom tie treats. The notes subjoined to the different 
papers are illustrative of the subjects to which they refert . 
His analysis of the papers on the Pleasures of the Imagi- 
nation is new, and of great merit ; and the Lives through- 
out possess high excellence. The addition of them renders 
this edition by far the most valuable hitherto published,' 

9Y THE SAME AUTHOB, 

DOUGLAS, or the HIGHLANDER; a Novel, in 
4 vols. 1 6s. 

The HISTORICAL, BIOGRAPHICAL, LITERARY, 
and SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE; containing the Political 
History of Europe, and the History of Literature and. 
Science, for the Year 1799 ; together with Biographical 
Sketches of Fox, Pitt, Sheridan; the Historians, Robertson, 
Hume, and Fergusson ; Bishop of Rochester, Lord Charle- 
mont, Lord Duncan, Washington ; and of upwards of one 
hundred other persons, deceased within 1799 : together with 
' various articles of Miscellaneous Literature, — humorous, 
satirical, critical, &c. — in prose and verse. The whole 
forming Three large Volumes in Octjivo, embellished with 
l^ortraits and Maps, 



BV C. CAWTHonX. 



460 SOOKS 

MORAL TALES, in Verse, founded on real Ei-ents, 
and Dedicated by Permission to his Grace the Duke of 
Leeds, by Thomas Hull, of tlie Thpatre-Royal, Covent- 
Garden, Embellished with an elegant Portrait of the 
Author. In Two Volumes, Price 9s. 

' We highly approve the intent of this publication.. To 
preserve the memory of those remarkable instances in 
which human aflions hjve received temporal reward or 
punishment, is a good and useful task; more particularly 
when ihey are so commemorated, lh:tt, while tlie oldest 
and the wisest of us may reaJ the natrative with pleasure, 
it is calculated to amuse the young, and impress upon them 
the belief of an over-ruling Providence. Such has been 
fheaim ofMr. Hull; and he ha; wcJI executed his plan. 
His versification is simple, easy, and occasiqnally animated; 
the stories which he has chosen are inteiesting; and they 
are developed with judgment. A dedication in verss is 
prefixed to every tale; and in these little pieces the anthttr 
has expressed the best feelings oF friendship and affeflion, 
in a manner that reflefbs honour on the poet and (he man. 
Such a work Mr. Hull may remember on his death-bed with 
satis faftion," ' Critical Rn/rein, March, J79S. 

The POSTHUMOUS DAUGHTER; a Novel, in 
Two Volumes, Price ^^. Boards. 

', This Novel, avoiding the ghosts, castles, and enchant- 
ments lately so much in fashion, describes real life. The 
scene of action is partly laid in the East Indies, and. partly in 
England and Ireland, The charafters are well drawn, well 
diversified, and well discriminated. The general tendency 
is friendly to virtues; and from the perusal of it young 
readers may derive both instruction and amusement. While 
it teaches them to avoid those quicksands and rocks upon 
which inexperienced voyagers on the ocean of life are liable 
to be wrecked, it directs them to sleer in safety to the 
haven -of matrimonial and domestic happiness.' 

MoHlbly Reviews. 
1 FANCIEDEVENTS: or, the SORROWS of ELLEN . 
a Novel. By Mrs. VILLA-REAL GOOCH. In Three 
Volumes, Price los, £d. 
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